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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As tar as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or writing 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects. Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products ; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
to bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
Maiesty’s Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 














foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers, 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened on 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birmingham 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Office 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and _ Intelli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 3%, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private ard confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickiy as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shozld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
ag 7 Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

naon, &.v. 4. 





FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 








and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Iorm K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 
THE NEW MAXIMUM PRICES. 


Sir Robert Horne, President of the Board of Trade, 
announced in the House of Commons on Monday that 
the Government had decided to increase the prices on 
inland coal as tollows:—Industrial coal, 4s. 2d. per 
ton; household and domestic coal, 14s. 2d. per ton. 
The resulting prices would be maxima, not fixed prices. 
He explained that inland coal was being sold at less 
than its economic cost to produce. The deficiency 
on industrial coal was 1s. 4d. per ton, and on house- 
hold and domestic coal was lls. 4d. per ton. Inland 
coul had been subsidised not out of taxation but out 
of the profits made on export and bunker coals. The 
advance in wages which was about to take ettect would 
increase the cost of production by 2s. 10d. per ton. 
This increased cost added to the existing deficiency 
made up the necessary additions of 4s. 2d. and I4s. 2d. 
The new maximum prices would take effect on Wednes- 
day, May 12. The present system of controlling inland 
distribution would be altered as soon as possible. The 
regulation of expert coal would be continued, for if 
they allowed the free exportation of coal at the present 
time, more would be taken away than the country 
sould afford to lose. They were taced with the pros- 
pect of having to curtail exports still further. The 
present season otf the year was the most appropriate 
time to get the coal industry back on to something like 
a normal basis. 








THE PRESIDENT’S EXPLANATION. 

Sim R. Horne said:—The suggestion to the effect that 
the coal industry is at present being subsidised by the tax- 
payer is erroneous. As the House is aware, coal sold for 
inland consumption is at present subsidised out of the profits 
derived from coal which is exported. Inland coal, even 
before the recent advance in wages, has thus been sold at 
less than the average cost of production, taken together with 
the profit allowed to the coalowners. The greatest part of 
this subsidy has been granted in the form of a temporary 
reduction of 10s. a ton in the price of household coal. This 
reduction was made in order to assist the householder 
through the winter, but industrial coal which did not obtain 
the advantage of this concession has also been sold at a 
loss, which has had to be made up from the profits on the 
export trade. The Government have given very careful 
consideration to the question whether present conditions 
justify the continuance of this policy of subsidy. They think 
that it is essential, in the interest of the coal industry and 
of the country. that the present svstem of controlling inland 
distribution should be altered as soon as possible. This can 
only be done if the artificial differentiation between the 
prices of household and industrial coal is removed. Further, 
there exists no reason for supplving coal to the industries 
of this country at less than it costs; and the period for 
which the subsidy on household coal was intended to last has 
expired. In these circumstances the Government have come 
to the conclusion that household coal should no longer be 
sold at a less price than coal for industry, and that both 
should be sold at a price sufficient to meet the cost of pro- 
duction and the standard profits allowed by the Coal 
Emergency Act. To effect this result it is necessary to 
increase the price of industrial coal by 4s, 2d. per ton and 
the price of household coal by 14s. 2d. per ton. The 
new price will be a maximum, not a fixed price. and will 
take effect on Wednesday, 12th Mav. It will be clear from 
what I have said that the necessity to increase the price of 
coal would have arisen apart from the recent advance of 
wages given in the mining industry. The advance of wages 
is, however. a factor in the case in so far as it Increases the 
cost of production by about 2s. 10d. a ton, and therefore 
makes the increase necessary to place the price of coal on 
an economic basis greater by that amount. 


Tar REMOVAL OF FETTERS. 


Later, on the motion for the adjournment of the House, 
Srr R. Horne said that he recognised the right of the 
House to all available information on the subject. But the 
House would appreciate the difficultv of giving announce- 
ments beforehand as to the precise charge that was going to 
he fixed. The retailer might take advantage of the circum- 
stances if he knew what was going to happen. The Govern- 
ment had reached the conclusion at which thev had arrived 
after long and anxious deliberation, The situation with 
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regard to coal was anomalous, All the other great trades 
oi this country were conducting operations tree from con- 
trol and were obtaiming the worid’s prices. Coal was fettered 
im tiuree Ways: First, the export had been regulated ; in the 
second place the price at which it might be sold in the home 
market had been prescribed by the Government; and in the 
third place a difierent price had in recent times been charged 
to the domestic consumer from that charged to the industrial 
consumer. Sir Auckland Geddes, when he had dealt with 
the last item, had referred to a particular concession givey 
in exceptional times and with special reference to the coming 
winter. Lhe time had now arrived when it was possible to 
review the price of coal to the domestic consumer. The 
Government did not propose to interfere with the regulation 
vit the export of coal. It was perfectly plain that if they 
allowed free exportation of coal at the present time more 
would be taken away from the country than the country 
could aftord to jose. Already there was a shortage for home 
consumption. So tar trom being in a position to export 
more coal, they were faced rather with the prospect of having 
to curtail it still further. The House must remember that 
the home consumer had been getting coal for many months 
at an artificial price and at a cost very considerably below 
the world market price. The industrial consumer had been 
getting up to now his coal at a price which was ls. 4d. a 
ton less than it cost the Government. The price to the 
Government for industrial coal had been 30s. 5d., including 
the amount of profit which the coalowner was entitled to. 
On the other hand the receipts for that coal were 29s. 1d. 
In the case of the domestic consumer the loss had been 
greatly intensified by reason of the concession made in 
Vecember last of 10s. a ton. We were now at the beginning 
of summer, when the amount of coal consumed domestically 
Was much less than in the winter months, and if they were 
ever to make this change and get the coal industry back on 
to something like its normal basis the present was the most 
appropriate time to make it. The Government had come to 
the conclusion that it was no longer a wise policy to subsidise 
either the industrial or the domestic consumer of coal in this 
country. All subsidies were really an impediment to trade 
and the advance of industry. There was no reason why the 
industrial consumer should get his coal at cheaper than éost 
price. Most of our great industries were making substan- 
tial profits. The increase in the price of domestic coal 
might seem a heavy burden, but unless they put both the 
domestic and industrial consumer on the same basis they 
would never get rid of the system of internal control] vi 
distribution which at the present time was, in his judgment, 
one of the things which was most inimical to the advance- 
ment of the coal trade in the future. 


EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM. 

An explanatory memorandum has been issued as 
follows :— | 

The Government have decided to withdraw the allowance 
of 10s. per ton granted in the beginning of last winter to 
the domestic consumer on coal sold for household purposes, 
and further to raise the price of all coal for inland consump- 
tion by 4s. 2d. per ton. : 

The reasons tor these changes arise from the following 
circumstances : — 

Coal which is sold to factories and workshops in this 
country and for industrial purposes generaliy 1s at present 
being sold at a price which is not sufficient to cover the 
cost of production together with the pre-war standard oi 
profit to which the owners are entitled. This is so, apart 
altogether from the recent increase in miners’ wages, which 
now adds to the deficit. 

The figures of cost of production and selling price of 
industrial coal are as follows :— : 


s. d. 
Cost per ton— 
Wages, stores, together with the owners’ 
pre-war standard of profits  .............ccscsescess 30009 
Receipts— 
Average price per ton realised for inland dis- 
posals (excluding sales to workmen) ......... 25 1 
I - 12 cic caninianloiniccbiduransaenlbuniestiaaiiie 1 4 


In the case of household coal this deficit is greatly in- 
creased by the concession under which the allowance of 10s. 
per ton above referred to was made to the domestic consumer 
as a temporary alleviation of the price of coal during last 
winter. In the result the deficit on household coal is 11s. 44d 
per ton. 

These deficits have hitherto been made up by the profits 
made on coal which has been exported. 

The recent advance of wages to the miners will now 
increase the adverse balance by 2s. 10d. per ton; that is to 
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say, to 4s. 2d. per ton in the case of industrial coal, and 
14s. 2d. per ton in the case of domestic coal. 

For some months the demand for coal in the home market 
has been steadily increasing, thus leading to greater restric- 
tions on the amount of coal exported. So far as indications 
show the demand for industrial coal has not reached its 
limit. 

While export prices at present are high, American coal is 
again coming into the European and other markets, and 
the prospects are that the present export prices will not be 
maintained indefinitely. 

Taking all the circumstances into account, the Government 
decided that the coal sold for consumption in this country 
should be sold at a price which would meet the cost of pro- 
duction, including the standard profits fixed for the owners 
by the Coal Mines Emergency Act. 

The industries which are the largest consumers of coal are 
themselves making substantial profits, and there is no longer 
any reason why they should receive a subsidy by providing 
them with coal at less than cost price. 

With regard to the price now proposed for domestic coal, 
it is to be observed that the artificial differentiation between 
the price of household coal and that of industrial coal has 
caused great burdens in administration. Further, the 
control of inland distribution of coal has, in the view of the 
Government, weakened supervision and retarded develop- 
ment in the industry, and they have decided that in the 
interest of efficiency and production it is desirable to remove 
the present system of controlling inland distribution as soon 
as possible. In these circumstances an artificial discrimina- 
tion between the price of household coal and that of indus- 
trial coal cannot be maintained. It therefore follows that 
the price for both sets of consumers must be placed on a 
uniform basis. Only by taking this action will it be possible 
to bring the industry back to normal conditions. 

As has already been pointed out, the future prospects of 
the export trade and the profits to be derived from it 
cannot be accurately estimated. Whatever the surplus may 
be, the view of the Government is that it should go to the 
Exchequer. It is obvious that if the coal trade were like 
other industries at present free of control, sums much 
greater than any that can be derived from profit on the 
export trade would accrue to the Exchequer in the shape 
of Excess Profits Duty. By the arrangements now proposed 
the consumers of all classss in this country will still obtain 
coal at a cost very much cheaper than the world market price. 
This result, however, is effected not only by restricting the 
profits of the coal owner, but also at the expense of the 
Exchequer, which will lose a substantial portion of the 
revenue which would otherwise go to it from the coal trade 
as Excess Profits Duty. 





THE WEEKLY OUTPUT. 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended Ist May are given 
below. 

The output for the week ended lst May was 4,564,564 
tons, against 4,989,666 tons in the previous week, and 
4,833,072 tons in the corresponding short week in 
Northumberland and Durham. 

The reduction of 425,102 tons, as compared with the 
previous week’s outturn, was shared in by all the areas 
of production, as may be noticed. 











10th Apl. 17th Apl. 24th Apl. Ist May. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 147,929 235,595 252,417 227,619 
I cc sateciaaiiciees 517,131 651,215 687,838 622,119 
BOPMOMITC ....00.....000. 432,196 784,430 818,738 754,071 
Lancashire, Cheshire, 
and North Wales ... 368,471 459,538 467,956 423,647 
Derby, Nottingham, 
and Leicester ...... 561,112 591,569 609,797 578,007 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 
shire, Warwick and 
Worcester ............ 229,845 563,470 375,108 357,155 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire 562,685 977,034 1,014,302 914,775 
Other English Dis- 
BS = Sorsdcn sc anne - 64,648 100,739 104,338 95,775 
Scotland ............... 653,776 671,332 659,172 591,396 
EE © avnatias 5,337,795 4,833,072 4,989,666 4,564,564 
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SUMMARY SINCE MAY 31, 1919. 
The total production weekly of coal since 31st May, 
1919, is given below:— 





1919, 1919. 
Tons. Tons. 

May 3lst ...... 4,812,595 November 22nd 4,767,578 
June 7th ....... 4,644,934 November 29th 4,762,729 
June 14th ...... 3,256,508 December 6th 4,808,524 
June 21st ...... 4,736,841 December 13th 4,886,156 
June 28th ...... 4,806,933 December 20th 4,910,106 
July 5th... 4,728,588 December 27th 3,352,603 
July 12th ...... 4,796,148 1920. 
July 19th ...... 3,983,651 January 3rd ... 3,494,603 
July _ ae 2,537,954 January 10th ... 4,540,723 
August 2nd_... 3,614,776 January 17th ... 4,902,903 
August 9th ... 2,642,895 January 24th ... 4,851,521 
August 16th ... 3,726,499 January 31st ... 4,866,066 
August 23rd _ ... 3,989,762 February 7th ... 4,846,167 
August 30th ... 4,854,983 February 14th... 4,897,311 
September 6th 4,509,863 February 21st... 4,855,845 
September 13th 4,489,816 February 28th 4,835,928 


September 20th 4,450,308 March 6th ...... 4,852,427 
September 27th 4,481,434 March 13th . 4,900,640 


October 4th ... 2,871,610 March 20th ... 4,872,642 
October 11th ... 4,076,862 March 27th ... 4,879,192 
October 18th ... 4,727,465 April 8rd_...... 3,979,747 
October 25th ... 4,761,037 April 10th ...... 3,337,793 
November (st... 4,674,582 April 17th ...... 4,833,072 
November 8th 4,804,456 April 24th ...... 4,989,666 ~ 
November 15th 4,679,402 May Ist ......... 4,564,564 





PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


The twenty-seventh meeting of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Trusts was held on 4th May, when Mr. Albert 
Shaw was appointed to the Glassware Sub-Committee. 
In addition three other members were appointed to 
this Sub-Committee subject to the approval of the 
Board of Trade. Mr. J. J. Terrett was appointed to 
the Meat Sub-Committee. 

Meetings of Sub-Committees of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Trusts took place on the same date as 
follows :— 

Glassware Sub-Committee. 
evidence was taken. 


Milk Sub-Committee. 
was taken. This Sub-Committee will hold their next meet- 


ing in Edinburgh on the 11th May. 

Fruit Prices Sub-Committee. Eighth meeting. 
evidence was taken. 

Stone, Bricks and Clayware Sectional Committee of the 
Building Materials Sub-Committee (Prices and Trusts). 
Kighth meeting. Certain accounts were discussed and evi- 
dence taken from a number of witnesses. 

On the same date the Pottery Sub-Committee 
appointed by the Investigation of Prices Standing Com- 
mittee held their third meeting at Stoke-on-Trent and 
took further evidence. 

The Motor Fuel Sub-Committee of the Investigation 
of Prices Standing Committee held their twenty-third 
meeting on May Sth and discussed correspondence 
relating to the distribution of Benzol. 

On the same date the Laundry Prices Sub-Committee 
of the Standing Committee on Trusts held their fourth 
meeting and considered replies to a questionnaire sent 
to several of the principal commercial firms in respecti 
of prices charged by launderers. 

The Tools Sub-Committee of the Prices Standing 
Committee also met on the same date and tock evid- 
ence relating to the costs, etc., of Dairy Appliances. 

The investigations of Prices Standing Committee 
held their twenty-sixth meeting on 6th May and con- 
sidered a Report on Tweed Cloths, and decided, in 
view of the technicalities involved, to appoint a Sub- 
Committee to consider the Report, to procure any 
further information that should be considered necessary, 
and then submit their decisions to the Investigation of 
Prices Standing Committee. A Report on Matches was 
also discussed, which was referred back to the Sub- 
Committee for reconsideration of certain points. 


Second meeting. Further 


Further 


Ninth meeting. Further evidence 


RF Z 


me ve : ore ~ 
Sn ee ee gig ee re ert nn ae tee eee ~ RN IY ee re nrg ree Ao Weems nr ae ee eee 
—" . sine, os . . 7 


ee 








THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


May 13, 1920 


ee 





THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





Reports on Windsor and Caxton Chairs and Seven-piece 
Suites were considered, and the Standing Committee 
decided that as the Furniture Sub-Committee was 
engaged in preparing further Reports on other articles 
of furniture, together wth a General Report on the 
Furniture Trade, they would not consider the two 
Reports in detail until the whole investigation had 
been completed. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

Mr. F. G. Kellaway, M.P., the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary tothe Department of Overseas Trade, has appointed 
additional members to the Advisory Committee of his 
Department, and the Committee is now constituted as 
follows :— 

Sir Francis H. Barker, Director of Messrs. Vickers, Ltd. 

Mr. C. Coupar Barrie, C.B.E., M.P., Partner in Messrs. 
Charles Barrie and Co., Shipowners. 

Sir John Dewrance, K.B.E., M.Inst.C.E., Chairman of 
Messrs. Babcock and Wilcox, Ltd., Vice-Chairman of the 
Engineering Employers’ Federation. 

Sir William Ellis, G.B.E., Master Cutler of Sheffield, 1914- 
1917, Director of Messrs. John Brown and Co., [td., 
Locomotive Builders. 

Sir Algernon Firth, Bart., President of the Association of 
Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom, 1912-1918, 
Director of the British Trade Corporation, Chairman of 
Messrs. T. F. Firth and Sons, Ltd. 

Sir W. H. N. Goschen, K.B.E., of Messrs. Fruhling and 
Goschen, Merchants and Foreign Bankers. 

Mr. W. L. Hichens, Chairman of Messrs. Cammell Laird 
and Co., Ltd., Chairman of Coventry Ordnance Works, Ltd. 

Rt. Hon. Lord Inchcape, G.C.M.G., K.C.S.1., K.C.1.E., 
Chairman of British India Steam Navigation Co. and of 
P. and O. Steam Navigation Co. 

Mr. Walter Leaf, D. Litt, Chairman of the London 
County, Westminster and Parr’s Bank. 

Mr. Kenneth Lee, Director of Tootall Broadhurst Lee Co., 
Ltd. 

Mr. G. A. Moore, Partner in Messrs. 
Director of the Niger Co., Ltd. 

Major D. Watts Morgan, D.S.O., 
Rhondda (East Division). 

Mr. J. W. Murray, of Messrs. Ker Bolton and Co., East 
Indian Merchants. 

Sir William Pearce, M.P., Director of Messrs. Spencer, 
Chapman and Messel, Ltd., Chemical Manufacturers. 

Rt. Hon. the Lord Riddell, Chairman of the Newspaper 
Proprietors’ Association. 

Mr. C. V. Sale, Partner in Messrs. Sale and Co., 
Merchants and Shippers, Deputy Governor of Hudson’s Bay 
Co., Chairman of British Metal Corporation. 

Sir H. Babington Smith, G.B.E., K.C.B., C.S.I., Director 
of the British Trade Corporation, Director of the Italian 
Trade Corporation. 

Mr. H. L. Symonds, Ex-President of London Wholesale 
Jewellers and Allied Trades Association, Deputy-Chairman 
of London Chamber of Commerce. 

Major F. H. Wedgwood, Director of Messrs. Josiah Wedg- 
wood and Sons, Ltd., Chairman of Industrial Council for 
the Pottery Trade. 








Holt and Moore, 


C.B.E., M.P. for 





DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENT. 
SPAIN. 

With reference to the notice which appeared in the 
*‘Journal’’ of 10th July, 1919, relating to the appoint- 
ment of Captain U. de B. Charles as Commercial Sec- 
retary (Grade 3) for Spain, it is now announced that 
this officer has been promoted to fill the senior post: of 
Commercial Secretary (Grade 1) at Madrid. 

Captain Charles was employed for five years in Chile 
by Messrs. Clarke, Bennett and Co., and Messrs. Grace, 
Bros., and Co., Ltd., and eventually became Assistant 
Manager and Accountant of Santiago Nitrate Officina, 
Tarapaca, Chile. He was subsequently employed as 
Assistant Manager of Cheras Rubber Estates, Ltd., 
Kajang, Federated Malay States. Captain Charles came 
home to take a commission in February, 1915, and 
served in Egypt and Palestine, and was latterly em- 
ployed under the Ministry of Information and the News 
Department of the Foreign Office in connection with 
propaganda in Latin America. 

Captain Charles’s address is now Alcala Galiano 5, 


Madrid. 


COMMERCIAL 
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SERB, CROAT AND SLOVENE STATE. 
Captain E. Murray Harvey, F.R.G.S., Commercig] 
Secretary (grade 2). 

Captain Murray Harvey held an interest in an eleg. 
trical and contracting firm in London from 1910 until the 
outbreak of war, when he sold out and joined the Arm 
as a Commissioned Officer in the Irish Guards. In March 
1919, he joined Sir William Goode’s Administration. 
becoming Chief of the British Mission in Dantzig, wherg 
he looked after British interests and conducted Consular 
work, commercial and military intelligence, and shippin 
york, as also duties connected with the relief of Poland 
through Dantzig. 

_ Captain Harvey is working at the Department oj 
Overseas Trade for a short period before proceeding to 
take up duty at Belgrade. 





APPOINTMENT OF TRADE COMMISSIONER 
AT SYDNEY. 

With reference to previous appointments notitied jy 
the ** Journal,’’ the Board of Trade now announce that 
Mr. Alexander Simpson has been appointed His 
Majesty's Trade Commissioner at Sydney, vice Major 
Guy Fetherston, D.S.O., M.C., who was transferred to 
the post at Cape Town (see page 783 of the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal ’’ of 28th December last). 

Mr. Simpson has had considerable commercial experi. 
ence in connection with the export trade of this country 
—in the first instance with a private firm, and later on 
his own account, when he established successful rela. 
tions with South African and Australian merchants. 
He was employed by the Board of Trade as special 
investigator in 1914, and is at present serving in the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

Preparatory to his departure for Australia on 22nd 
May, Mr. Simpson will continue to serve in the Depart. 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1. 
where he will be glad to see any British firms interested 
in the trade of Australia. 





OVERSEAS TRADE SECRETARY’S ITALIAN 
TOUR. 

Mr. F. G. Kellaway, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, is paying an 
official visit to the British Chamber of Commerce in 
Italy. He will be accompanied by Sir Frederick 
Butler, K.C.M.G., C.B., and Mr. T. D. Dunlop, of the 
Department. He will attend the annual dinner of the 
British Chamber of Commerce for Italy at, Genoa on the 
15th instant, and will afterwards proceed to Rome, 
Milan, and Turin, to study on the spot questions affect- 
ing British trade with Italy, and to inspect the work 
and equipment of H.M. Commercial Diplomatic and 
Consular Services in Italy. 





TRADE WITH POLAND. 

The Department ot Overseas Trade announce that 
the following procedure can now be recommended in 
respect of the transport of goods from Great Britain 
to Poland :— 

(1) Firms desirous of sending goods to Poland via 
Dantzig should consign them to a forwarding agent at 
Dantzig, and notify the latter at the same time to whom 
the goods should be forwarded in Poland. Alterna 
tively, if a British forwarding agent undertakes the 
through routeing of goods, such agent should have 4 
representative at Dantzig. 

(2) In the case of goods which cannot be imported 
into Poland without an import licence, it is essential 
that such licence should be obtained before the goods 
are despatched from England. 

(3) This import licence should be sent to the agent iD 
Dantzig to whom the goods are consigned. 

The above recommendation is substituted for the 
regulations contained in the issue of the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 
7th August, 1919 (page 187), and for the regulations 
as to the addressing of goods to the Polish Government 
Import and Export Commission, Elektoralna 2, Wat- 
saw, contained in the issue of the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 30th 
October, 1919 (page 545). 


ttl 
— 








Ee Se OE ee ee 


920. 


rcial 


elec. 
| the 
irmy 
i rch, 
Lion, 
here 
sular 
pin 

load 


His 
ajor 
d to 
‘d of 


peri- 
ntry 
r on 
rela. 
nits, 
lal 
the 


2nd 
art. 


sted 
AN 


tary 
y a 
2 in 
rick 
‘the 
the 
the 
me, 
ect 
york 
and 


that 
1 in 
tain 


ya 
t at 
hom 
rma- 


the 


rted 
itial 
,0ds 


t 10 
the 
ions 
nent 


V al- 
30th 





May 13, 1920. 


THE BUARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 641 





ee 


Special Articles. 





OUR GREATEST EXPORT MARKET. 
THE NEW COMPETITION IN BRITISH INDIA. 








(By Thomas M. Ainscough, O.B.E., H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in India.) 
(Mr. Ainscough is now at the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and is available to British firms for 
interviews. He will shortly make a towr of various 
industrial centres in the United Kingdom in order 
to meet provincial firms. Requests for interviews 
should be addressed direct to the Department.| 


The war has brought about many changes in the 
character and direction of our export trade, but the 
statement may be made with as great truth to-day as 
in 1914—that of all the markets of the world India 
presents the greatest outlet for the products of British 
labour and enterprise. It is not generally realised that 
India was before the war, and still is, the most import- 
ant market for United Kingdom manufactured goods. 
In the last pre-war calendar year, 1913, the United 
Kingdom shipped to India over £70,000,000 worth of 
gools of United Kingdom produce and-manufacture, 
of which no less than £67,000,000, i.e., 96 per cent., 
represented manufactured articles. In the year 1917 
the figures were £60,000,000 and £57,000,000 respec- 
tively. The measure of the value of the Indian market 
to the British manufacturer can be expressed in the 
percentage of the shipments to that market as com- 
pared with the total shipments to all parts of the world. 
In 1918 16 per cent., and in 1917 13 per cent. of the 
exported manufactures of the United Kingdom were 
shipped to India. No apology therefore is needed in 
reviewing our position in the great Dependency, as 
it will be obvious that the prosperity of India and the 
maintenance of the purchasing power of the Indian 
people is of most vital importance to British industry. 

TradDE Dvurinc THE War. 

Despite all the handicaps under which our trade 
suffered during the war, many of which are still opera- 
tive, the United Kingdom has maintained her position 
inthe Indian market in a marvellous manner. In the 
year ending 3lst March, 1919, her share of the import 
trade was still 46 per cent., as compared with a pre- 
war average of 63 per cent.; her share of the total 
trale was 35 per cent., as compared with 40 per cent., 
while the British Empire, taken as a whole, actually 
increased its share of India’s overseas trade by one 
per cent. The recovery since March, 1919, has been 
most striking, and although the completed figures are 
not yet available, there is evidence that much of the 
ground which was lost during the war is being regained. 
The following figures of the total value of the imports 
into India from the three principal sources during the 
nine months, Ist April to 3lst December, 1917, 1918 
and 1919, will be of interest in this connection. 


1917. 1918. 1919. 
Rupees. Rupees. Rupees. 
United Kingdom 632,134,982 573,132,502 663,170,541 
Ea i cicadbdsuiatde 116,313,727 252,539,787 140,290,143 


United States ....... 83,423,288 104,099,854 188,700,376 


InpIA Now A COMPETITIVE MARKET. 


While it is true that our trade with India is showing 
remarkable recuperative powers, there are many new 
factors which require to be carefully studied, and many 
changes have taken place in the past few years as a 
direct result of the war which tend to weaken our 
position in the market, and which call for special 
efforts and revised methods and organisation in order 
tomeet them. India must now be counted one of the 
Competitive markets of the world. Before the war, 
in consequence of the old-established connections with 
the British merchant firms in the country, and also on 
acount of the fact that the development of India had 
been conducted by British officials on Pritish standards 
and methods, our trading supremacy was practically 
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unassailed. Although Germany and Austria had 
increased their shipments in the years immediately 
preceding the outbreak of hostilities, these were not 
on a Sufficient scale to cause any uneasiness, and British 
exporters very largely controlled the market in manu- 
factured goods. During the war, however, owing to a 
great number of causes, such as the diversion of British 
industries to war production, the shortage of tonnage 
etc., etc., buyers in India were unable to secure their 
requirements from the United Kingdom, and conse- 
quently were forced to seek other sources. Buying 
offices and agencies were established in the United 
States and Japan, and these two countries were enabled 
by force of circumstances to secure, without particular 
effort, a stronger footing in the market than could 
possibly have been acquired by years of effort in normal 
times. 
AMERICAN COMPETITION. 


In 1913-14 American shipments to India only 
amounted to just over £3,000,000, of which 50 per cent. 
consisted of mineral oils and the balance principally 
iron and steel, machinery, hardware and cotton piece- 
goods. In 1918-19 American shipments stood at nearly 
£11,000,000. During the past twelve months a further 
great increase has been made, principally in iron and 
steel, machinery, hardware, motor cars and pro- 
visions. Many causes have contributed to this 
expansion, the principal ones being: — 

(1) The inability of the established British exporters to 
supply the market owing to war conditions. 

(2) The establishment of a few powerful American distri- 
buting firms in India, the number of American commer- 
cial travellers who are now visiting the country, and the 
systematic despatch of catalogues and commercial literature 
of all kinds. 

(3) The increased interest which is being taken by 
American manufacturers in export trade, which is being 
reflected by the improved facilities now being given by 
American banks, shipping companies, etc., etc., and also 
the adaptability which is being shown to the requirements 
of the Indian market. Before the war American makers 
had the reputation of being most conservative in their terms 
and methods. They are now studying the requirements of 
India and have consequently greatly strengthened their 
position. 

(4) Improved shipping facilities from both the Atlantic 
and the Pacific coasts. The inauguration of a direct monthly 
service between San Francisco and Calcutta has greatly 
stimulated the export of Californian canned and bottled 
provisions. 

(5) The favourable economic position of the United States 
at the close of the war, which enabled American works to 
resume their normal peace-time activities almost immediately 
after the signing of the Armistice. During the last two 
months of 1918 and the early part of 1919 firm quotations 
for early shipment were made by American makers, at a 
time when British manufacturers were unable for many 
months to quote firm rates and give hard-and-fast deliveries. 
It is true that American prices have since risen enormously 
and early shipment is now impossible to secure, but very 
considerable orders were placed last year, which will swell 
the American volume of trade for some time. 


Tort NEw ComPETITION. 


‘here is no doubt whatever that American competi- 
tion has come to stay. A determined effort is being 
made to secure a large share of the valuable trade of 
India in steel and steelwork, machinery of all kinds 
(including machine tools), mill stores and hardware, 
canned provisions, motor cars, lorries and cycles, and 
lumber. It is impossible at present even to estimate 
their probable future success when the usual United 
Kingdom suppliers are in a position to quote normal 
prices and deliveries, and when the usual channels 
of trade are opened up. This will entirely depend on 
the ability of our makers to quote competitive rates. 
In my “ Report on the Conditions and Prospects of 
Pritish Trade in India at the close of the War’’ will 
be found considered suggestions as to the methods 
United Kingdom firms should adopt to meet this com- 
petition, and I shall be glad to give advice to individual 
firms who may care to approach me while I am in 
England. To summarise briefly, it may be stated that 
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the competition of America and Japan has largely 
revolutionised buying methods in India during the war 
period. Many United Kingdom makers and export 
houses, prior to 1914, considered that it was a waste 
of time and money to leave London, as they were able 
to secure all the orders they wanted from purchasing 
agents in the United Kingdom. This policy, although 
not progressive, was understandable so long as we 
retained the virtual monopoly of the trade. India 
to-day must be considered as a highly competitive 
market, and requires to be treated with as great and 
painstaking attention as any other market where we 
may be struggling to secure a fair share of the trade. 
Assuming that our industrialists are in a position to 
quote competitive qualities, prices and deliveries, the 
only way successfully to meet American competition is 
to be actively represented by a trained staff in India, 
whether by the maintenance of the exporter’s own 
branches and distributing organisation, or by the em- 
ployment of energetic agents aided by salesmen and 
experts from the home works. 


JAPANESE COMPETITION. 

The most remarkable and significant feature of 
India’s import trade during the war has been the 
prodigious expansion in imports from Japan. This 
will b= seen from the following figures of the total 
values of imports from Japan during the years 1913-14 
to 1918-19. 

1913-14 £3,187,000 1916-17 
1914-15 2,966,000 1917-18 ......... £12,175,009 
eee £4,998,000 1918-19 ......... £22,349,009 


As I indicated in a report last year, the figures for 
1918-19 probably indicate the high-water mark of 
Japanese exports to India for many years. It is now 
certain that Japanese shipments during the past year 
declined enormously, and it is hoped that as British 
suppliers are gradually able to make deliveries, the 
use of Japanese substitutes will be discontinued. A 
great portion of Japan’s increased share of the trade 
will undoubtedly remain in her hands, and a brief com- 
ment on the subject will therefore not be out of place. 

In 1918-19 Japan occupied the second place in 
India’s import and export trade. Her shipments to 
India in that year (which is the last complete year of 
which we have as yet received records) amounted to 
over £22,000,000 as compared with £51,000,000 from 
the United Kingdom during the same freriod. In 
1913-14 the corresponding values were £3,000,000 and 
£78,000,000. The leading imports, in order of import- 
ance, comprise cotton yarn and piece-goods, 47 per 
cent. ; silk manufactures, 6 per cent.; matches, 4 per 
cent.; iron and steel; hardware; cotton hosiery ; brass, 
bronze, ete.; chemicals; paper; instruments and appli- 
ances ; tea chests; paints; beer; apparel; woollen manu- 
factures ; glassware; machinery; cement; earthenware: 
haberdashery ; manufactures of wood; toys; stationery; 
toilet requisites, etc., etc. 

Before the war the share of Japan in the import and 
export trade of India was only 23 per cent. and 74 per 
cent. respectively, and her manufactures did not come 
into direct competition with United Kingdom goods. 
The war, however, gave Japanese manufacturers an 
unique opportunity. Owing to the difficulty of secur- 
ing supplies from the United Kingdom and _ other 
European countries, the whole of the markets of the 
East were open to Japanese products. Competition was 
largely eliminated in many articles, and, so far as India 
was concerned, Japanese imports of cotton textiles, 
metals, machinery and engineering supplies were en- 
couraged in order to meet the great shortage. The 
principal Japanese overseas banks opened branches in 
Calcutta and Bombay. Direct lines of steamers were 
inaugurated between Japan, India, and all parts of the 
world. Prominent Japanese merchant houses opened 
branches in Calcutta and Bombay. Commercial 
travellers and inquiry agents came over in large 
numbers, and every importing merchant in India was 
flooded with price lists, catalogues, and _ offers. 


jemmieia £8,889 ,000 
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Japanese stores are now noticeable in every fair-sized 
town in India, and individual Japanese are to be found 
in the most remote parts of the country. 

FUTURE OF JAPANESE TRADE. 

Japanese imports have very largely consisted of 
cheap, showy articles for the bazaar trade, which have 
replaced German and Austrian goods of similar type, 
These articles have not, as a rule, competed with 
British goods. So far as can be ascertained at present, 
Japan will probably retain this trade as—owing to 
heavy taxation and labour troubles—the cost of pro- 
duction in the Central countries is bound to increase, 
and the articles in question are peculiarly suited to 
Japanese conditions of industry. These remarks alg» 
apply in the case of matches and silk products, 
Japanese minerals, such as copper, sulphur and brass, 
will probably continue to be imported in fair quantities, 
There is bound to be a considerable decline, however, 
in such articles as electric cables, wire and accessories; 
paper, hardware, iron and steel, machinery, cutlery, 
paints, apparel and haberdashery, beer, tea chests, 
cement and chemicals. It is to be anticipated that 
there will be greater competition than was apparent 
in 1913, but the imports during the past few years 
lave been inflated solely on account of the shutting. 
oft of normal supplies and not on the grounds of beiter 
quality or more economic production ii Japan; so that 
British makers—provided that their prices are com- 
petitive—should regain their position in these trades. 


CoTTON YARNS AND PIECE-GooDs. 


It is in Great Britain’s staple trade with India, viz., 
cotton yarns and piece-goods, that the most serious 
inroads have been made, and that Japanese competition 
in the future is likely to be most permanent and in- 
sistent. In 1918-19 the relative proportions of the 
quantitative imports from the two main sources of 
supply were as follows :— 


From 
the United From 
Kingdom. Japan. 
Imports. Percentage. Percentage. 
I IND ais sienicdevosyns 25°2 716 
Cotton piece-goods : — 
Unbleached _............. 64°3 35°5 
NEED . ndanerisnaexeseres 95°9 3°7 
Coloured, printed, or 
TNE. 5 cctkesianinksuamantngs 88°5 9-2 


The imports of cotton yarns and cloths during the 
year ending 31st March, 1920, have, it is believed, fallen 
off considerably, but there is little doubt that certain 
classes of Lancashire goods will be faced with increas- 
ing competition in the future. The entry of Japanese 
bleached, dyed, printed and coloured woven goods into 
the market on a fair scale is an earnest of the com- 
petition which may be felt in later years when the 
extensions to the machinery and plant in Japan, now 
either planned or in execution, become operative. The 
fact that Lancashire can barely cope with the volume 
of export business at present offering does not affect 
the question. When the world’s overdue demands for 
textiles have, in course of time, been met, it is only 
to be expected that keen competition will again anise, 
and the recent enormously increased capitalisation of 
Lancashire mills will have, to some extent, discounted 
the impregnable financial position of the Lancashire 
industry. 

DEVELOPMENT OF INDIAN INDUSTRIES AND ITS 
SIGNIFICANCE. 


Mention must be made here of the new era which 
dawning for India—the era of industrial expansion, 
during which the great Dependency will gradually take 
her place as an important manufacturing country an 
a valuable industrial asset to the Empire. The visitor 
to India to-day would see a remarkable change 10 its 
industrial position and in the outlook of its busines 
men as compared with 1913. This is directly attribut- 
able to the lessons taught by the war. The difficulty 0 
securing supplies from the United Kingdom, together 
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with the risk of an interruption of communications by 
sea, has brought home to officials and business men in 
a most forcible manner the great danger of any out- 
lying portion of the Empire being dependent on the 
Mother Country, not only for the munitions and allied 
manufactures necessary for self defence, but also for 
the vital requirements of its industrial life. When war 
broke out it was found that practically every industry 
in the country was dependent on overseas supplies not 
only for its machinery and plant but also for the stores 
and materials used in its daily working. The work of 
the Indian Munitions Board during the war operated 
as a great stimulus to Indian manufacture. This was 
followed by the industrial share boom of 1919, when 
hundreds of companies were floated both in Calcutta 
and Bombay for local manufacture of all kinds. On all 
sides in India one meets a firm resolve to make the 
country as self-supporting as possible. 
THE FUuTuRE. 


It will be observed, therefore, that considerable 
changes are likely to take place in the character of the 
import trade in future, which will require many readjust- 
ments by British exporters to India. The import trade 
in several articles is bound to decline, and the competi- 
tion in many more will be exceedingly acute. India, 
however, stands at the commencement of an era of great 
expansion. The increase in her wants is likely to be so 
creat that the general volume of our trade with her is 
likely to increase rather than diminish. Although there 
will be some changes in the character of our shipments, 
I look forward with confidence to a great expansion in 
our export trade to India when the difficulties and pre- 
occupations of reconstruction in Europe have been met, 
and particularly when labour conditions at home enable 
British manufacturers to quote competitive prices and 
to give reasonable deliveries. 

The extension of industries in India will not only 
increase the general prosperity of the country, and 
thereby raise the standard of living of the people, but 
will tend in the long run to raise the standard and 
widen the range of commodities imported from cver- 
seas, and will make the country a more valuable member 
of the Empire than she has ever been hitherto. 





MONEY AND EXCHANGE IN APRIL. 





The chief event of the month was the raising of the 
Bank rate to 7 per cent. on 15th April, which followed 
by a day the raising of the Treasury Fill rate to 63 per 
cent. Prior to the outbreak of war the Bank rate was 
5 per cent., and, except for a short period after the 
beginning of hostilities when it was 10 per cent., it 
stood at 6 per cent. till 5th April, 1917. On that date 
it was reduced to 5 per cent. and stood at that figure 
till 6th November, 1919, when it was raised to 6 per 
cent. The other chief rates similarly rose by one per 
cent., the Banks Deposit rate and the Discount Houses 
call rate to 5 per cent., and the Discount Houses notice 
rate to 51 per cent. Other rates moved as follows :—- 


April April April April May 
9th. 16th. 23rd. 30th. 7th. 
Bank Bills, 3 ménths 58 63—: 62 63—}h 62 
Fine Trade Bills, 
months... — ae 7 7 7 7 
Short Loans .. .. 43-4 54 5i1—} 54 51—}4 
DaytoDay Loans ,. 3—4 33}—4 4—5 41—5 5 


The increase in the Bank rate had been expected 
for some time, since the efforts of the banks to reduce 
advances had proved fruitless in face of the great 
demands of industry and speculation for money. The 
crisis came in the week ending 10th April, when the 
reduction in Treasury Bills outstanding amounted to no 
less than £63,920,000. As on previous occasions the 
market, by refusing to renew Treasury Bills, forced the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to create new credit in 
order to meet those Bills by borrowing on Ways and 
Means Advances £55,000,000 from the Bank of England 
and £3,950,000 from Public Departments. This loan 
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from the Bank of England would enable ‘the other 
banks, when passed to them in the form of deposits, 
to create further credits up to about £300,000,000. The 
effect of the increase in the rate on Treasury Bills and 
of the in-flow of revenue in the next fortnight was 
to raise Treasury Bills by £8,000,000, and to reduce 
temporary advances by £19,000,000, but in the week 
ending Ist May there was a reduction of £3,000,000 in 
Treasury Pills and an increase of £4,000,000 in 
advances. A sharp turn, however, took place in the 
following week. 
THe NationaL Dest. 

The following table shows the movements of the 
fioating debt, and also the approximate total of debt 
liabilities as calculated by the ‘* Economist’; the 
last-mentioned figure is subject to adjustment, the total 
deadweight debt on 31st December, 1919, being 
£7,998,000,000, as stated in the House of Lords on 18th 
February :— 


Treasury Temporary Total Total 
Bills. Advances. Floating Debt. 
Debt. 
In £ million. 

Dec., 31st, 1920 os 1,107 243 »: 1,350 8,079 
March 3Ist,1920 .. 1,107 205 1,312 7,882 
April 10th, 1920 -- 1,043 264 1,307 7,967 
April 17th, 1920 .. 1,054 246 1,300 7,870 
April 24th, 1920 an 1,051 245 1,296 7,862 
May Ist, 1920 .. 1,048 249 1,297 7,813 

May 8th, 1920 1,964 235 1,299 = 


New CapiTaL ISSUEs. 


The demand made on the money market by issues: 
of new capital may be seen from the following figures 
compiled by the London Joint City and Midland Bank. 
They exclude ‘‘ all‘borrowings by the British Govern- 
ment, shares issued to vendors, allotments arising from 
the capitalisation of reserve funds and undivided 
profits, issues for conversion purposes, and loans by 
Municipalities and County Authorities except in cases 
where there is a specified limit to the total subscrip- 


9? 


tion “‘:— 








1919. 1920. 
£ £ 
January 18,340,586 42,446,210 
February .. 9,683,737 35,213,793 
March 11,862,083 69,355,644 
April 6,048,111 45,795,840 
Total, 4 months 192,811,487 


45,934,517 








The magnitude of the issue in the first four months 
of 1920 is better disclosed when it is mentioned that 
the total issues of the same classes of securities only 
totalled £65,329,511 for the whole year 1918, and 
£237 ,541,363 for the whole year 1919. The issues in 
the first quarter of 1919 were £39,886,406; in the 
second, £40,412,650; in the third, £52,378,959; and in 
the fourth, £104,863,348. Severe pressure on the 
money market has now lasted for about seven months. 


Treasury Bonps. 

On 28th April the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
announced that after 3rd May he would offer for sub- 
scription Treasury Bonds repayable at par on 1st May, 
1935, subject to an option both to the Treasury and 
the holder to secure repayment at par on Ist May, 1925, 
and any subsequent first of May, by giving a year’s 
notice. The minimum rate of interest is 5 per cent., 
payable half-yearly, but during the period ending Ist 
May, 1925, an additional 1 per cent. will be paid when 
the rate on Treasury Bills is over 54 per cent. and 
under 63 per cent., and an additional rate of 2 per cent. 
(making 7 per cent. in all) when the Treasury Bill rate 
is 64 per cent. or over. This arrangement is designed 
to protect the holder of the bond against capital depre- 
ciation when rates for short money are high, while at 
the same time the taxpayer is protected against the 
burden of paying a higher rate of interest than 5 per 
cent. over a long period. This arrangement will also, 
it is hoped, prevent the new issue from causing further 
capital depreciation upon existing Government issues. 
The whole proceeds of the issue are to be applied to the 
reduction of the floating debt, and, consequently, the 
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public and, in particular, the holders of Treasury Bills, 
are urged to support the efforts of the Government. 

It is too soon to estimate the effect of this new issue, 
but it is noteworthy that Five Per Cent. War Loan, 
which was at 87 15-16—88 1-16 on 3lst March and fell 
to 86 13-16 and to 83 13-16 (ex div.) at the end of the 
month, recovered to 84 13-16—15-16 on 7th May. 
Another factor, however, has been that, after the recent 
liquidation of speculative accounts, the public has 
turned to the purchase of safe securities for investment. 

NoTE CIRCULATION. 

The following table shows the movements of the :ote 

circulation and of the coin and bullion in the Bank 


of England :— 
Coin and 
Bullion in 


Currency Bank of Eng- Total Bank of 
Notes. land Notes. Notes. England. 
- In £ thousand. 
3lst Dec., 1919.. 356,152 91,350 447,502 91,342 
3ist Mar., 1920 335,372 105,271 440,643 112,172 
7th April, 1920.. 340,700 106,811 447,511 = 112,145 
14th April, 1920 340,029 106,018 446,047 112,450 
2ist April, 1920 337,182 105,963 443,145 112,421 
28th April, 1920 337,377 107,884 445,261 112,518 
5th May, 1920 .. 343,054 111,116 454,170 112,520 


The return for 21st April shows the return of part of , 


the notes issued for Easter holiday expenditure, but 
this check was only temporary as the figures for dth 
May demonstrate. One significant feature is that on 
the last date given currency notes outstanding were 
£13,098,000 less than on 3lst December, 1919, while 
Bank of England notes were £19,766,000 more. On 
the other hand coin and bullion in the Bank of England 
increased by £21,178,000 by transfer of gold from other 
banks to the Rank of England, part of it being replaced 
by Bank of England notes. 

The return of the London Bankers’ Clearing House 
for the week ended 5th May shows a total of 
£900,374,000 as compared with £490,653,000 in the 
corresponding week of last year, thus attaining a 
“‘record.’’ The total for 1920 to date is 
£14,232,572,000 against £8,355,452,000 for the same 
period of 1919. 

THe ForetiGn EXCHANGES. 

Foreign exchanges exhibited considerable disturbance 
in April. On 5th April the cable rate in New York 
touched 4°05 dollars to the £, but thereafter it relapsed, 
and though it again rose to 3-994 dollars on 9th April 
the general course with occasional fluctuations was 
downwards. A serious fall took place in the third week, 
when the rate lapsed by 82 cents. to 3°884—# dollars. 
There was a further break to 3°81? dollars on 28th April, 
a recovery to 3°874 dollars on the 29th, and a further 
fall to 3°832 dollars on the 30th; further fluctuating 
improvements followed, and on 8th May the rate was 
3°85} dollars. Paris exchange on London was 57:-70— 
57°80 franes to the £ on 3lst March; it fell to 65°50— 
68°80 on 3rd April, but immediately reacted sharply 
to between 65 and 66 francs. On 30th April it was 
63°75—64:50, and on 8th May 59°10—60°25. Italian 
exchange followed a similar course. On 31st March 
it was 80°50—80°75 lire to the £, and on 12th April it 
was 101—107;: business, however, was nominal, and 
the recovery was as swift as the fall. An 30th April 
the rate was 85°00—85-°50, and on 8th May 74:00-— 
76°50. Political conditions were largely responsible 
for the fall in the franc and the lira, and the recovery 
was largely due to the improvement in the international 


outlook. ‘The hand of the speculator in exchange may 
also be traced in the movements alike of dollars, franes 
and lire. Movements of other currencies are shown 
below, the rates quoted being the mean of the quota- 
tions in the ‘‘ Economist ’’:— 

On London. Par. April April April April May 
_— Oth. 16th. 23rd. 30th. 7th. 
Amsterdam 
~ florins to £ 12°*107 10°650 10°725 10°605 10°575 10°550 
Christiania 

kroner to£ 18°159 19°925 19°575 20°145 20°015 20°260 
Stockholm 

kronerto€ 18°159 18°115 17°965 17°975 18°015 18°105 
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On London. Par. April April April April May 
9th. 16th. 23rd. 30th. ith. 
Copenhagen 
kroner to£ 18°159 21°235 21-900 22-735 22°640 22-6409 
Brussels 
francs to£ 25°221 59°000 61°250 60.750 60°050 58-050 
Switzerland 
francs to£ 25°221 21°945 22°025 21.925 21°600 21-885 
Madrid 
pesetas to£ 25°22] 22°245 22°775 22.835 22°725 22-865 
Berlin, marks 
to £ . 20°43 234 245 238.5 220 203 
Buenos Aires 
pence todols. 47°58 59} 594 602 60; 60} 


The improvement in the Amsterdam exchange in 
March continued. In the other centres there was no 
great alteration except in Brussels, which followed 
Paris. 

EXCHANGES IN PERCENTAGES OF GOLD Parity, 

The following tables, in continuation of those given 
in the ** Journal’ of 8th April, show the movemenis 
of the leading rates of exchange, calculated in per- 
centage of gold parity (relative value of the foreien 
currency to that of the country where quotation is 
made) :— 

New YorkK oxn— 


London. _ Paris. come. Amsterdam. 
Ist April .. 80°55 35°50 — 92°36 
8th April 81°68 33°87 22°48 92°36 
15th April .. 81°50 31°80 22°48 92°67 

22nd April .. 79°62 , 31°20 21°96 91°7 
29th April .. 78°74 31°31 23°61 91°11 
6th May 79°03 31°66 25°45 90°49 
LONDON ON— 

Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 
Ist April 31°3S 115-08 100°61 113-20 
8th April .. 28°38 113°84 100°05 114°55 
15th April... 27°12 113°63 100°88 114-38 
22nd April .. 27°87 113°73 101°40 114°90 
29th April .. 29°15 113°95 100°61 115-70 
6th Mav 30°76 114°87 99°67 115°96 

ParIS ON— 

London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 
Ist April 229°07 263 °54 232 °56 261 °25 
Sth April .. 242°45 276°50 247 °32 279 +25 
15th April .. 263°78 297 *86 270 °36 297-00 
22nd April .. 256 °82 290-89 262°44 296-00 
29th April .. 251°69 287 ° 54 252°72 293-00 
6th May 250°89 287 °54 250 °92 291°50 


GOLD AND SILVER. 


Movements in the price of gold and silver per ounce 
have been as follows :— 


1 3:t«g BR Gold. Silver. 
Cash. Forward. 

€A yi i ae d. d. 
April 9th .. 3... «. 102-7 692 693 
April 16th .. 103 7 673 64: 
April 23rd... 106 9 694 66§ 
April 30th .. 107 6 643 63 
May 7th 108 0 60 591 =F 

China, hitherto the largest . purchaser of silver, 


showed an inactive demand, and India also was not 
urgent. On the other hand the Continent and New 
York were offering more freely. Germany has 1.0W 
decided to withdraw all silver coinage from circulation, 
and Messrs. Samuel Montagu and Co., noting that the 
German Reichsbank return for 23rd April shows a 
decrease of 65,542,000 marks in the silver holding, 
equivalenf to 104 million fine ounces, add that “it 
will be of interest to know if this large amount of metal 
is to be placed on the market.’’ <A further fall in 
silver appears inevitable, and an approach to the dollar 
an ounce, at which the United States mint can repur- 
chase under the Pittman Act seems to be in sight. 


Notre CrrcuLaTION IN LEADING CouNTRIES. 


The general situation of the note circulation is shown 
in the following table: 





Latest 
End End End Date, 
Dec., 1913. Dec., 1918. Dec., 1919. 1920. 
£ million. £ million. £ million. £ million. 

United Kingdom : 
Bank of England .. 29°6 70°2 91°4 1111 
Currency Notes — 323 °2 356°2 343°] 
France : Bank of France 228°5 1,210°0 1,491°0  1,530°0 
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End End End Date 
Dec., 1913. Dec., 1918. Dec. 1919. 1920. 
¢ million. £ million. £ million. <£ million. 


~ 


taly : 

: Treasury Notes... 20°0 85°0 90 °9F — 

Bank Notes on 91°3 470°1 651°3 636°2 
Germany : LS gaits’ 

Imperial Bank - 129-7 1,109°4 1,784°9 2,258 °95 

Loan Bureau Notes — 497°0 673°2 671°9 
Austria: Austro-Hun- ; 

garian Bank om 103°9 1,482°8 — 2,493°5 
United States : 

Federal Reserve Notes — 548°] 622°8 624°9 

Other Paper Currency 526°8* 435°2 374°1 354 °6 
Denmark: National : 

Bank she ‘<i 8:4 25°0 27°2 20°14 
Sweden : Bank of 

Sweden ron i 12°2 43°9 40°1 40°5 
Norway: Bank of : 

Norway... - 5°9 24°0 25°0 24°5 
Holland : Netherlands 

Bank a 26°1 89°1 86°1 95°3 
Spain: Bank of Spain 77°0 132°6 154°3 154°3 
Switzerland : Swiss 

National Bank .. 12°6 39°0 41°4 38°6 
Japan : Bank of Japan 42°6 117°2 129°1 127°8 


* End of June. + End of October. 





WATER POWER IN CANADA. 


THE COMPLETED CENSUS. 

The Dominion Water Power Branch, Department of 
the Interior, and the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
Department of Trade and Commerce, have through co- 
operation, just completed an exhaustive census and 
analysis of the developed water power in Canada. The 
figures, which are complete to Ist J anuary, 1920, are 
exceptionally interesting, and are indicative of the 
manner in which the water power resources of the 
Dominion are being put to effective use. Practically 
every great industrial centre in Canada is now served 
with hydro-electrical energy, and has within easy trans- 
mission distance ample reserves of water power. Active 
construction in hydro-electrical enterprise is fast link- 
ing up the few centres which are still unserved, and 
which have water power resources in their vicinity. In 
those localities where water,power is not available there 
are fuel reserves of coal, gas or oil. 

Tor Emprre’s WATER POWER. 


According to a recent computation the water power 
resources of the British Empire have been placed at 
from 50 to 70 million horse power. This does not include 
such territories, formerly under control of the Central 
European Powers, as will fall in future under British 
influence. ‘To this total Canada contributes 20 million 
horse power. This figure represents the power avail- 
able at sites of which more or less definite information 
is to hand. Continued investigation will probably add 
to this figure. 

THe ExistinG PLANTS IN CANADA. 

According to the statistics just compiled there is in- 
stalled throughout the Dominion some 2,418,000 turbine 
or water wheel horse power, of which 2,215,000 horse 
power is actually and regularly employed in useful 
work. The larger figure includes the total installed 
capacity at full gate, including reserve units. It does 
not, however, include hydraulic excite units. A large 
number of the plants now operating are designed for 
the addition of further units as the market demands 
arise. The ultimate capacity of these plants, together 
with that of new plants now under construction, total 
some 3,385,000 horse power. 


CENTRAL STATIONS. 


Of the total power installed 1,756,791 h.p., or 72°7 
per cent., is installed in central electric stations. By 
central electric stations are meant stations which are 
engaged in the development of electrical energy for sale 
and distribution. Central station power is sold for light- 
ing, mining, electro-chemical and electro-metallurgical 
industries, milling and general manufacturing. The 
central station total includes a portion of the totals as 
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used in other industries. In the pulp and paper industry 
473,265 h.p. is utilised, of which 381,631 h.p. is gener- 
ated directly from water in pulp and paper establish- 
ments, while 91,634 h.p. is purchased from central 
hydro-electric stations. 

POWER For INDUSTRIES. 

Hydro-electric power used for other purposes and 
other industries may be classified as follows: For light- 
ing purposes, 434,613 h.p.; in mining industry, 177,728 
h.p.; in flour and grist mills, 42,7386 h.p.; im lumber 
and saw mills, 37,918 h.p.; in other manufacturing 
industries, 172,955 h.p. These figures show the wide- 
spread manner in which the Dominion’s water ower 
resources are being applied to the furtherance of its 
industrial development. During the fiscal year ending 
31st March, 1919, there were exported from plants 
175,000 h.p. years. 


SMALL AND LARGE PLANTS. 


The total installation of 2,417,896 h.p. is comprised 
of 3,370 units of an average capacity of 715 h.p. While 
2,244 of these units are of 100 h.p. or under, they con- 
tribute only 82,204 h.p., or 3°4 per cent. to the total. 
A total of 1,845,427, or 76°3 per cent. of the whole is 
contributed by units of 2,000 h.p. and over; 1,391,025 
h.p., or 57°6 per cent. by units of 5,000 h.p. and over; 
1,029,900 h.p., or 42°6 per cent. by units of 10,000 h.p. 
and over; and 160,000 h.p. or 66 per cent. by units of 
20,000 h.p. and over. This is illustrative of the modern 
tendency towards the installation of large units. Refer- 
ence might be made to the 50,000 h.p. turbines which 
are contemplated for the new development of the Ontario 
Hydro-Electric Power Commission at Queenston. 

The central station industry has made great strides: 
in Canada in recent years. A network of transmission 
systems, which are being rapidly extended from year 
to year, covers central and south-western Ontario and 
southern Quebec. Other systems established in 
numerous centres from coast to coast are likewise 
rapidly extending their scope. Of the primary power 
used in the central stations throughout the Dominion 
91°4 per cent. is derived from water, showing how near 
the water power resources are to industrial centres. 


Cost OF CONSTRUCTION. 


Of special interest to engineers is the actual cost 
of construction of. hydro-electric power stations, 
exclusive of transmission and distribution systams. 
The figures of 70 representative hydro-electric stations 
throughout the Dominion, with an aggregate turbine 
installation of 745,797 horse power, show a total con- 
struction cost of 50,740,468 dols. (pre-war figures), or 
an average of 69°11 dols. per installed horse power. 
This cost includes the capital invested in construction 
of dams, flumes, penstocks, and all hydraulic works, 
and of power stations and equipment. It excludes real 
estate and transmission and distribution equipment. 
The figures in brief represent the capital cost of con- 
struction at the power site. 


POWER AND POPULATION. 


With a water power development of 274 h.p. per 
thousand population, Canada stands well in the fore- 
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front in respect to availability and utilisation of hydro 
power resources, being only surpassed in this respect by 
Norway. The water power reserves still untouched 
form a substantial basis for the progressive exploitation 
and development of other natural resources, and if 
properly co-ordinated with the development, and utilisa- 
tion of the very large fuel resources of the Dominion, 





should assure continued industrial expansion and 
prosperity. 
DISTRIBUTION OF DEVELOPED WaTER POWER. 

Total Ultimate 

Waterwheel Designed 

and Turbine Capacity 

Horse-Power of Plants 
s Installed. now operat- Installed Unde- 
ing or under H.P. veloped 
construction per 1,000 water 
in H.P. Population. power. 
i 15,199 13,199 1,467 100,000 
British Columbia ...... 508 , 167 550.832 429 3,000,000 
ASS SRE eves 52,992 33,070 56 466 ,00U 
Saskatchewan _............ — — — 567,000 
REE Ree 835,447 , 297,047 135 3,218,000 
oad 1,015,726 1,460,920 560 5,800,000 
“a ol 910,029 1,146,465 391 6,000,000 
New Brunswick ......... 18,080 29,115 49 300 ,00U 
re 34 323 52,202 66 100,000 
Prince Edward Island 1,933 1,958 21 3,000 
aes 2.417.896 3.384.803 274 19,554,000 








CENTRAL ELrEctTRIC STATIONS OPERATED BY WaATER POWER. 
Installed Horse Powerin. Capital a. 








Waterwheels er 

and Fuel Horse 

Turbines. Auxiliaries. Total. Total. Power. 

Dols. Dols. 

Yukon _......... 10,000 — 10,000 3,471,678 347 

British Columbia 211,043 26,780 237,823 38,450,131 182 

Alberta ....... 32,580 2,405 34,985 6,990,972 214 

Manitoba ... 71,790 19,400 91,190 14,340,458 200 

Ontario ......... 794,621 39,520 834,151 170,112,988 21 

Quebec _......... $23,088 28,163 661,251 133,645,655 214 

New. Bruns- 

wick — ......... 9,378 500 9.878 1,543,727 165 

Nova Scotia ... 4,064 420 4 484 842,122 20/ 
Prince Edward 

are 227 —- 227 67,230 296 

Totals 1,756,791 117.198 1,873,989 369.464,961 210 


od 
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Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “‘ Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selvres.] 














SWEDISH IMPORTERS AND GERMAN EXPORT 
PRICES. 

According to a Swedish authority, export prices at 
the recent Leipzig Fair amounted to as much as 600- 
1,000 per cent. above prices for the home market. 
Many Swedish would-be buyers are said to have been 
so coldly received by their old connections in Germany 
that they preferred to return without doing business. 
No improvement is expected, as German houses began 
to charge their goods in Swedish currency as from 15th 
April. This means a severe blow to Swedish im- 
porters, the majority of whom had already bought 
their requirements of German marks for the whole of 
this year. 

As from 15th May it is stated that payment for all 
German exports will be demanded in the currency of 
the purchasing country. 





PROPOSED REVISION OF JAPANESE FACTORY 
LAW. 

It. is reported on reliable authority, states the Com- 
mercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Tokio, that, as 
an immediate result of the International Labour Con- 
ference at Washington, the Japanese Government in- 
tend to revise the Factory Law. 

It is proposed to make it applicable to factories em- 
ploying not less than ten operatives. The existing Law 
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provides for a minimum of fifteen. The age limit is to 
be raised from 12 to 14 years, and the number of hours 
is to be reduced from 12 to 10. 

Women will be strictly forbidden to work during 
the night from 10 p.m, tod a.m. 

The regulations regarding female labour before and 
after child-birth are at present vague and unsatisfactory. 
Under the revised Law it is proposed that women shall 
be entitled to a rest of six weeks after child-birth and 
to a similar period of rest before child-birth if they so 
desire. 

The Government is giving serious attention to the 
whole question of labour legislation, including the issue 
of regulations controlling miners and railway workers, 
but it is doubtful if it will be possible to complete the 
draft Bills for presentation to the Diet during the 
present session. 





A FRUIT PEST IN GREECE. 

During the last few years the Mediterranean fly 
(Karatitit Capitata) has caused enormous damage to 
almost all kinds of fruit and vegetables in Greece. 
Those most affected are oranges, apples, pears, peachgs, 
apricots, plums and tomatoes. In the early autumn 
the female fly punctures the fruit at the time of its 
attaining maturity and lays the eggs in the pulp. The 
eggs develop, causing the fruit to rot and drop. No 
remedy against this pest has as yet been discovered, 
states H.M. Consul at Patras. The destruction of the 
fallen fruit to prevent the spread of the fly, or the 
more drastic measure of trying to eradicate it by sacri- 
ficing one year’s yield for the good of coming years, 
does not appeal to the thrifty class of peasant and 
land owner. 


—- ~ ‘ 


DEEP WATERWAY FROM NORTH AMERICAN 
GREAT LAKES TO THE SEA. 


Members of the United States Great Lakes-St. 
Lawrence Tidewater Association and of the Canadian 
Deep Waterways and Power Association are actively 
co-operating with commercial organisations and _ busi- 
ness men in Ontario and in Western Canada in the 
work of arousing interest in the movement to deepen 
the necessary waterways between the head of the Lakes 
and the Atlantic, so that large steamers may proceed 
from Lake Superior ports, via Montreal, across the 
Atlantic without break of cargo. 

The Fort William and Port Arthur Grain Exchange, 
Fort William, Ontario, is strongly in favour of the plan. 
The secretary of the Exchange, in a paper prepared for 
a convention at Winnipeg, gives the following outstand- 
ing advantages that would accrue to the grain trade of 
Western Canada in general and of Fort William and 
Port Arthur in particular; (1) Reduction of freight rates; 
(2) elimination of transfers of grain; (3) elimination of 
shortage of grain in eastern elevators; (4) retention of 
identity of grain shipped; (5) elimination of shrinkage 
and resultant reduction in quality; (6) elimination of 
delays to shipments; (7) non-disturbance of grain after 
final inspection at Fort William and Port Arthur. 








PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL BUYING CENTRE. 

With the object of enabling Oriental and Pacific 
Ocean buyers to place orders in San Francisco and 
thereby obviating a journey to New York, an institution 
to be known as the Pacific International Buying Centre 
is being organised in the Western city. The unexpected 
success of the San Francisco Furniture Exchange has 
apparently been the inspiration for the present project, 
which will embrace general trade and will be organised 
on the lines of the Bush Terminals and such institu- 
tions. His Majesty’s Consul-General in San Francisco 
in reporting the matter to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, states that he has assured the management of 
his hearty approval and co-operation in supplying 
information regarding British manufacturers and their 
products. 


— 
— 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


BRITISH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL ART. 

With reference to its forthcoming exhibition, the 
British Institute of Industrial Art, 217, Knightsbridge, 
S.W., communicates the following notice :— 


Exhibitors of finished works will in all cases be at liberty 
to accompany them with designs of similar or kindred work. 
With this one exception, designs are not eligible as exhibits, 
but may be admitted in the Institute’s Information Bureau, 
where they will be available for inspection by visitors and 
buyers. 

The time limit for sending in application forms and ex- 
hibits is extended to 15th May, 1920. 








BIRMINGHAM BUSINESS EFFICIENCY 
EXHIBITION. 

A Business Efficiency Exhibition is being organised 
by the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, and will 
be held from the 9th to the 18th September next. 

Communications should be addressed to the Chamber, 
95, New Street, Birmingham. 





EXHIBITIONS IN THE ARGENTINE 
REPUBLIC. 

Steps are being taken in Buenos Aires to bring about 
the organisation of an exhibition of Argentine products 
and manufactured goods 

The last display of this kind, on a big scale, was held 
in 1910, and it is now pointed out that owing to the 
considerable progress since made in many industries in 
this country, it is highly desirable that no time should 
be lost in organising another exhibition on similar lines. 


EXHIBITION OF AMERICAN GOooDs. j 
It has been announced that an extensive exhibition of 


coods manufactured in the United States will be held in 


Buenos Aires during November. It is stated that the 
scheme has the support of the United States Government 
as well as the assistance of the United States Chamber 
of Commerce in Buenos Aires. : 

It is intended to hold the exhibition on the premises 
of the Argentine Rural! Society at Palermo, and pro- 
visional structures will be erected in order to provide, 
together with the numerous existing halls and sheds, 
a total covered floor space of some 300,000 square feet. 

The exhibition will comprise the display of: 
Machinery ; locomotives; agricultural machines and im- 
plements; motors; dairying machinery; steel castings; 
railway materials; building materials ; motor cars ; motor 
lorries and accessories ; electrical materials and fittings; 
surgical, medical and dental instruments; scientific 
instruments; musical instruments; silverware; porce- 
lain; cutlery; domestic utensils; textiles; silk, cotton 
and woollen goods; clothing, etc. 





EXHIBITION OF BRITISH GOODS AT 
MADRID. 

An exhibition of British goods is being organised at 
Madrid in the summer by a member of the British 
Chamber of Commerce. Half the space is being taken 
by the promoter for the goods of his own principals. 
The remaining space may be taken by any United King- 
dom firms desiring to be represented. 

The promoter intends to travel the various exhibits 
over Spain after the close of the Madrid Exhibition. 
He does not propose to apply to the Spanish Govern- 
ment to allow the import free of duty of the articles 
for his purpose, as has been done for the Barcelona and 
Algeciras Sample Fairs, his general idea being, once 
the Exhibition is over, that the goods should be sold 
in Spain and not treated merely as samples. 


EXHIBITION IN WARSAW. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
an Anti-Fire Exhibition will take place in Warsaw in 
the autumn. The exhibits will be divided into four 
classes. 

Class I.—Anti-Fire machinery (fire engines, hand 
pushed, motor fire engines, automobile engines, ]adders 
of all types, wagons, fire brigade requisites, fire brigade 
arms, etc.). 








EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 





Class [IJ.—¥ireproof Architecture (fireproof materials, 
machinery for their fabrication, fireproof structures, 
models, estimates and projects, etc.). 

Class IIJ.—Anti-fire Installations (water tanks, 
ordinary and artesian wells, water supply installations, 
— fire alarms, various patent fire extinguishers, 
etc.). 

Class IV.—Fire insurance (statistics, publications, 
designs, maps, etc.). 

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has an 
official delegate on the Committee and gives financial 
support. 

Foreign exhibits will not pay any Customs duties, pro- 
vided: they are covered by a certificate from the Exhi- 
bition Committee. The Committee will also give all 
necessary information. The Committee’s address is 


‘“ Warsaw Aleje Jerozolimskie 55. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


Great Wark Exuisition— 

May 15th-Oct. 2nd. Address to Secretary, Crystal Palace. 
r= EXHIBITION OF THE BRITISH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL 

: 

May 3ist, 217, Knightsbridge, 8.W.7. 

CANADIAN PrRopucts ExHIBITION— 

June Srd-17th, at Agricultural Hall, Islington. Address 
to 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 

Empire Timper ExnmrsiTion— 

July 5th-17th, at Holland Park Skating Rink, London, 
W.11. Organised by Department of Overseas Trade. 
(See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ March 11th.) 

CLoTHING, Erc., ExH1BnIT1ION— 

July 5th-16th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, International 
Trade Exhibitionis, Ltd., Broad Street House, Old Bread 
Street, E.C.2. 

INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION— 

July 9th-20th, 1920, at Olympia, organised by a joint: 
Committee of the Society of British Aircraft Con- 
structors, Ltd., and the Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 

HEALTH EXHIBITION— 
July 19th-August 5th, at Bingley Hall, Birmingham. 
Organised by Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham 
Palace Road, 8.W.1. Entries by June 26th. 

Boy Scouts’ ExHrs1r1on— 
July 30th-August 7th. 

SPORTS AND PastTIMES ExHIBITION— 
August 2nd, at Royal Agricultura] Hall. 

BAKERS’, CoNFECTIONERS’, AND ALLIED TRADERS’ BXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th. at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 


THe Macuing TOOL AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
—— Secretary, 70, Victoria Street, Westminster, 

Grocers’, Provision DraLers’ & ALLIED TRADERS’ ExHIBITION— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victor 
Street, E.C.4. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOB AND LEATHER FaIR— 
October 4th to Sth, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
Organised by ‘‘ The Shoe and Leather Reoord,’’ 40, Fins- 
bury Square, E.C.2, on behalf of The Shoe and Leather 
Fair Society, Ltd. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Motor: VEHICLE EXHIBITION— 
October, 1920, at Olympia. Organised by the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pali Mall, 
London, 8. W.1. 

INTERNATIONAL Motor ExHIsITION— 
November, 1920, at Olympia. Organised by the Society 
of Moter Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, 
London, S.W.1. 

Tue Cycize anp Moror-Cycta SHow— 
November-December, 1920, at Olympia. Organised by 
the Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers’ and Traders’ 
Union, Ltd., The Towers, Coventry. 

INTERNATIONAL RuBBER EXHIBITION— 
London, June, 1921. 


OVERSBAS. 
AtHens Hovusinc EXHIBITION— 
By the Greek Ministry of National Economy. Throughk- 
out the year. Apply to Le Ministre de 1l’Economie 
Nationale, Section de la Prevoyance Sociale, Athens. 
Panis-InpustTRiAL Art SaLon— 
March to July. Provisional Office: 1, Rue de Heider, 
Paris (9e). 
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Tox1o Overseas Expansion EXHIBITION— 
March 15th to June 7th. 
AMSTERDAM IpEAL Homes EXHIBITION— 
May lst to June 7th. 
ANTWERP FETES— 
May to October. 
DOENG FarR— 
_ May, 1920. (See ‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ December 
18th, 1919.) 
Lucerne EvecrricaL ExHIBITION— 
May 15th to June 15th. (Swiss only.) 
Venice Art EXHIBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th to 
October 31st by Municipality at the Exhibition Palace. 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Esponzione (Muni- 
cipio) Venice. 
LitLe INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
May-October. Organised by Corporation. 
Papua SAMPLE Farn— 
June, 1920. Applications to :—la Camera di Commercio 
di Padova. 
LEMBERG AGRICULTURAL MAacHINERY— 
June, and motor-plough competition, near Tarnopol. 
Apply to Exhibition Committee, Warsaw, Chmielna, 
No. 2. 
Borpeavux TRADE Farr— 
Fourth Annual Fair, June 5th-20th. Apply to Comité 
de la Foire, Bordeaux. 
SUNDSVALL FarR— 
: June 21st-27th. 
‘Lipau SAMPLE FarR— 
June. 
Hetsincrors TRADE Farr— 
June 27th-July 6th. Apply to the ‘“‘ Finska Messan,”’ 
Helsingfors. (See ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal,’’ May 6th.) 
- OSTERSUND EXHIBITION— 
July 2nd. (See ‘‘Board of Trade Journal,’ February 
5th.) 
‘Geneva. Swiss WATCH AND JEWELLERY FAaIR— 
July 11th-25th, at Geneva. A National Fair. 
SLinkoprna (SwepDEN)— 
July 15th to August 18th. 
Metz Nationa ExursrT1ion— 
July 22nd to September 26th. (See ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Journal,’’ March 18th.) 
Lerezic Tecnnicar, SAMPLE FAatIR— 
August 15th-2ist. 
GENERAL Farr— 
August 29th. 
CoNVENTION OF FIRE DEPARTMENT CHIEFS OF THE WoRLD— 
July 25th-30th, at Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
SwepisH TRADE Fair— 
August 2nd-8th, at Malmo. 
CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
August 28th to September 11th, at Toronto. Apply to 
Mr. Walters, King Street East, Toronto, Ontario. 
NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
Christiania, September 5th-12th. 
Pracue Farr— 
September 5th to 28th. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL F'ArR— 
September 5th to October 10th. Applications to La 
Direccion General de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 
30 Barcelona. 
LAUSANNE. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE— 
September 11th-26th, 1920. 
Cotoene Trape Farr (INTERNATIONAL)— 
September 20th. Apply to Messrs. Masson, Seeley, Ltd., 
121, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 
Att British ExHIBITION— 
Singapore, September. 
Lyons Farr— 
October 1st-15th. 


Early this year. Organised by the Association of 
Automobile Merchants of Denmark. (See ‘“ Board of 
Trade Journal,’”’ January 8th.) 

Swiss Sampie Farr— 
Lausanne. Autumn. 

Warsaw EXHIBITION OF ANTI-FIRE APPLIANCES— 
Autumn. 

SHANGHAI— 
Exhibition of American and Chinese products late in 
the year. 


TRADE TOURS. 
Trade Tours are under organisation by the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, as follows :— 


To the British Dominions, leaving in summer. 
To South America 

To Far East } To follow. 
To U.S.A 


Full particulars may be had on application to the Department 
ef Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street. London, S.W.1. 


—_— — 
—— — 








Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
BRITISH INDIA. — 











WEEKLY CABLE. 

rhe weekly cable from the Director-General of Commercial 

Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 5th May, is as under :— 
SEASON. 

Rain nearly general in Burma and Assam. Local in 
Bengal, Orissa, Southern’ India, Bombay Deccan, Central 
Provinces, Rajputana, and North-West frontier. 

General crop conditions good. 

Fina SesamMum Forecast. 

All India Final (Supplementary) Estimate Sesamum crop 
4,465,000 acres, 494,000 tons. (Corresponding supplementary 
forecast for last year 3,501,000 acres, 258,000 tons.) 

MakkETs. 

Bombay Cotton Market steady. Fully Good Broach May 
Rs. 463, July-August Rs. 443. Piece-goods Market lifeless. 
with very weak demand. Jute market quiet but steady. 
Hessians quiet, with prices tending upwards. Heavy Goods 
quiet, with easier rates. 

No change in Bank Rates. 


ee ee 


AUSTRALIA. 
IMPORTS DURING § 1919. 


(from H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.) 
MELBOURNE. 





Imports into the Commonwealth of Australia from all 
sources during 1919 were valued at £86,110,144, as compared 
with £60,822,407 in 1918. The imports of the last full year 
before the war, viz., 1913, were valued at £79,446,837, so 
that, taking into account the much higher prices now ruling, 
considerable headway has yet to be made by British Empire 
and foreign exporters for their shipments to equal in bulk 
the pre-war level. 


The value of imports during the three years mentioned 
from the four leading sources were as follows : — 


1919. 1918. 1913. 
; £ £ 

United Kingdom ... 31,019,318 22,074,661 41,327,702 
Other’ British 

COMMEFIOS — ...6600005. 11,791,246 11,221,096 8,975,114 
I erie adabiioneas 4,820,860 4,977,085 950,300 
United States of 

a 27 ,299 459 15,453,855 10,908,653 


QUARTERLY Imports In 1919. 


In the following table, giving the values of imports into 
the Commonwealth during each of the four quarters of last 
year, it will be noticed that the lead which the United States 
took over the United Kingdom in the April-June period was 
barely maintained in the succeeding quarter, and was most 
decisively lost in the last three months of the year. As can 
be seen, this was due almost entirely to the shrinkage in 
imports from the United States, the increase in imports 
from the United Kingdom being, in comparison therewith, 
quite insignificant. A moderate increase in imports from 
Japan is also shown in the final quarter of 1919, leaving the 
figures materially below those of the April-June quarter, and 
still not much more than half those of the first quarter of 
the year. 





Other Total from 

Quarter United British Japan. United all 
1919. Kingdom. Sources. States. Countries, 

£ £ £ £ 
January-March ......... 9,641.797 2,963,724 1.738.227 7.160.114 23.926,485 
Amril-FUMO” — ...cccccccccess 7.902.644 3,379.101 1.250.213 8.860.385 24,255,921 
July-September ......... 6.685.996 2,493,606 855.438 6.691.359 19.081.861 
October-December  ... 6,788,881 2,954,815 976.982 4.587.591 18,845,877 
Totals ecccccecscee SEO ES TLL 4,820.60 27,209.459 86,110.144 


am» — 





Imports or Octoper-DecemBer, 1919, CLASSIFIED. 


The following is a detailed statement of imports into the 
Commonwealth during the quarter ended 3lst December, 
1919. Similar statements of imports during the preceding 
quarters of last vear will be found in the issues of the 
“Journal” of 19th February, 1920 (page 261), 15th January, 
1920 (page 79), and 16th October, 1919 (page 477). 
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Imports, OcTOBER-DECEMBER, 1919. 





United Other United Total 
Class of Goods. Kingdom. British Japan. States all 
Countries. ol . Coun- 
° America. tries. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
1. Foodstuffs of — 
igin but excluding oa 
vibe animals — 60.105 G7 322 1,351 119,388 332,137 
» stuffs of vege- a 
if py origin Pes 54.281 279,261 °6,780 54.579 1,428,756 
2, Beverages se rage 
substances u a, 
a_i om nancial tatiaiis 57.49% 416,131 4,352 7,981 886,067 
spirituous and_ alco- oe 
: hotic ee 153.515 4.526 400 113s 218.793 
> Tobacco and prepara- 
" "ae thereof _— ai 18,066 2,665 2 171,892 248,898 
6. Live animals ............ 41,077 6,976 — 95 18,166 
7 Animal a 
‘mainly manufac- 
ea “not foodstuffs 118.889 152,838 792 5,150 312,091 
gs. Vegetable substances ; 
a eae 41.653 498.615 43,703 34,678 806.905 
Se EE 304,298 52,248 56,540 255.723 796 ,400 
OD QRS 2 077.227 50,119 823,037 266.670 3,146,225 
(ec) Manufactured Toews 
22 eases 31.888 532.833 1, 3.678 — 571,307 
10. Oils, fats and waxes... 19,456 127 929 21,285 539.271 1,217 ,352 
11. Paints and Varnishes 53.247 2.482 157 36,221 97 .625 
12. Stones and minerals : : 
used industrially ...... 2,872 24.065 27 5.203 52,243 
13. Ores and metals un- 
manufactured or ? 
partly manufactured 140.031 12.592 627 37,144 200.973 
14. (a) Machines and 
machinery ......... 390.625 24,084 326 478,618 944,398 
(b) Other manufac- 
tures of metal 1.928.788 115,909 36,919 1,156.195 3,287,996 
15. (a) Indiarubber and 
indiarubber manu- 
i ease, 52,467 61,268 1.270 114,810 250 366 
(b) Leather and_ its 
manufactures and 
substitutes there- 
for i 25.106 S.794 39 130,124 165.461 
16. Wood and wicker, raw 
and manufactured . 17.750 190,014 72,362 261,363 606,264 
17. Earthenware, cements. 
china, glass and 
GROMOTOTD  occccsdcccccess 116,684 1.331 63,331 58 549 244 .082 
re 56,148 110.171 5.337 165.743 565,986 
(b) Stationery ............ 22? 063 4,323 5,287 75,582 319,064 
19. Jewellery. timepieces 
and fancy goods ...... 168.397 63.097 83,087 51.0138 405.049 
°). Optical, surgical and 
scientific instruments 72.295 ? 981 2,791 132,743 214.730 
°1. Drugs, chemicals and 
TOTCIIGETS .....cccccccccccee 278.199 69.174 19.115 153,192 737 955 
22. Miscellaneous ............ 314,167 73,067 56 329 271.973 770,635 














6,788.881 2.954.815 976,982 4,587.591 18,845,877 














CANADA. 





THE ELECTRICAL APPARATUS INDUSTRY. 

A preliminary report on the above industry for the 
calendar year 1918 has been completed by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics, covering the operations of 68 plants. 
Ontario had 42 plants, Quebec 13, Manitoba 7, British 
Columbia 3, Alberta 2, and Saskatchewan 1. 


CapITaL INVESTMENT. 


The total capital investment for the Dominion was 
43,285,405 dols., of which 10,636,572 dols. was in land, build- 
ings, and fixtures ; 6,518,132 dols. in machinery and tools; 
17,071,528 dols. in materials; stocks in process, finished 
products, fuel and miscellaneous, supplies on hand as per 
inventory; and 9,059,173 dols. in working capital. Of the 
total investment, Ontario contributed 26,426,129 dols., 
Quebec 16,525,454 dols., Manitoba 253,026 dols., British 
Columbia 42,881 dols., Alberta 19,736 dols., and Saskatche- 
wan 18,179 dols. 


EMPLOYEES, SALARIES AND WAGES. 


The number of persons at employment by classes and by 
sex, together with the amounts paid to each class in salaries 
or wages are shown in the following tabular statement : — 








Number of Salaries 
Emplovees. and Wages. 

Classes of Employment. Male. Female. ols. 
Officers, superintendents, managers 256 4 741,361 

Clerks, stenographers, and other 

salaried employees _................ 852 569 1,563,577 
Wage earners, average number ... 5,483 1,695 6,144,903 
Outside piece-workers................ 4 — 6,864 
REL ?jdhihutiddentiabiedinveewtee 6,595 2,268 8,456,705 


Fvet ConsuMPTION. 


The total value of all fuel used during the year amounted 
to 497,074 dols., of which 87,325 dols. was of Canadian origin 
and 409,749 dols. of foreign origin. Coal used amounted to 
52,228 tons, valued at 328,165 dols. : coke, 1,880 tons, valued 
at 21,310 dols.; gasoline, 15,120 gallons, worth 5,528 dols. ; 


| 
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fuel oil, 373,681 gallons, worth 41,607 dols. ; wood, 237 cords, 
worth 1,928 dols. ; gas, natural and artificial, 34,814,000 cubic 
feet, worth 27,106 dols.; and other fuel for which no quan- 
tity is given to the value of 17,480 dols. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 

The outlay under this heading for the year amounted to 
4,380,448 dols., and comprised the following items: —Rent 
of offices, works, etc., 296,975 dols.; rent of power, 263,358 
dols.; insurance premiums, 127,048 dols.; taxes (internal 
revenue, war, etc.), 227,659 dols.; taxes (municipal, pro- 
vincial, etc.), 161,890 dols.; royalties, use of patents, etc., 
20,125 dols.; advertising expenses, 160,064 dols.; travelling 
expenses, 187,844 dols.; ordinary repairs to buildings and 
plants, 1,025,669 dols.; and all other sundry expenses, 
1,909,816 dols, 





MatTerRIALs USEp. 


The quantity and cost value of all materials delivered at: 
the works during the year are summarised in the following. 
table : — 





Unit of Cost value~ 
Classes of Materials. Measure. Quantity. at Works. 
Dols-. 

Foundry castings, iron, brass, 
copper, and aluminium ... tons 95,099 1,895,700 
ET ET Te tons 4,190 219,832 

Steel, bar, sheet and castings 
OP, | hitiidaies eudendwcseetileiieiaia tons 6,287 975,841 
LL nT eva agen wore tons 1,287 187,380 
Insulating materials —......... tons 6,290 1,214,194 
SE askikcsckancnnesaieicininin 1,000 ft 2,468 109,039 
MD”  Sivdiibngheasiddadbanawienaaianaieds Ibs. 177,960 85,013 
Copper and copper wire ...... Ibs. 5,332,447 4,099,318 
EN vccciscnctssecemineiin — — 175,459 

All other miscellaneous 
IN © Siiitininieembsteebaeene — — 4,818,89EF 
cs ss ccanrenrecnderettindiaeaesiicaindiines 13,780,667 

PrRopvctTs. 


The quantity and selling value at the works of all articles 
produced during the year is given in the following table: — 


Selling value 


Classes of Products. Quantity. at Works. 
Dols. 
Dynamos, generators, and converters... 14,249 1,503,443 
EE ie ROE Cea E LTT 193,904 2,291,874 
Switch boards, panel boards and 
ERE eee TT TI — 990,898 
es MIE IN obvi Sik csi cecicnsh vncdnradics 115,111 2,727,673 
ON II iio a sihsidsndadsseceseqccess 262,514 212,624 
Primary batteries ....0......0...cc00eeeee. 4,869,468 1,397,635 
Tncamdesoant Laman «... 2060. <00ieccscseccess 601,288 1,525,198 
Incandescent lamps (No. not specified) —- 399,547 
Sockets, receptacles, bases, etc. ......... — 415,855 
‘lectric light fixtures, all kinds ......... on 311,844 
Telegraph apparatus ..............0...eeeeee —. 71,230 
Telephone transmitters .................. 26,175 50,000 
Telephone receivers .............0eescscsecseee 56,750 95,000 
Telephone interior systems ............... 46,478 444,000 
Telephone central switchboards ......... 37 750,000 
Telephone private exchange boards ... 323 110,000 
Insulated wires and cables ............... — 5,154,984 
Electrical machinery, all other ...,..... — 1,738,085 
ETO POLE TTD — 1,362,666 
All other miscellaneous products ...... — 8,492,843 
ee MR isisnitsitiiiidetiticsnamin 30,045,399 





NEW ZEALAND. 





LOANS FOR PUBLIC WORKS. 


Considerable development schemes are being prosecuted 
at the present time by municipal and other public authori- 
ties in New Zealand, and every issue of the ‘‘Government 
Gazette’? contains several notices of loans for these purposes 
having been approved and carried by the local authorities. 

New Zealand is naturally taking up the work of develop- 
ment which was suspended during the war, and it is desirable 
that United Kingdom manufacturers should keep themselves 
informed through their resident representatives in the 


ae 
$ 
$i 
; 

PS 
‘ 


ee 





aT 


{ 
4 
* 





THE BOARD QF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


May 13, 1920. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





Dominion of the openings for United Kingdom manufac- 
tures and materials which are now being presented. 

A recent issue of the ‘‘Gazette’’ contained loan sanctions 
covering close on £1,000,000. The money is required by 
various authorities for many purposes, including road 
metalling material, abattoirs, public libraries, drainage 
works, etc., dredging machinery, crushing machinery, elec- 
trical traction, and tramway extensions and improvements 
(£340,000) at Christchurch. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


PORTLAND CEMENT MANUFACTURE AT 
PORT ELIZABETH. 


Important developments are taking place in connection 
with the Portland cement industry in the neighbourhood of 
Port Elizabeth. Harbour improvement works are in pro- 
gress in Algoa Bay, and it is probable that the Portland 
cement industry will receive considerable encouragement in 
the immediate future in meeting this local demand alone. 
A sum of £4,500,000 has been mentioned for the construction 
of breakwater jetties and port works, out of which £1,500,000 
is now being expended as a first instalment. 

United Kingdom manufacturers of plant should find a 
ready market in connection with both the Portland cement 
developments and the Algoa Bay Harbour schemes. 

One leading syndicate at Port Elizabeth claims to have 
discovered a large deposit of the limestone, etc., suitable for 
the manufacture of cement. In fact, the original estimate 
of available materials for manufacturing cement is now more 
than trebled. 











EUROPE. 








GREECE. 
TRADE TENDENCIES. 


(From E. C. Donaldson Raulins, Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation.) 
ATHENS. 


During a short tour recently carried out through various 
centres in the Ionian Islands, Epirus, and the Peloponnese, 
it has been possible to secure some indication as to the trend 
of trade, and the extent to which British trade is reviving 
and developing. The general conclusions are set out below: 


Corrv. 

As might be expected, for geographical reasons as well as 
for those connected with the rate of Exchange, Italy ap- 
pears to be rather the dominating factor in Corfu trade. No 
British or French steamships make regular calls at Corfu, 
but the following Italian steamship lines call regularly :— 

The Lloyd Triestino Line, two boats weekly, each way. 
The Puglia Line, one boat weekly. 

There is much complaint that British goods take a very 
long time to reach Corfu, via Patras, and, even then, arrive 
much damaged and often unfit for sale. 

There appears to be no special competition from France 
er America. There is, however, a French store which 
sells all kinds of articles of a rather cheap variety. 
It was stated that a German firm in Saxony has been offer- 
ing clinical thermometers c.i.f. Chiasso, Italy, for 24 lire 
the dozen. 

JANNINA (Eprirvs). 

Although the trade of Epirus was, before the war, mostly 
in the hands of Austria, it appears that the Italians now 
hold the nionopoly in this district, and do some two-thirds 
ef the whole total import. The reason for this is rather 
obvious, since Italian steamers call twice weekly at Santi 
Quaranta, and the Italians run lorries straight up to 
Jannina by the Santi Quaranta road: but the local Greek 
companies may now use this road. The Greek lorry com- 
panies can only bring goods up to the Prevesa road, which 
is in a very bad state of repair. It is said that Italian 
goods can reach Jannina two weeks after the order has been 
sent. British goods, however, would take months, via 
Pireus or Patras and Prevesa. 

It appears, therefore, that Italy is hoping that this 
district will increase in population and importance. Ameri- 
can and French trade-is said to be insignificant. As open- 
ings for trade might be mentioned : — 

(1) Small market for ready-made clothing. 
(2) Drugs (which formerly came from Germany now 
come from France and Italv). 

The inhabitants of Epirus seem well off for money. The 
only local industry is tobacco, and the chief exports are wool, 
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cheese, and butter. The whole country is awaiting develop- 
ments, as there is a good deal of water power for electric- 
power purposes, and much could also be done in the way of 
dairy produce. 

There is a branch of the Instituto Commerciale Italiano 
in Jannina. A Bureau Commercial Frangais has also just 
been started under the auspices of the French Consular 
Agent, Mons. Lappas. 

ARGOSTOLI. 

No British ships call regularly, but Dutch steamers call 
to carry the currants, which are mostly exported to Holland. 
The local merchants do most of their buying from Patras 
and Pirzeus. 

ZANTE. 


No foreign steamers call at Zante except to carry the 
currants. Local merchants and shopkeepers go to Athens 
three or four times a year, and buy their stocks there. 

For cloth, textiles, and soft goods a few local merchants 
make direct orders to the United Kingdom. One of the 
foremost of local merchants has an agent in Manchester, 
and imports annually more than £5,000 sterling worth of 
textiles. There is a lot of money in the island, the local 
banks holding over 10,000,000 drachmas of deposits. The 
chief export is currants, and the local soap industry is 
important. 

Patras. 


The most important point seems to be the great increase 
in trade with the United States of America. This increase 
was quite understandable during the war and immediately 
afterwards ; but Great Britain is already forging ahead again 
and stands first among the importing countries into Greece. 
In the first years of the war merchants were driven to Spain 
and America to get goods they formerly bought from the 
United Kingdom, but trade is already returning to its pre- 
war channels. A large number of American commercial 
travellers have, however, been seen in Patras—some fifty 
or more since January of this year—while only very few 
British representatives have been noticed. This all goes to 
prove the American trade push which is taking place 
throughout the Levant. 

CALAMATA. 


The same remarks about American goods and methods as 
reported on under ‘‘ Patras’”’ apply here. 

No special traces of French or Italian trade are evident. 

The chief exports are currants, figs, olive oil, wine, and 
fruit. An attempt.is being made at rice and cutton cultiva- 
tion in the Messenia district. 





TRADE OF VOLO AND DISTRICT. 


(From H.M. Consul.) 
Voto. 


The great increase in the value of the exports for 1918 
(£2,699,282) as compared with £214,636 in 1917, £468,699 in 
1916, and £500,049 in 1914, is entirely due to the enormous 
quantity of tobacco now grown and exported from the 
district. The valuation of such tobacco is a somewhat un- 
certain matter, but a fixed rate of ten shillings per oke has 
been assumed for that exported during 1918. 

Imports consist of manufactured goods and textiles of all 
descriptions. They still only indicate what has proved pro- 
curable, and do not by any means represent the real present 
needs of importers or consumers. The value of imports in 
1918 was £306,602, as compared with £161,348 in 1917, 
£336,985 in 1916, and £553,031 in 1914. 


Sources oF Imports. 


Merchandise to the value of £94,343 was received from the 
United Kingdom in 1918, imports from America being valued 
at £126,495, from Spain at £50,352, from France at £18,212, 
and from Italy at £17,200. 


Low Stocks AND OPENINGS FoR TRADE. 


Stocks in retail establishments are still very low and a 
considerable unsatisfied demand continues to exist for manu- 
factured articles. It is unfortunate that large textile buyers 
who have hitherto almost exclusively obtained their supplies 
from the United Kingdom now find this class of goods 
especially difficult to secure. 

For many years past, indeed ever since the Ottoman 
regime, British manufactures in general have been highly 
esteemed, German or Austrian goods having a greatly in- 
ferior reputation. The main, if not the only, consideration 
which has influenced importers of German and Austrian pro- 
duction, has been cheapness. It is true that in the past 
such goods have been ably pushed and tempting inducements 
offered by competent commercial travellers, but the principal 
local importers are well acquainted with the various foreign 
markets and producers, and are not entirely influenced by 
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mere ‘‘push’’ or convenient methods of doing business, as is 
sometimes assumed. Where foreign goods have supplanted 
British, it has almost certainly been due to precisely the 
same causes which in the past led British buyers and con- 
sumers in the United Kingdom itself to prefer certain 
classes of imported goods to those of home manufacture. 





NORWAY. 


REGULATIONS AFFECTING COMMERCIAL 
TRAVELLERS. 


(From the British Legation.) 
CHRISTIANIA. 

Certain Norwegian regulations affecting foreign commer- 
cial travellers taking orders in this country have recently 
been enforced by the police authorities, and it is well, there- 
fore, that their provisions should be brought to the notice 
of British firms. 

These regulations lay down that no orders can be can- 
yassed direct from private persons. Foreign commercial 
travellers visiting the country should accordingly bear in 
mind that their operations can only be conducted through 
merchants or other tradesmen who are in possession of the 
necessary licence. 

The police base their action on a Law of 1913 (an amend- 
ment of the 1907 Trading Law), which among other things 
enacts : — 

(a) That any person who desires to practise a handicraft 
must be in possession of a ‘‘nzeringsbrev.”’ 

(b) That a ‘‘neringsbrev’’ for handicraft can only be 
granted to inhabitants of the Kingdom who have 
attained their majority, and who have resided in 
the country for an uninterrupted period of at 
least one year, and who are still resident here. 

It is further necessary for an applicant for a 
‘‘neringsbrev’’ to produce evidence that he has 
passed the necessary test in the handicraft in 
question, that he has worked in the branch for at 
least two years after having passed the test, or 
six years before the test, or for six years in all 
both before and after the test. He is further 
required to produce evidence that he possesses the 
necessary skill in book-keeping, and can make the 
necessary expert calculations in the branch in 
which he is to work. 

Residence in the country is thus made an absolute con- 





dition for practising a craft. The fact that it is also 


necessary to pass tests shows, however, that the legislation 
on the subject aims not merely at excluding foreigners, but 
also at guaranteeing a certain standard of workmanship. 

The Law does not define what is to be regarded as a craft. 

The Law docs not aim solely at excluding foreigners, inas- 
much as even Norwegian tradesmen may not solicit orders 
from private persons outside the municipality in which they 
carry on their business. It may be that the chief object of 
the Law is to protect local merchants from the competition 
of large organisations. 

It is of interest to note that Norwegians in possession of a 
‘“neringsbrev’’ are also prohibited from practising a craft 
in more than one municipality at a time. 

It is an undoubted fact that the Laws quoted above have 
continually been transgressed unwittingly by British business 
men visiting Norway. 

Norwegian trading licences costing 100 kr. per month, 
which foreign commercial travellers take out when visiting 
Norway, entitle them to transact business and to book 
orders only with Norwegian merchants or retailers, 


~ LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 


TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF PORTO ALEGRE. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 











PorTo ALEGRE. 
The Consular district of Porto Alegre consists of the 


_ northern and most populous half of the State of Rio Grande 


do Sul. The population is about 1,400,000, of whom 350,000 
are Germans and their descendants, with similar number 
of Italians and their descendants, and a few thousand 
Russians and Poles, the remainder being principally 
Brazilians. The British element is very small. 


LANGUAGES SPOKEN. 

The official and commercial language is Portuguese, but 
owing to the large proportion of Germans and Italians and 
their descendants in this district, German and Italian are 
much used, though the latter is mainly restricted to the 
Italian community. All the educated class speak French. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 





The British community being so small and few Brazilians 
knowing English, its use is limited. There is, however, a 
great desire among the commercial world to learn English, 
and many of the younger members are studying the language. 
A British school was opened here in March, 1919, under the 
direction of an able and experienced master, a graduate of 
Oxford. H.M. Consul was largely responsible for the 
establishment of this school, which has proved to be a distinct 
success. 
Import anD Export Trane In 1919. 


Trade in 1919 in this district showed an improvement over 
that of 1918, though, owing largely to the sudden rise in and 
the uncertain position of exchange, there was a considerable 
relapse in the last quarter of the year. Local industries 
continued active, and during the second half of the year 
several new British and American firms were established, 
amongst them two British banks and one American. Dealers 
in local produce, such as rice, lard, tobacco, etc., have never 
before been so prosperous. 

In 1917 importations into the district amounted in value 
to £1,003,446, in 1918 to only £589,721, but in 1919 there 
was an expansion to £4,518,443, of which goods to the value 
of £523,659 came from the United Kingdom. 


CHARACTER OF ImporRTs. 


The imports covered practically all classes of goods, and 
included needles, pins, cement, barbed and smooth fencing 
wire, agricultural machinery and implements, stationary 
and movable engines, cotton and woollen textiles, wines, 
spirits, drugs and chemicals, carpets and rugs, sewing 
machines, etc. There is a demand for practically all com- 
modities in this market. 


Exports. 


The exports include lard, tobacco, jerked beef, potatoes, 
black beans, mandioca meal, and hides (the last-named from 
the Rio Grande district). During 1919 388,084 cases of lard, 
equivalent to 29,106 metric tons, valued at £2,971,329 
sterling, were exported, but latterly, owing to the rise in 
exchange, the exportation of this article has fallen off. 
Exports also included 117,282 bales of tobacco, totalling 8,800 
metric tons, valued at £600,127 ; 303,133 bags of rice weigh- 
ing 18,187 metric tons, and valued at £1,185,318; 22,564 
bales of jerked beef, weighing 1,700 metric tons and valued 
at £247,527 ; 229,115 bags of black beans, weighing 17,526 
tons and valued at £447,311; 41,592 tons of mandioca meal, 
valued at £657,110; 520 tons of potatoes, valued at £15,191; 
1,020 tons of lentils (the culture of which is in its infancy), 
valued at £29,757; and 52,235 barrels of wine, valued at 
£209,861. In addition it is computed that the exportation 
of maté was of an amount of the value of about £31,300. 


Tue YIELD AND Export or Woot. 

The crop of wool was stated to have been very good in 
1919, but no reliable figures are obtainable as to the amount 
exported, as a large quantity is smuggled over the Argen- 
tine and Uruguayan frontier to avoid the duties. It is 
computed, however, that the yield amounted to 2,000 tons, 
valued at £540,000 sterling. 


Locat INpUSTRIEs. 

The principal of these is cattle breeding (of which an 
account is given below). Breeders are awake to the 
necessity of improving their herds, and there is a good 
opening for pedigree cattle. 

The lard industry is fully developed. This industry 
especially interests the United Kingdom manufacturers of 
tinplate, this article being imported on a huge scale for 
manufacturing the containers. 

There are 18 furniture factories in the district, all of which 
are kept busy. They make excellent furniture from good 
raw material, and their products find a ready market. 
This industry should interest the United Kingdom varnish 
and furniture fittings trades, and also the carpenters’ tools 
trades. 

Three shoe factories produce fairly good footwear. Several 
hat factories exist and are in active operation, producing 
straw and soft and hard felt hats. These factories import 
all the accessories, such as internal and external hatbands, 
rabbit hair, etc. There are three woollen weaving mills in 
Porto Alegre, and one at Caxias, and a knitting mill at 
Porto Alegre, which produces principally stockings and 
undershirts. The woollen mills produce woollen ponchos 
(rain capes locally used) and blankets, and one of them 
woollen textiles for men’s clothing. 

Three glass factories produce the lower grades of glass- 
ware; one of them is principally of British capital. Iron 


bedsteads of very good quality, safes and cooking ranges, . 


are produced bv two concerns, one of which also manufac- 
tures galvanised iron buckets, ironing irons and iron garden 
tables. There is one nail factory at Sao Leopoldo, and one 
in Porto Alegre, manufacturing French wire nails. 
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Besides these there are a number of lesser industries, such 
as pharmaceutical and proprietary articles, perfumeries and 
toilet soaps, manufactured tobacco articles, tie and corset 
factories, aerated water and non-alcoholic beverage manu- 
factories, etc. In Porto Alegre there are eight rice decorti- 
cating and polishing mills. 

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS. 

With the development of the rice industry, machinery for 
agricultural purposes has been introduced and is being 
employed on a much wider scale than ever. The produce 
consists of rice, tobacco, maize, manihot (from which a flour 
is made), maté (Paraguayan tea), potatoes, black, brown 
and white beans, Jentils, grapes, wheat, etc. 

There are in use in the State 2,500 threshing machines, 
2,800 reaping machines, 500 transportable engines, and 
90,000 ploughs, besides the minor agricultural implements. 
The cultivation of rice has taken a great spurt in the last 
few years, especially in the Municipality of -Cachoeira, where 
there are 38 different rice plantations, the capital employed, 
not reckoning the land, being £1,155,534. 

CaTTLE BREEDING. 

Undoubtedlv the greatest industry in this district, as in 
the whole State, is that of cattle breeding, which, owing to 
the establishment of two large American cold storage plants, 
has greatly improved, many of the stockbreeders buying 
pedigree sires for high prices, and taking better care of their 
herds. The preferred breeds are the Durham, Hereford, 
Polled Angus, Devon, Red Polled, Dutch, Jersey, Swiss, and 
Flemish. The sheep industry is also improving, the pre- 
ferred rams being Rambouillet, Romney Marsh, Shropshire, 
Hampshire, South Down, Lincoln, and Vermont. The pre- 
ferred races of horse breeds are Arab, Anglo-Arab, English 
racehorse, Percheron, and Hackney. In hogs the Berkshire, 
Yorkshire, Poland-China, and Duroc-Jersey breeds are pre- 
ferred. 

According to the last cattle census, taken in 1918, there 
exist in this State :— 


Number. Value, £ (sterling). 
Horned cattle ......... 8,669 ,000 61,361,611 
SE ~ watansidedinebucdin 1,433,600 6,096,427 
SED: ccctcsutiightasdsenhee 359 ,800 2.851,540 
SE | | sccuviwesiddnswaduns 4,723,700 6,473,364 
DED.” Sudkunsmisebandites vr 140,300 290,000 
SE” Seincuastiobastidataeviel 4,552,600 9,768,212 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL OUTLOOK. 


(From H.M. Charge d’Affairs.) 
Santo DomMINGo. 

The year 1919 was from a commercial point of view one 
of great prosperity. (See the ‘‘Journal”’ of 26th February, 
page 304, for detailed report of oversea trade.) This was 
due largely to the high price obtained for sugar, but also to 
the increasing confidence in the future of the country. The 
chief problem was the difficulty of obtaining manufactured 
articles, especially from Europe, owing to the lack of direct 
steamship communication until late in the year. 

The new Customs Tariff which came into force on Ist 
January, 1920, introduced sweeping reductions in the duties 
levied on many articles, and placed others on the free list. 
This should give a considerable impetus to trade, both import 
and export. The loss in revenue will be compensated for by 
a new property tax. 


TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

Imports from the United Kingdom consist of cotton and 
woollen textiles, jute bags, and tobacco packings, twines, 
carpetings, and cutlery. The total imports from the United 
Kingdom in 1918 were valued at £103,195. 


OPENINGS FoR BRITISH MANUFACTURERS. 

Jute bags are a British monopoly, reaching this Republic 
from India via New York. A large trade has been done 
during the last few years in secondhand bags from the 
United States, but the shipment of new bags from the United 
Kingdom should now be resumed. There are opportunities 
for extension of sales by United Kingdom manufacturers in 
the following lines :— 

Drugs.—There is a large demand for drugs of a cheap 
quality. 

Bedsteads would sell well, especially if of imitation brass. 

Barbed wire and galvanised sheets are in demand, but the 
United States competition in these articles is very strong. 

Paint.—There is a possibility for the sale of paint. 

Cutlery and machetes, crockery, and leather belts would all 
sell well, bearing in mind that only low grades are taken. 

Jams and canned goods would also sell. 

Biscuits.—There is a demand for biscuits, and British 
makes are preferred. 
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Direct STEAMSHIP CoMMUNICATION. 

British trade in this island should be greatly assisted by 
ihe newly-established direct line of steamers belonging % 
the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. The following jg 
the itinerary announced by the company : —London-Sanchez. 
Puerto Plata-Cap Haitien-Gonaives-Port-au-Prince-Petit 
Goave-Jeremie-Aux Cayes-Jacmel-St. Thomas (to replenish 
bunkers), Havre-Rotterdam-London. Steamers will also cal] 
at San Pedro de Macoris, if necessary, to load with Sugar. Ag 
regards San Domingo city itself, the depth of the water a} 
this port does not permit of the R.M.S.P. steamers calling, 
Formerly all British imports had to come via New York, 
and the expense of handling merchandise at that port wag 
avery heavy handicap. Now that there is direct communica- 
tion, British imports should increase rapidly, 

Practically all the cargo in 1919 was carried by vessels 
flying the American flag. Some of these belonged to the 
United States Shipping Board. Others were Government 
transports, but the only regular steamship line is a New 
York company which has long had a monopoly of the carry. 
ing trade here. There has been no direct steamship com- 
munication with Europe until the advent of the vessels of 
the Royal Mail Steamship Company q few months ago, as 
mentioned above. 

Dutch vessels proceeding from Curacao occasionally cal] 
at the Northern ports of this Island. A good many sailing 
vessels flying the British flag call here. They are usually of 
Nova Scotian registry and bring coal or lumber from the 
Eastern ports of the United States. British schooners from 
Bridgetown, Barbados, and from Turks Islands, also call 
with a fair amount of frequency 

BaNKING FACILITIES. 

The Royal Bank of Canada, which is associated with the 
London County Westminster and Parr’s Bank, has opened 
a sixth branch at La Romana. This British bank has shown 
a commendable spirit of enterprise, and their venture in this 
Island has proved entirely successful. Banking in Santo 
Domingo is a lucrative business. Banks pay 3 per cent. on 
fixed deposit, and charge 12 per cent. and upwards for over- 
drafts. 





AGRICULTURE. 

Unwillingness on the part of immigrants to engage in 
agricultural pursuits is probably due to the still unsettled 
condition of the country in certain districts and to the un- 
satisfactory condition of land titles. The Department of 
Agriculture are doing very good work, however, in educating 
the natives in husbandry. Demonstration plots planted with 
tobacco, pineapples, cacao, coffee, and other tropical crops, 
are run at their expense all over the Island. 


Tue Sucar OvuTLOoK. 

The product of the Dominican Republic which is most likely 
to interest British commercial men is sugar. In view of the 
world-wide scarcity, the production of sugar in this Republic 
should increase very rapidly. The chief obstacle is scarcity 
of labour. 

Sugar can be produced much more cheaply here than in 
Cuba, which now heads the list of sugar-exporting countries 
of the world. The sugar companies at present in the 
Republic, who operate mostly with American capital, are 
making enormous profits, and as there are still large tracts 
of virgin soil the future of the industry looks very promising. 


ECUADOR. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH ENTERPRISE. 
(From I1.M. Minister.) 








Quito. 

In spite of the congestion of orders that agricultural 
machinery manufacturers in the United Kingdom must have 
to contend with at the present time, it is of the utmost 
importance that they should not neglect any possible future 
market, especially if there is an opportunity at the present 
time for United Kingdom manufacturers to be the first in 
the field. 

An editorial which recently appeared in the leading daily 
paper of Quito, ‘‘ El Comercio,’’ relates how the commercial 
and industrial possibilities of Ecuador have been neglected 
in the past by foreigners, principally owing to the unsani- 
tary conditions of the port of Guayaquil. The Rockfeller 
Foundation have done effective work in exterminating yellow 
fever, and with the improved health conditions at Guayaquil 
foreigners are now beginning to take an interest in the 
hitherto undeveloped natural resources of this Republic. 

It would be an error of judgment if United Kingdom 
manufacturers neglect to investigate thoroughly the possi- 
bilities of this market and to take advantage at the present 
time of openings for trade before their commercial rivals 
get in and capture the market. 


- 
——— 
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Finance and Banking. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
THE BUDGET, 1920-21. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
Care Town. 

The following provisions of the South African Budget for 
the current financial year have been cabled by H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Cape Town :— 

IncomME Tax: ABATEMENTS FROM ‘TAXABLE INCOME. 

(a) The allowances for children under 17 years ot age to 
be increased from £30 to £50. 

(b) The special allowances to operate for taxable incomes 
up to £1,000, instead of £600 as hitherto. 

(c) The allowance of £20 for each dependent is now to be 
made to married persons even though in receipt of fixed 
abatement of £300. ‘‘Dependent’’ is now defined as any 
aged, infirm, or indigent person or any child under the age 
of sixteen. 








POSTAL. 


Letters to be charged at 14d. per ounce instead of 1d. per 
1 ounce. Posteards increased to ld. 

Rate per telegram to be increased to Is. 3d. per dozen 
words, and night telegrams proportionally. Sunday tele- 
grams to be increased by 50 per cent. 

Telephone.—Increase of rental, rates, and tariff. 

P.O. Boxes.—Increase of rental. 

Excess Prorits Duty. 
This duty to be suspended after 30th June. 
War Levy on Gotp MINEs. 

Information has also been received that the War Levy on 

Gold Mines will expire during the year. 





——__ 


ESTHONIA. 


FINANCIAL POSITION AND BUDGET. 

(From the British Commission for the Baltic Provinces.) 

REVAL. 

The following statement concerning the Esthonian Budget 
for the year 1920 has been handed to the British Com- 
mission by the Prime Minister of Esthonia : — 

On the basis of preliminary calculations of the Treasury 
the expenditure for the year 1919 amounts to 713,952,000 
Mks. Of this amount the Ministry of War absorbs 
573,594,000 Mks., or 80°3 per cent. The Ministry of Com- 
munications absorbs 78,564,000 Mks., or 11 per cent. There- 
fore the total allotted to the other Ministries and Institu- 
tions is 61,795,000 Mks. 

Of the credits provided for in the 1919 Budget, there 
remained at the end of the vear a sum of 1,019,618,326 Mks. 
unexpended. More than 80 per cent. of this sum refers to 
War Credits which were drawn on during the first month of 
the current year, or remain booked as debits. A certain 
percentage of the credits passed for the year 1919 will 
presumably not be utilised, as certain Institutions provided 
for in the 1919 Budget had not the opportunity to develop 
in the manner proposed in the Budget estimates. As well 
as the credit expenditure, the Treasury has issued the sum 
of 21,863,000 Mks. in the form of loans to municipal and 
agricultural authorities, and the sum of 297,000,000 Mks. 
as advances to the Ministries for various operations, viz. : 
36,500,000 Mks. to the Ministry of Food, 259,137,000 Mks. 
to the Ministry of Trade and Industry, and 1,370,000 Mks. 
to the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The total expenditure of the Treasury amounts to more 
than one milliard marks. 


RECEIPTS. 


To cover the expenditure the Treasury had the following 
sources of income at its disposal: — 








Marks. 

l. Direct and indirect taxes and receipts from eats 
Bente undertakings © ..........ccccccesccccesss 150,700,000 
IN od, ca sulicccdbinw sbacossenddiadecesebs 9,500,000 
I I oc. ccnd tap ndeenndbudansrierds abiccenes 332,000,000 
ED sie cinli ci snare mendedverinieneeing 482,200,000 


The deficit was covered by issuing Paper Money, of Which 
at the end of the year the sum of 583,892,000 Mks. was put 
into circulation in the form of Treasury Bonds and Treasury 
Notes. 

Taking all expenditure into consideration which falls to 
the account of the veor 1919. and that still outstanding. 
the deficit for the whole of the past vear must be estimated 


at about 1,500,000,000 Mks. 








FINANCE AND BANKING—continued. 





BupGeET For 1920. 


The Budget for 1920, exclusive of the War Budget, drawn 
up on broad lines and in round figures, amounts to 1,000 
million marks. 


























EXPENDITURE. 
Estimates and Preliminary Details, 
Ordinary. 
A. Taxes and Duties. Marks. 

1. Constituent Assembly  ...............ccececsscoeeees 1,800,000 
Tek MIE i052. iu idctadhbbsndamaitittiadaveiadades 3,400,000 
Da Te CURIONI ocsiscsndescsacccetesdssiasseuses 850,000 
SF AE NN ia iscndncvtncodintioesivnsians 175,000,000 
D, MNT CE DOGS. icccddisincsserivocsccecccsevnne 25,000,000 
6. Ministry of Communications _ ...............06. 325,000,000 
Ca MEM? OE EMGGUIOR  csckic Wi ekcicsiciiitecasnssains 45,000,000 
8. Ministry of Agriculture — .............cccsccccees 37 ,700 ,000 
9. Ministry of Work and Public Welfare ...... 84,900,000 
10. Ministry of Education  ......ccccse...cccccscosess 20,000,000 
kN A I sninicthinctonnreancnsnntpinnamaails 1,900,000 
12. Ministry of Foreign Affairs ..................005 14,000,000 
13. Ministry of Trade and Industry ............... 6,000,000 
DG, See GIN IIIIOD  sncetnnenitacvacednintaannninatannes 168,000,000 
RRR RPE enc NDI i 909,450,000 

15. Amount falling to town and country districts 
out of income and capital taxes ............ 70,000 ,000 
en ens rane 979,450,000 

REVENUE. 

a i a 180,000,000 
OTT HORE ET RTO 50,000,000 
3. Trade and Industry Taxes _ ..........cccccccecee 15,000,000 
4. Tax on Revenues from Capital ............... 15,000,000 
Dy EL EEE... nanadundvoisnenensancednaupersaneats 15,000,000 
G, epee: tite atid FOGs «656. ccssccssvsvcsccecesece 10,000,000 
Wi SN = yi i tele crea nirdiemdianennel 30,000,000 
ESE SEER a nen my RN eI 15,000,000 
9, Tax on Eetate Transfers  .........ccccccscccccese 10,000,000 
TD  -avcasbelbaidiasiindiaanionmnente 340,000,000 

B. Receipts from State Enterprises. 
1. Receipts from State Forests and Land ...... 51,500,000 
2. Receipts from Trade Operations _............ 25,000,000 
3. Spirit and Wine Monopolies _.................. 250,000,000 
4. Railway and Post Office Receipts ............ 220,000,000 
SEIN  - ccbsssinsessdutsanlalcenniidpabitdeahiehadpsaiaaaeate ade 546,500,000 

C. Various Sources of Income. 
Rx SIE INS: |. crcusenesncnediedentideestunied 15,000,000 
i, Ss I. - |. .cenctundiastinaibidestbatiithe 15,000,000 
3. Revenue of the Esthonian Bank, etc. ...... 30,000,000 
MEL, . - sdevecseiendcndeiiudderartiadtnacibabhin 946 500,000 
D. Extraordinary Receipts. 

1. Premium Bond Loan, 1920 _...................... 100,000,000 
3. Sale. of State Property « ......<cccccccoscessccecees 25,000,000 
STIL, oncncinseeetsbaesdieennndatecds 1,071,000,000 





Even if this review of the expenditure and income be 


considered as provisional and allowance has to be made for 
correction of the various items, it is hoped that Esthonia 
will be able, under certain conditions, to balance her revenue 


and expenditure. 


To what extent and whether this is 


possible may be judged from the following data with regard 
to the exports and imports for the year 1920. 


IMPORTS. 


During the year 1920 Esthonia will be obliged to import 


first-class victuals, agricultural implements, seeds, manure, 
coal, iron and raw materials, in order to provide work for 
the factories. According to approximate calculations, the 
quantities and values of the articles which must be imported 
are as follows :— 


1. 


s) 


3. 


A. Victuals. £ 

20,000 tons of grain for the towns and army 

(200 grammes of bread being calculated per 

day per head for the civil populations, and 

in addition an extra allowance of 300 

grammes per day per head for soldiers and 

SARIN scinedbeesniiatehentiiatiibinasdisibebinsieieed! 500,000 
1,200 tons of sugar for the town population 

and the army, at the rate of 200 grammes 





OF THORNE DE TRONNG  Shcccesinsvesiscnndsocsagintosices 120,000 
DRE Oath OE GOK: sinncdinesemtmniasddstbemeiimns 150,000 
TE wihdhndnatilittnenctentincecaunnmernsesensiioteg £770,000 


<a gE oo ae eer ont or — yeilleng et + 
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FINANCE AND BANKING —continued. 





B. Agricultural Materials and Implements. 
1. Various agricultural materials, implements, £ 
iron, seeds, lubricating oil, naphtha and 
petroleum —.....secceecsccresrscceeserersesoscceccsscsens 20,000 
C. Various raw products and materials for 
factories. 
1. Cotton, Wool, Cellulose, Coal and other raw 
materials for factories, as far as their possi- 
bility of working in the present position of 
labour FT@QUITES — ....-.cccecesccceceecececeeeececrers 1,200,000 
Remark.—To set the Esthonian factories at 
work on the same scale as prevailed in 
times of peace a sum four to five times as 
large would be required. se 
D. Upkeep of Railways, Shipping, etc. 
1. Coal, Iron, Steel, Naphtha, Lubricating Oil 
and other materials for the railways, post 
ANd SHIPPINY —.....s.seeeereeecevcerecscscseecserereeee 


E. Various Commodities, 


1. Pharmaceutical articles, Leather, Textiles, 
Wee. §— cacnecesdbdnqnasussoneusnessentcqseedaanetoepenesnocors 





nn nn nna £3, 290,000 





Loan IN LONDON. 


In order to carry this export and import programme into 
effect, an advance of at least £1,500,000 to £2,000,000 is 
required. To obtain this fund it is the intention of the 
Government to raise a foreign loan, giving the natural 
riches of the country as a guarantee. Negotiations with 
respect to this are already taking place with a large group 
of English financiers. The Ministry of Finance hopes at the 
same time by the realisation of this project to find a means 
to steady the exchange of the Esthonian mark, the constant 
fall of which threatend to assume a disastrous character. 


Economic MEASURES. 

As Esthonia is limited in her material and financial 
resources, she is obliged to arrange her economic policy on 
principles of the strictest economy. The importation of 
articles of luxury of every description is forbidden. As well 
as bread, which is already rationed, sugar, salt, leather, 
paper, and textiles will be in future rationed, in order that 
the prices of these goods shall not rise still higher, through 
the influence of limited importation and production. 

With regard to the import of goods, a so-called Valuta 
(Exchange) control is exercised, the object of which is to 
provide :— 

1. That Esthonian goods are not exported at a lower price 
than their real value on the world’s markets in consequence 
of the low exchange value of the Esthonian mark. 

2. To prevent the exodus of capital from Esthonia. 

Every exporter is allowed td utilise the foreign currency 
received for his goods for import purposes, or is obliged 
to change his currency after a certain time into Esthonian 
currency. 

At the same time as the attempt is made to keep the im- 
ports within the limits of the exports, it is also intended to 
limit the demand for foreign currency as much as possible, 
in order to make the purchasing power of the Esthonian 
mark on the interior market correspond better with its 
international exchange value. 


TAXATION. 


The following are the most important taxes to be collected 
during the year 1920:— 

All incomes over Mks. 3,000 are subject to income tax, 
commencing at 5 per cent. and rising to 66 per cent. on 
incomes of over Mks. 10,000,000. A number of special 
facilities have been provided for industrial undertakings. 

A tax on land and buildings up to 20 per cent. of their 
net revenue. 

Taxation, at the rate of 10 per cent. According to esti- 
mates which have been drawn up these taxes should return 
a revenue of 250,000,000 Mks. 

Taxes on the transference of real estate, as well as Trade 
and Industry Taxes, are in existence from Russian times. 


Among the more important indirect taxes are: — 

1. Excise duty on matches, cigarettes, tobacco, and yeast. 
Revenue derived, 12,000,000-15,000,000 Mks. 

2. Customs duties. Anticipated receipts approximately 
25,000,000 Mks. 

(In Esthonia only financial customs duties are imposed, 
principally on articles of consumption. Transit goods are 
duty free.) 
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SPIRIT AND BrRaNpy MONOPOLY. 


Spirit production is a monopoly of the Republic. Since 
the commencement of the War the consumption of alcoho} 
has been forbidden. Taking into consideration the secre} 
distillation, whereby quantities of edible corn are destroyed, 
and the secret trade in distilled spirit, the Ministry of 
Finance recognises the necessity of permitting the 
sale of a limited quantity of alcohol. The preparation and 
sale of this alcohol will form a State monopoly. According 
to a Bill which has been drafted, the yearly amount of 
alcohol for human consumption will be fixed legally. Brandy 
and spirits for consumption will be supplied exclusively t 
adult males (over 20 years), who will be entitled to receive 
a certain quantity monthly against cards. Persons who are 
punished for drunkenness will be deprived of their cards, 

The total amount of spirit which the Government of the 
Republic permits to be distilled during the distilling period 
of 1919-1920 amounts to 28,100,000 degrees of pure alcohol, 
Of this amount 12,100,000 degrees will be utilised for cop. 
sumption in the country, which will produce a revenue of 
200,000,000 Mks., leaving 16,000,000 degrees for export. For 
exported spirit, an average price of 7°5 Mks. per degree hag 
been obtained up to the present, so that the total income 
from the spirit and brandy monopoly may be estimated at 
from 250,000,000 to 300,000,000 Mks. 





BRAZIL. 


STATE FINANCES OF RIO GRANDE DO SUL 
(From H.M. Consul.) 





Porto ALEGRE. 


The finances of the State of Rio Grande do Sul continue 
prosperous. 

In 1918 the revenue was calculated at £1,407,330, and 
£2,000,000 was collected. The total expendgture was 
£1,547,401, thus leaving a net surplus of £452,599. 

During the first six months of 1919 the revenue collected 
amounted to £1,129,567, a sum never before reached in any 
half-year. The revenue for the whole year had been cal- 
culated at £1,221,163, or very little more than was secured 
in the first six months. In the same period the expenditure 
amounted to £671,780. On 3lst March, 1919, the net balance 
at the disposal of the State Government amounted to 
£1,112,573. The principal sources of revenue are the taxes 
on the transfer of property, on exports, and on indus 
tries and professions. According to recent Government 
figures the State assets amount to £8,887,845, of which 
£7,300,000 is represented by land belonging to the State. 

The State has no external debt, and the internal debts 
amount to only £619,257. The total liabilities, however, are 
brought up to £1,656,167 if the moneys deposited by 
orphans and deposits in the Government savings bank are 
included. The interest on the debt has always been paid 
with regularity. The revenue for 1920 is calculated at 


£1,849,133, and the expenditure at £1,520,000. 


———— 


HUNGARY. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HUNGARIAN 
ITALIAN BANK. 


(From H.M. Commercial Commissioner.) 
BupapPEst. 


Negotiations at Milan have been concluded for the purpose 
of establishing the Hungarian-Italian Bank, under the 
auspices of and with the co-operation of the Banca Commer- 
ciale Italiana, with a share capital of 300 million kronen. 

The Hungarian Land Bank—Ungarische Landesbank— 
and the Holzbank are merged in the new establishment, 
having at the same time a mutual sphere of interest with 
the Ungarische Agrar-und Rentenbank. The merging of the 
latter institute is reserved for later and economically more 
settled times. 

The Banca Commerciale Italiana takes over about 40,000 
shares of the Agrarbank deposited in the portfeuille of the 
Hungarian Hypothekenbank. With the reserves to be taken 
over the new undertaking will have a capital of about 500 
million kronen. The general manager of the Hungarian- 
Italian Bank, Dr. Anton Eber, retains his position at the 
Agrarbank as its administrateur délége. Also Baron Julius 
Madarassy Beck remains director of the Agrarbank. 


—_— 
——— 
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Railways. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


THE RAILWAY DEFICIENCY. 


The Ministry of Transport has issued the following state- 
ment of the financial results of railway working for the 
eleven months ended February, 1920:— 

CoNnTROLLED RatLways—UnitTep Kinepom. 
Revenue Earned and Expenditure—Railway Working— 
First Eleven Months of Financial Year ended 31st March, 























1920. 
Railway Working :— 
Receipts. 
7 Total 
11 months to 
Feb. 29, 1920. 
£ 
Passenger Train Traffic ...............seeeesees 87 ,569,443 
Goods Train Traffic ............ssecscocecceeceees (7,488,503 
Government Traffic —..............cseccceeceseceece 17,256,205 
Di cdciidesdendnnsscctnunebinestneentaaeeenenindens 182,314,201 
Less Expenses of Collection and Delivery 9,965,130 
Total Traffic Revenue Earned siento mince 
Mileage Demurrage and Wagon Hire ...... . 
WEteCOTIOMOOUS  incccccccpescescvcccccccccccccccescsoss 1,680,970 
Total Revenue Earned ..............eeeeeeeeee 174,036,157 
Expenditure :— ¥ 
Maintenance and Renewal of Way and Works 23,972,125 
Ditto (Arrears to be carried out) ............. 873,919 
Maintenance and Renewal of Rolling Stock... 30,716,568 


Ditto (Arrears to be carried out) ............ 1,837 
Locomotive Running Expenses ..........--+.+++ 41,565,315 


Traffic Expenses .........:ssceeceeceeeeeeeeneeereeeees 55,892,650 
General Charges .........:.ssceeeeseeeeeeeeeenseeeeees 3,897 ,605 
Law Charges and Parliamentary Expenses ... 228 445 
Compensation (Accidents and Losses) .......... 1,895,521 
Rates, Taxes, etC.  ......csceeececeeeneneeeeseeeeeneoes 6,619,632 
Payments under National Insurance Act, 1911 421,848 
Running Powers (Deduct) ............ eeeeeeeceees 1,759 
Mileage, Demurrage, and Wagon Hire ........ 364,911 
Misceilaneous ree? cies seeeeees oe 425,415 
ndents of Men serving wit 
Allowances to Depe Oo g 180,890 


H.M. Forces 


Cee Se SSE SEH HESE SES ESSEHEHEHSSHSSHH EST HHHEEEE 





ee 167,054,362 


Total Expenditure 





Balance of Revenue Earned over Expenditure 6,981,795 


Other Businesses—Balance of Revenue Earned 
over Expenditure or Expenditure over 
Revenue Earned (Dr.):— 


Passenger Road Vehicles ............++-+++- , 
NN C uinncsescuhsndeesiannareobenqeesse 


DENED  isvencshubnacnddbernineservandancepsaseosos™ | a 
Docks, Harbours, and Wharves .........- -(Dr.) 400,221 
Hotels, Refreshment Rooms, and Cars * 


Other Separate Businesses 


eerereeeeeeereee® 





Total—Balance of Revenue Earned over Ex- 











penditure 6,581 ,57 
Government Guarantee :— 
Standard Year Proportion of Net Receipts ... 43,924,000 
Interest on Capital Works brought into use... 962,600 
RSE ESE ERS Somers ad RO PRE BF Cra 44 886,600 
Net Government Liability  ......cccccccceeeeeceeeeees 38,305,026 





Notres:—(1) The figures are subject to audit, and as 
regards Government traffic the rates at which the charges 
are to be raised are not finally agreed. 

(2) No sum has been allowed for any liabilities which may 
attach to the Government in respect of :— 

(a) Replacement of Stock of Stores and Materials. 

(b) Abnormal Wear and Tear. ; 

(c) Arrears of Maintenance other than Permanent Way 
and Rolling Stock. 

(3) Arrears of Maintenance—Permanent Way and Rolling 
Stock—are estimated at 1913 cost of ascertained arrears, 
plus 75 per cent. for additional cost of labour and material. 
The actual cost is not yet ascertainable, but payments have 
only been made on the basis of a 15 per cent. addition. 


— 








. RAILWAYS—continued. , 


a SWITZERLAND. 


RAILWAY TRAFFIC RETURNS. 


(From J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
Me BERNE. 

The provisional traffic returns of the Swiss railways and 
certain tramways for 1918 and 1919 have now been published 
by the Federal Railway Department. 

According to the figures given, the increase in receipts. 
for 1918 exceeds that in expenditure. The situation of 
several undertakings is therefore much better than in 1918. 
With regard to the Federal railways, the increase in receipts 
for passenger traffic amounts to 34 per cent., and that for 
goods traffic 51 per cent., whilst the total receipts show an 
increase of 42 per cent. The increase in expenditure totals. 
frs. 77,341,000, or 36 per cent. The increase in the excess 
of receipts over expenditure amounts to frs. 23,669,500, or 
87 per cent. 

The situation of the tramways is, on the whole, far from 
satisfactory, for notwithstanding the increase in receipts 
due to the raising of the fares, the expenses are in many 
cases not covered. The Bale tram companies are, however, 
an exception to this rule, and their receipts show an over- 
plus of frs. 396,000. The Berne Tramway Company, on the 
other hand, has a deficit of frs. 210,000. 








Vv 


Minerals ond Metals. 


NORWAY. 


THE NARVIK IRON WORKS. 


_ The question of the erection of a large State-supported 
iron and steel works at Narvik, which was postponed by the 
Storting last year, is still under discussion, and the Nor- 
wegian Ministry of Industry has worked out a new proposal 
which will be dealt with by the Government in the near 
future, 

It differs from the previous proposal in that the latter 
suggested a production premium of 6-15 kroner per ton for 
six different mills besides a State guarantee for a loan to 
four of them, there being no suggestion of a premium on 
production in the new proposition. Further, the Ministry 
have followed the recommendation of the Storting Finance 
Committee, pointing out the advantage of giving the State 
contribution to the one large plant at Narvik, such con- 
tribution. to be in the form of a State guarantee for a loan 
of 16,000,uvv kroner, which represents half the capital with 
which the company will work. 

The Narvik Steel and Rolling Mill is planned on the lines 
of ordinary crushing furnaces with the idea of a later 
electric production. Besides being able to meet the home 
demand, the position of the works offers good possibilities for 
export to North Russian ports, such as Archangel and 
Alexandrovsk, and to the United Kingdom, and is of vital 
importance to the country’s shipbuilding yards. An annual 
production of 169,000 tons of coke, 125,000 tons of pig iron, 
125,000 tons of steel billets, 25,000 tons of phosphate, and 
95,000 tons of rolling products is aimed at. Pig iron will 
be produced according to old, well-known methods, and will 
then be converted into steel and rolling products. 

In the opinion of a prominent Norwegian engineer, these 
works will be of great importance in the development of the 
North of Norway, as it will be possible to have a railway 
from Narvik to Tromso, thus placing Narvik in touch with 
a great agricultural district. 


ROUMANIA. 
MINERAL RESOURCES. 


In addition to the oilfields, Roumania is rich in minerals, 
the chief being salt, coal, and ores. 


SALT. 

The majority of the salt mines adjoin the oilfields and are 
situated in the region of the Lower Carpathians from the 
Bucovina to the west of Oltenic, a stretch of over 250 square 
miles. There is sufficient salt to provide for the needs of 
all the Balkan countries for several centuries. The quality 
is good. 

The Roumanian salt-mining industry, a State monopoly 
since 1863, is carried on in the following areas :— 

(a) Ocna, in the Bakau district, employs about 200 work- 
men, chiefly prisoners condemned to terms of 
hard labour. Its pre-war production was about 
28,000 tons at 12 lei per ton. These mines are 
said to be capable of a total output of at least 
400 million tons. 
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MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





(b) Ocuele Mari, in the Valcea district, had a pre-war 
output of 26,000 tons. 

(c) The Slanic mines extend almost unbrokenly for 10 kr. 
and produced before the war 90,000 tons annually. 
These mines are said to contain about 7,700 
million tons. 

If it is realised that in addition to the above mines there 
are others of lesser importance: a recent calculation places 
the known salt deposits at more than 10 milliard tons. Owing 
to lack of organisation the salt export is quite dispropor- 
tionate to the production. 


Coat. 

Coal is chiefly to be found in the Lower Carpathians, but 
it is little mined, and before the war Roumania imported 
annually more than 300,000 tons of coal and coke from 
England, Germany, and Turkey. Anthracite is found in 
the district of Gori. It is of good quality, but has been 
little worked on account of the irregularity of the deposits. 
It is only in later years that the production has reached 
even 2,500 tons annually, which output the Germans during 
their occupation raised to about 20 tons daily. 

Lignite is the only coal of any real economic value to 
Roumania, It is found over a fairly large area, and the 
conditions for its exploitation are easy. Up to now more 
than 50 concessions, covering an area of 150,000 hectares, 
have been granted. The probable output of these deposits. 
according to estimates already made, is more than 200 
million tons, whilst the actual deposits in the bearings 
already discovered are more than 23 million tons. 

Nevertheless, coal mining is not much developed as it has 
only been seriously undertaken for 20 vears. 

The following are the principal lignite centres : — 

(a) Moldari. the Commanesh basin (in the Balkan 
district), produces about 35,000 tons annually. 
(b) Munten* produces about 200,000 tons annually, but 
of an inferior qvality. 
Iron AND Coprer ORES. 

The iron and copper deposits of the Oltenic were 
known to the Romans, and traces of their workings are still 
found. Owing to the very low percentage (2 to 4 per cent.) 
of copper which the ore gave, the experiments recently made 
to re-establish the working of these deposits have ceased ; 
hut pyrites rich in sulphur (40 per cent.) were being ex- 
tracted in order not to stop the manufacture of sulphuric 
acid. 

Copper ore (5 to 7 per cent.) has been found in the Dob- 
rudja. In this area deposits of ore amounting to 250,000 
tons are estimated. 

GOLp. 

The beds of the rivers rising in the Carpathians produce 
gold, but these have as yet not been prospected. Grains of 
gold up to 2°35 carats have, however, often been found in 
the washings of the Oltul. 

In the district of Ramnicu-Valcea workings of an ¢xperi- 
mental nature were begun in 1912. The ore gives from 15-30 
srammes of gold per ton, and the known reserves of these 
bearings is about 3,000 tons. 

These various deposits present but a scientific interest; as 
vet no serious work has been undertaken to arrive at their 
practical importance. 

OTHER MINERALS. 

Other minerals which have not vet been fully exploited 
are asphalt (the Germans exported 3,000 tons), mica (the 
Germans exported 400 tons), and graphite. Throughout the 
mountainous areas there are quarries of granite, quartz, 
sand, limestone, gravel, china clay, gypsum, etc., which 
could be worked with advantage. It is only quite recently 
that this wealth has begun to be exploited, and then only 
in the Dobrudja district where the rich areas of granite and 
marble are situated. 

Roumania possesses also many natural springs, the most 
important being in the Ramnicu-Valcea area, where the 
waters contain iodine and sulphur. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


PRODUCTION OF STEEL INGOTS. 
JANUARY-MARCH. 


The American Iron and Steel Institute report the follow- 
ing production of steel ingots in the quarter ended 3lst 
March. Thirty companies reported, and their products em- 
braced 84:03 per cent. of the steel ingot production in 1918. 





Months. Open Hearth. Bessemer. All other. Total. 
1920. Gross tons. Gross tons. Gross tons, Gross tons. 
January ...... 2,241,318 714,657 10,687 2.966 .662 
February 2,152,106 700,151 12,867 2.865.194 
March .......... 2,484,995 795.16f 16,640 3.296.799 


_ — 
<_— 





OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. May 13, 1920. 











Textiles. 


AUSTRALIA. 
THE WOOL POSITION IN 1918-19. 


When the 1918-19 statistical wool year opened, wool 
growers in the Commonwealth were assured of the sale of 
their staple for at least a period of two years, at rates equal 
to about 059 per cent. above pre-war values. As we are 
reminded in ‘‘Dalgety’s Annual Wool Review’’ for 1918-19 
the Imperial authorities were continuing the acquisition of 
the wool production of the Commonwealth and New Zealand 
as part of their war policy. 

It was essential to secure wool supplies in July, 1918, for 
the successful prosecution of the war, as in November, 1916 
but the situation had materially changed in other respects, 
The British Government at the end of June, 1918, owned 
large stocks of wool stored in Australia and New Zealand: 
consequently the Imperial authorities were not so pressingly 
in need of raw material for textiles as they were 18 months 
previously. Australasian wool growers, however, had still to 
face the position created by the war, and the situation as it 
stood in July, 1918. Fortunately, the Imperial Government 
was willing to acquire the whole of the production for the 
1918-19 season, and for twelve months after the date the 
war should cease. This decision was of great importance to 
the wool industry. 

STORAGE OF ACCUMULATED Woot. 

In consequence of the acquisition of the previous season 
embracing wools bought but unshipped, and lying in store 
on private buyers’ account, all the weols in store at the 
opening of the 1918-19 statistical year were appraised wools, 
Huge stocks were held in brokers’ stores prior to the new 
clip wools coming forward in quantity. There was a great 
dearth of freight for wool. This was foreseen, and provision 
was made by the Central Wool Committee for storing 
acquired wool until shipping could be found to relieve the 
storage position. It was decided to erect 39 warehouses to 
store 870,000 bales of wool in five of the States. These ware- 
houses were sufficiently advanced to receive the bulk of the 
appraised wools before the new season’s wool flowed in volume 
to the seaboard. 

QUANTITIES oF Woo. ACQUIRED. 

The total quantity of greasy and scoured wool acquired 
by the Commonwealth authorities for the Imperial Govern- 
ment was as follows :— 

















Description of Wool. Bales. Butts and Bags. Ib. 

ORE 1,700,290 258,301 579,168,627 

Scoured ............ 217,092 1,540 51,121,844 
ee ae 1,917,382 959,841 630,290,471 
Greasy basis 2,134,474 261,381 681,412,315 





The quantity of wool obtained out of the pool by Australian 
manufacturers and wool-combing companies was as follows: 
Total on 














Greasy. Scoured. Greasy Basis. 

Class of Mills. lb. lb. ; 
WORM oes senees. 13,189,300 1,108,427 15,406,154 
Wool tops. ......... 7,089,176 432,298 7,953,772 
I~ sine Sadhu 20,278,476 1,540,725 23,359,926 











“Greasy basis’? in the two foregoing tables means that 
1 lb. of scoured wool is assumed, for statistical purposes, to 
he 2 lb. of greasy. It has a significance through the wool 
having been sold to the Imperial Government at the flat 
rate of 153d. per lb. greasy; not a proportion in the grease 
at 153d. and the balance of scoured at 31d. 

WEIGHTS AND VALUES oF AcauIRED Woot. 

The total weights and value of the wool acquired during 

the seasons were : — ) 


Actual weight. Greasy basis. Value. 
lb. lb. 
652,109,672 704,772,241 45,516,540 


The total weight, the equivalent of 2,025,486 bales, was 
acquired as follows : -— 


Greasy basis. Value. 
lb. 
Imperial Government _............ 681,412,315 43,963,347 
Australian Manufacturers ......... 15,406,154 869,072 
Australian Top Makers ............ 7,953,772 684,120 


VaRIABLE RESULTS TO Propucers. 

Results to producers during the 1918-19 season varied 
considerably. In some States, and in districts of others, the 
pastoral conditions were good throughout the season, oF 
during a part of the season: in others the weather was un- 
favourable; droughty conditions prevailed, and the wool was 
less well grown. 
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TEX TILES—continued. 





CANADA. 





THE WOOLLEN TEXTILE INDUSTRY. 

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has completed a pre- 
liminary report on, the woollen industry in Canada for the 
calendar year 1918, This report covers the operations of 
75 mills, of which 58 were in the Province of Ontario, 11 in 
Quebec, and 6 in the Maritime Provinces. 


CaPITAL INVESTMENT. 


The amount of capital invested in the industry for the 
Dominion was 19,286,202 dols., of which Ontario supplied 
15,732,165 dols., Quebec 2,591,230 dols., and the Maritime 
Provinces 944,807 dols. The various items constituting 
capital were : —Land, buildings and fixtures, 3,007,956 dols. ; 
machinery and tools, 3,096,005 dols.; materials on hand, 
stocks in process, finished products, fuel, and miscellaneous 
supplies, 7,897,584 dols.: and cash, trading and operating 
accounts and bills receivable, 5,266,657 dols. 


EQuIPMENT. 


The equipment of plants consisted of 273 sets of cards, 
31490 mule spinning spindles, 19,447 frame spinning 
spindles, 10,277 doubling and twisting spindles, 1,283 broad 
looms over 50 inches, 164 under 50 inches, 19 wool-combing 
machines, 80 pickers, 16 garnet machines, and 18 formers 
for fur hats. 

MatTeriats UsSEp. 


The total cost of materials used during the year amounted 
to 15,301,474 dols. The principal materials are shown by 
quantity and value in the following table :— | 


Quantity. Cost value 


Kind of materials. at works. 
Dols. 

Wool, any condition —........... we... 11,161,461 8,994,762 
III | cscs dcscriemneeadawathiinhe shidates 224,785 44,527 
Tailors’ clippings, rags, etc. ........... 2,647 ,535 544,359 
I MONET. xteecscticnanianicgeiitigiedednia Views 1,138,865 360,905 
Shoddy, mungo and wool extract ..... 2,819,780 = 1,153,171 
Wool waste and noils_................... 1,226,676 893,081 
MMM - : sdsieatibieebebininiithecdios 200,535 165,000 
BS, fesiisccsiscesescncsestonssssessoccsocecesce 1,129,990 1,035,576 
Woollen yarn purchased ..... ......... - 181,628 198,825 
Worsted yarn purchased ............... 190,962 356,427 


Merino yarn (cotton mixed) purchased 90,896 108,221 
Cotton yarn purchased ...............+6. 901,934 495 ,924 
Other yarns purchased .................. 33,121 8,569 





Chemicals and dyestuffs ............... — 582,392 
DUET MAMROTURIS  cacicccsccccccvsvdsecee ~- 359,735 
Total cost OF MATETIAIS  ....ccccsccccsscccees 15,301,474 





PRODUCTION. 


The selling value at the works of all products during the 
vear was 25,063,515 dols., the principal items of which are 
shown by quantity and value in the subjoined table : — 


Selling 
value 
: - - Quantity. at works. 
Kinds of Products. Yards. Dols. 
Cassimeres, cheviots, tweeds, flannels, 
NER 2 aR nn ge 4,326,407 5,840,312 


Overcoatings, cloakings, kerseys, etc. 1,655,160 2,286,642 
Coatings, serges and suitings, men’s 


I aetna ican ican tadsnninacte 1,350,011 2,640,469 
Dress goods, sackings, tricots, ete., 

for women’s WeAPr  .........ccccceeeeees 539,653 1,023,278 
Flannels for underwear ................ 165,785 73,172 
eC Oa ee 2,588,557 5,400,039 
Carriage robes and cloths .............. 22,626 47,152 
Horse and saddle blankets ............ 27 995 36,526 
ES Se 429 489 995 ,883 

sq. yards. 
Boot and shoe PN ce hasincnichiahannin’ 642 444 321 222 
Ib. 

SMD tM 5 iiscesiscitsscdecscecssss 530,000 803,260 


Woollen yarns for sale ...........0...00- 1,296,540 1,170,364 
Worsted yarns for sale ...........000000 765,753 1,052,852 





Shoddy,mungo and wool extract ...... 400,725 138,063 
Hosiery and knitted goods ............ — 1,584,641 
All other miscellaneous products ..... — 1,516,045 
ES SS eee —. 133,595 

Total value of products. ................0.08. 25,063,515 

















TEXTILES—continued. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


WOOL SUPPLIES IN 1918-19. 


The 1918-19 season ran smoothly, states ‘‘Dalgety’s Annual 
Wool Review”’ for that period. in the Wellington Province 
storage accommodation was not at any time overtaxed, and 
shipments were regular throughout the season. 

SETTLING VALUATION DIFFERENCES. 

The system adopted for the disposai of the Dominion’s wool 
clip was the same as in the two preceding seasons. Any im- 
portant differences in valuation between the broker and the 
Government valuers were at once referred back to the 
valuers for further consideration. If a difference of opinion 
continued to exist, the lot or lots in dispute were referred to 
a supervisor; and in the event of the dispute not being then 
settled, the services of the official arbitrator were then called 
in, whose decision was final. Occasionally it was found 
necessary for all brokers to lodge appeals with the arbitrator 
against the Government valuers’ prices; but the number of 
appeals was very small in proportion to the total offering. 
In all cases growers’ interests were fully protected. 

Supplies To Locat MILLs. 

The local woollen mills had the first choice of any wool 
submitted for valuation suitable to their requirements, in all 
cases paying the appraisement price agreed upon between 
the brokers and the Government valuers. The quantities of 
wool delivered to local mills amounted to 18,821 bales, com- 
pared with 20,692 bales in the previous statistical year. 

Four Years’ Woo. Exports. 

Wool exports from New Zealand to the United Kingdom 
and Allied countries during the calendar years 1918 and 1917 
totalled 285,170 and 446,346 bales respectively, and compared 
with 509,725 and 544,290 bales respectively shipped in 1916 
and 1915 to the United Kingdom and other countries. 











CHINA. 
COTTON SITUATION AND DEVELOPMENTS. 


The development of the cotton industry is one of the most 
outstanding industrial developments in China at the present 
time, and much stress has been laid on this at the Nanking 
University, Foreign cotton has been introduced, the seed 
coming mostly from the United States. 

According to the data China now ranks third in the produc- 
tion of raw cotton, with almost 2,000,000 bales of 150 Ib. In 
1919 the cotton was increased in area 30 per cent. The latest 
figures show a total of 1,401,566 spindles in operation 
throughout China, with 250,000 under construction and 
250,000 more contracted for. | 

The experiments on foreign cotton seed and its adapt- 
ability to the soil in China now being carried on will require 
some time in which to select the best varieties adapted to 
certain sections of the country, etc. 

Extensive experiments which have met with considerable 
success have also been carried on over a period of four years 
with Egyptian cotton in North Kiangsu. 

The cotton improvement work is being supported by the 
Cotton Mill Owners’ Association of China, and the Shanghai 
Anti-Adulteration Association, who are providing the salary 
and expenses of an American cotton expert to supervise the 
work. 

Cotton Mitts at Wunv, KiukIANG AND CANTON. 

The two new Chinese cotton mills being organised in the 
Lower Yangtze are the Yu Chung Mill at Wuhu, and Hua 
Fund Mill at Kiukiang. The former, according to the Far 
Eastern press, has 10,900 spindles, and part of the mill is 
now in operation. The Kiukiang mill started with a capital 
of 2,000,000 dols., and has ordered 15,000 spindles. 

Several overseas merchants are making plans to open a 
big cotton mill in Canton. The proposed mill is to be 
modelled after the Chinese-owned cotton mills in Haiphong, 
with a total capital of £5,000,000, to be subscribed jointly by 
the seventy-two guilds merchants in Canton and the Chinese 
overseas merchants. The cotton mill will be known as ‘Tai 
Chung Hua Cotton Mill.’’ 

Sprnntne Mint at Wetuur, Honan. 

In view of the abundant production of cotton in Honan, 
local Chinese have decided to establish a cotton-spinning mill 
at Weihui. The site has already been purchased, and an 
order for machinery has been sent to England, to be probably 
received in the autumn. The promoters further intend to 
establish a society to study the cotton industry and methods 
of improving the native cotton. It is understood that cotton 
seeds will either be imported from America, or brought from 
Shensi and Tanshan, and be distributed among the cotton 
growers of the province, so that the local cotton can be im- 
proved and used for the manufacture of finer grades of 
cotton varn. 
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Petroleum. 





POLAND. 
THE GALICIAN OIL INDUSTRY. 


Within the new State of Poland, as the frontiers are to- 
day defined, there are two mineral products of outstanding 
prominence—coal and mineral oil. An able report has been 
furnished on the latter by the American Consul at Warsaw, 
reviewing its great importance at the present time, the 
unusual methods employed in obtaining rights of owner- 
ship, and the fact that within the last year the nationality 
of the capital invested therein has been almost entirely 
changed, thus making the subject one of special interest. 


First Discoveries By Pores. 


Notwithstanding the fact that practically all the capital 
used for the exploitation of the Galician oil fields is in 
foreign hands, the industry, he states, is nevertheless dis- 
tinctly Polish in many respects. The first drilling for oil 
in the Galician region was done by a Pole—Joseph Hecher— 

.in 1810 at Drohobyez. The working of petroleum dates only 

from the second half of the nineteenth century, after the 
<iiscovery in 1853 by another Pole—Ignacy Lukaszewicz—of 
a process for the distillation of illuminating oil. A similar 
process Was worked out in the following year in the United 
States by Silliman. Lukaszewicz founded the first Galician 
oil refinery at Ulaszowicz, not far from Jazlo, but the 
laboratories in which his discovery was made were in Lwow 
(Lemberg). 

The active exploitation of these oil fields has been going 
on only since 1870, and the actual work has been chiefly in 
the hands of Poles—the engineers, drillers, and other em- 
ployees being largely of Polish nationality. 


ExtTEnT oF Orn FIELDS—ANALYSIS OF PRODUCT. 


The extent of the Galician oil fields is considerable. The 
product is found in abundance throughout a large part of 
the former Austrian Province of Galicia, now known as 
‘‘Little Poland.’’ The fields extend on the northern side 
of the Carpathian Mountains from the River Raba as far 
as the Czeremosz, a strip of territory 227 miles in length. 

According to the most recent survey, which is neverthe- 
less somewhat out of date, the petroliferous deposits contain 
at least 47,000,000 tons. 

During the development of the industry its centres have 
changed several times, and to-day the most important are 
Boryslaw and Tustanowice. The raw petroleum of this 
district during recent years has given the following approxi- 
mate results upon refining: 14-8 per cent. gasoline; 15 per 
cent. illuminating oil; 33 per cent. gas oil; 15-7 per cent. 
oil fats or lubricating oil; 5-5 per cent. paraffin; and be- 
tween 3 and 6 per cent. coke, with a small percentage of 
waste product. Its calorific value is given at 10,770 calories, 
as compared with 5,000 to 6,000 calories in coal of good 
quality. 





Outport. 


The output of the Galician oil fields amounted in 1885 to 
43,100 tons, or about 0°85 per cent. of the world’s produc- 
tion; in 1900 to 326,300 tons, or 1:18 per cent. of the 
world’s preduction; and in 1909 to 2,053,150 tons, or 5°5 
per cent. of the world’s production. Thus it will be noted 
that a rapid development took place. In 1910 there was a 
slight decrease, 1,766,077 tons having been produced. 

The Galician output before the war not only met the 
needs of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, but also allowed 
of a considerable exportation of petroleum. In 1910 the 
petroleum industry employed 5.449 hands, and there were 
334 enterprises in operation. The technique of the industry 
is highly developed, many expert drillers being employed 
and several special types of drills being in use. The depth 
of the wells often reaches 3,900 to 4,900 feet. There is no 

‘infallible indication of the presence of oil on any given 
piece of land, and the exploitation is therefore hazardous. 
This also affects the output, which undergoes marked 
fluctuation not only in quantity, but also in price. 

The petroleum refiners’ trust, although highly successful 
in its operations, contributed none the less to some extent 
to the difficult position’ of the producers of raw petroleum 
in Galicia. In 1908 the Union of Petroleum Producers was 
founded. Since then numerous reservoirs have been con- 
structed for the storage of oil, and the use of oil-burning 
locomotives on the Austrian railways has increased, both 
of which developments tended to better the condition of 
the industry. 

In addition to petroleum, there is also found in Galicia a 
product unique in Europe, known as ozokerite, or mineral 
wax, somewhat akin to petroleum. Before the war there 
were seven mines working and 1,313 miners employed. The 
output in 1910 was 2,171 tons. 
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PETROLEUM— continued. 





Laws anp Restrictions GOVERNING CONCESSIONS. 

It must be borne in mind that Galicia, before the war 
was a part of Austria-Hungary. All mining laws ang 
regulations concerning the petroleum production were those 
of the Austro-Hungarian code, and until such time as the 
new Polish Government has opportunity to enact ney 
mining laws for the whole of Poland, the old Austrian 
regulations will be kept in effect in Galicia, or Little 
Poland. In what was formerly Russian Poland the old 
mining laws of Russia are still used, and in the Provinces 
of Posen the former German laws are being retained tem. 
porarily. It will undoubtedly take some time to consolidate 
these three distinct sets of mining laws into one code for 
the whole of Poland. 


Law on Minerats ContaInine BituMEN. 

The Decree of 5th June, 1919, concerning the maximun 
delay allowed for the exploitation of minerals containing 
bitumen, may be stated here as of interest to those cop. 
cerned in the Polish oil industry :— 

Art. 1.—In case it has been stipulated in a contract made 
prior to Ist August, 1914, concerning the cession of rights 
of exploitation of minerals containing bitumen (Art. 1 of 
the Decree of 1lth May, 1884, Law Journal (Journal deg 
Lois), of the Austrian-Hungarian monarchy, No. 71), that 
the contract could be rescinded if the work of exploitation 
was not begun in due time or if such work was not satis. 
factory, then such cancellation of the contract cannot be 
performed on account of non-exploitation between Ist 
August, 1914, and 3lst December, 1919. 

Art. 2.—A petition for an extension of time within which 
to inaugurate or continue the exploitation of such mines 
may be directed to the judge of the district in which such 
mine may be located. The length of extension will be fixed 
by the judge. Before giving a decision the judge has 4 
right to consult the mining office of such district. If ex. 
ploitation of the mine is not begun before the expiration of 
the extension fixed by the judge of the district, then the con. 
tract shall be declared null and void. The party in interest 
has the right of only one appeal from the decision of the 
judge of the district. All expenses incurred will be cal- 
culated and assessed against the party in interest according 
to the provisions of the Civil Code. 

Art. 3.—The Minister of Industry and Commerce has the 
right, if he considers it necessary for the public good, to 
order the stoppage or continuation of. drilling and general 
exploitation. If the party in interest does not conform to 
the orders of the Minister within the time fixed by the latter 
the contract may he cancelled. 


PurcnHasz oF O11 Lanps. 

There is one somewhat unusual circumstance connected 
with the laws governing the petroleum industry of Galicia. 
Mining concessions, such as are granted in the United 
States and other parts of the world, are not known. The 
owner of the land is also the owner of the oil deposits 
thereon, and he may dispose of his interests as he sees fit. 
This does not apply to the coal and other mineral deposits, 
but only to the oil fields. Therefore, oil lands may be pur- 
chased or sold at will, and the Government has nothing to 
do with the granting of oil concessions, rights, and privileges. 
A legal title effected upon a certain piece of land in the oil 
district carries with it all rights to the owners to exploit 
the oil deposit. 

No special restrictions, either legislative or administra- 
tive, are placed on aliens in the purchase and sale of land, 
and consequently aliens enjoy the same rights and privileges 
as nationals in operating petroleum properties and in the 
disposal of their products. 

Mineral rights, as far as the petroleum fields are concerned, 
are not reserved to the Government, nor are special permits 
from the Government required in order to explore or develop 
the resources. The Government itself, however. is a large 
owner of petroleum-bearing lands, and such Government 
owned properties are not now being sold to private concerns. 


GOVERNMENT AIp—LarGE PROPERTIES. 


During the Austrian regime in Galicia there was no 
governmental financing of private companies engaged 
producing or distributing mineral oils, and up to the present 
date the Polish Government likewise has refrained from 
such action. A project is now being considered, however. 
whereby governmental aid to petroleum producers may 
extended by the Polish State. This would probably take 
the form of a subsidy, but it has not yet been definitely 
decided upon. Its object would be to cause a rapid increas 
in production. 

With regard to excessively large mining grants which, 
because of their size, cannot be developed by the holders 
the immediate future, it may be said that although, % 
already explained, no grants are given by the Government, 
vet one or two companies have purchased considerably moré 
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PETROLEUM —continued. 


jand in the oil districts than they can exploit. This is un- 
fortunate, because of the acute need of Poland for a rapid 
increase in oil production, not only for its own consump- 
tion, but, perhaps of even greater importance, for exporta- 
tion to other European countries in exchange for urgently- 
required raw materials for other Polish industries, notably 
cotton. 

ea of the companies holding excessively large properties 
is the Mugeot concern (French), which acquired its lands 
by direct purchase from the proprietors. It is said to hold 
gme 30,000 acres of oil fields, and is able at present to 
operate only 10 to 15 wells. A considerable portion of this 
company’s holdings have been bought up since the war. 


No Monopo.Lies—TaxkEs. 


There are at present no monopolistic grants covering the 
Galician oil fields. About 10 years ago a cartel was formed 
by the producers, but its operation was unsuccessful, and 
was soon discontinued, In Galicia there is also no restric- 
tion on the sale of the oil produced except that, at present, 
oving to national needs, there is Government control on the 
exportation of oil to foreign countries, and such exports are 
ysed chiefly as compensation for foods and raw materials 
needed in Poland. In Middle Poland, or what was formerly 
Russian Poland, there still exists, however, the State Petro- 
um Monopoly, handed down from the Russian regime. 
This does not extend to Galicia nor to the Province of Posen, 
and therefore it is only in Middle Poland that all petroleum 
‘shandled under governmental auspices. When Galician oil 
is sent to Warsaw or other centres in Middle Poland, a tax 
of 70 crowns per 100 kilos is collected by the monopoly. This 
vill be done away with as soon as the mining laws are 
consolidated. 

In Galicia there are no taxes on oil production except the 
ysual land and income taxes. No tax is levied on the crude 
gi] extracted, but, at present, a levy of 13 crowns per 100 
kilos is made by the Government on the refined petroleum 
produced in this region. New uniform tax laws are now 
under consideration, but the plan is to make the tax so low 
that it will interfere in no way with production. 


Forgriea@n CAPITAL. 


It has already been stated that the majority of labourers, 
engineers, and expert drillers in these fields are Poles, but 
very little Polish capital is invested therein. Before the 
war the foreign capital was distributed as follows: —The 
chief interest was Austrian, followed by French, English, 
German, and American, in the order named. To-day it 
nay be said that the whole industry has changed hands. 
After the Armistice the French bought up large tracts of 
land, and British interests also have been active. 

Among the important French ventures may be mentioned 
the Galician Carpathian Co., managed by an Englishman, 
which was purchased by a Paris bank. The Petroleum 
licht und Kraftgesellschaft, at Limanowa, is also French, 
and the Mugeot interests have bought up several smaller 
ompanies within the last few months. The company known 
4 Silvaplana, which was formerly German, is now operated 
by French capital. Its production is about 600 cars (6,000 
tons) per month, or approximately 10 per cent. of the whole 
falician production. 

British interests also have increased during the last year. 
The Terra concern, comprising 18 smaller companies, 1s 
operated by an English group known as Premier Oils. A 
part of their oil lands were taken by the Germans during 
the war, and the English group’s title is still in dispute. 
Another important British concern is the Galicia Co., own- 
ing oil lands and operating large refineries near Boryslaw. 

American interests are represented by a company that has 
heen in the field for some 15 or 20 vears. It has one refinery 
near Dzieditz (Teschen), and another in Hungary at Almas 
Furito. Very little remains of the Austrian interests, which 
ate now represented by only one large concern, with re- 
fneries at Ustrayki-dolne. 


STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION. 


The following figures show the total production of the 
Galician oil wells, in metric tons of 2.204°6 lb., from 1884 
to 1909 : — 





Metric tons. Metric tons. 
1884... * SNe eee 600 
1885... a 323.100 
Se _ 5 Se 321.600 
ES ED ios can datales 326.300 
1888... SO a 452 200 
1889... RL RSS tie IRD ce 576.000 
1890... Se cv iceeusasdesuaus 713 300 
| as ON Sd 0 827 .100 
1892... ss Fs SER ee one 801.800 
+e I © PI iis ecdaecddscdesededs 760 440 
a I i ak aes 1.175 970 
1895 GEE GHD IGOB..........ccccccccccccces 1.818.500 
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FLUCTUATIONS IN PRopucTION AND PRIcEs. 


It is interesting to note the fluctuation in production and 
prices during the years immediately preceding the outbreak 
of war, as compared with those of the war period. There- 
fore the following tables are given setting forth figures for 
the production and prices in the Boryslaw and Tustanowice 
districts, where practically all the Galician crude oil is 
produced, from 1910 to 1917:— 










































































1910 1911 
Months. Produc- Prices per Produc- Prices per 
tion. quintal. tion. quintal. 
Metric Metric 
tons. Crowns. tons. Crowns. 
eae 148,590 2.20-2.50 151,720 2.90-2.80 
February .......... 139,450 2.83-2.85 128,520 2.64-2.90 
ME iciidoncvecéncs 145,700 2.79-2.95 132.470 2.90-3.20 
ME ivblesdaiiesans 135,540 2.94-3.01 116,550 3.203.10 
Be alnaenicistt dines 132,110 3.04.3.36 108,480 3.10-3.25 
eee 131,020 3.46-3.36 104.390 3.25-3.48 
EY Aicisliiitinaeaetti 132,890 3.36-3.40 100.290 3.40-3.45 
ME cscs 138,310  3.30-3.12 105,850  3.45-3.45 
September ......... 128,070 3.05-3.15 100.710 3.40-3.40 
October ............. 133,150 3.12-3.17 100,630 3.40-3.75 
November .......... 137,790 3.10-3.10 97,160 3.80-3.90 
December .......... 150,310 2.97-2.85 90.540  3.90-3.90 
- EE 1,652,950 __.............. RT ncétniicinons 
1912 1913 
Months. Produc- Prices per Produc- Prices per 
tion. quintal. ‘tion. quintal. 
Metric Metric 
tons. Crowns. tons. Crowns. 
: Ee ; 4.06-4.20 71,620 7.10- 8.95 
February .......... 90,010 4.20-4.30 66,130 8.95-10.28 
A 102,030 4.34-4.34 75.520 10.28- 9.45 
i icniicikentseaciniaats 90, 4.34-4.55 75,540 9.24- 9.73 
ET <ibteinkdinubedoced 96,450 4.50-4.50 77.710 9.75- 9.46 
Me ititetKidunkatcds 93, 4.35-4.57 75,250 9.60- 9.10 
RETARD PO 101,720 4.60.4.60 78,420 9.10- 8.34 
BS whiicittintiiie 93,310  4.85-5.10 78.340 8.65. 9.22 
September ......... 86. 5.40-6.05 79.660 9.03- 8.97 
October ............. 82,520 6.30-6.50 78,530 8.87- 8.75 
November ......... 74,510 6.59-7.10 71.520 8.75- 8.94 
December .......... 72,580 7.05-7.10 71,520 8.94- 8.20 
_ _eaeres I Setesadicns TT 2 
1914 1915 
Months. Produc- Prices per Produc- Prices per 
tion. quintal. tion. quintal. 
Metric Metric 
tons. Crowns. tons. Crowns. 
January ............ 70,620 8.20-8.30 45.370 3,80- 4.20 
February .......... 70.810 8.20-8.10 49,77@  ~4.20- 3.50 
BD inienccnnssannt 82,620 §8.10-7.00 49.130 3.50- 2.40 
TE dinvictieetintetnin 80,080  7.00-6.75 47,140 2.40- 3.80 
ia citihcaniateiatie 84.410 6.75.6.10 29.720  3.80- 8.50 
i hictsenentoanins 87,490 6.10-6.30 29,970 8.50-11.00 
EEE 88,740  6.00-4.00 50.790 11.00-12.00 
| 58,890 4.00-1.40 60,160 12.00-12.20 
September ......... 28 ,490 1.40-1.00 64.350 9.00-11.00 
October ............. 21,460 1.00-2.00 66.480 11.00-13.00 
November ......... 25,000 2.00-3-00 58,710 13,00-12.00 
December .......... 39,410 3.00-3.80 65,470 12.00-10.25 
BE avtantdians ee Ss GU © ccciesdncdcinke 
1916 1917 
Months. Produc- Prices per Produc- Prices per 
tion. quintal. tion quintal 
Metric Metric 
tone. Crowns. tons. Crowns. 
January ............ 63.050 10.20-9.10 59,420 40.00-43.60 
February ........... 59,380 9.10-10.25 48350 43.75-44.80 
EN ecnaisiitinen sates 67,560 10.25-12.30 62,200 44.90-45.90 
RE 63,160 12.30-17.00 62,480  45.80-45.00 
BE Wiak din iceanaates 68,000 17.25-19.00 66,150 44.90-42.20 
Me ialicd asa cddvhicie 67,340 19.10-19.25 62.470 42.00-40.00 
EE chidiiinddachahihe 67.450 19.15-18-40 63,900 40.00-40.00 
Ee ae 69.940 18.35-16.50 63,400 a38.00 
September ......... 65.320 15.60-22.00 60,440 a38.00 
RY caticnsancns 63,530 22.50-31.40 58.830 a38.00 
November ......... 61,850  29.40-37.20 53,460 a38.00 
December .......... 65,580  36.00-32.00 48 630 a38.00 
, ae PEE. { ennennnadisenss TE « cemsneketvnetus 











a Fixed price. 

The depreciation of the Austrian crown offsets to a con- 
siderable extent the apparent great rise in the value of 
crude oil in 1915, 1916, and 1917. It will be noticed that 
there was a steady decline in production from 1909 to 1915, 
the percentage of decrease being especially marked in 1914. 
In 1916 and 1917 there was an increase, due to war demands 
and greatly increased prices. 
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PETROLEUM—continued. 





PRESENT SITUATION. 

At Lwow (Lemberg), the capital of the Province of 
Galicia, an important branch of the Chamber of Commerce 
deals with matters concerning oil production. At a recent 
meeting of this branch the discussions showed that the Polish 
oil industry is now undergoing satisfactory development. 
The present state of the petroleum market is highly 
advantageous to Galician enterprises. 

The present monthly production of the wells is about 
60,000 tons. The industry is hampered, however, by lack 
of means of transportation. There are in all only 2,000 tank 
cars available for the transportation of oil—cars of 10 tons’ 
capacity—and the monthly production is thus equivalent to 
6,000 cars. Furthermore, all the reservoirs are full, and 
it is estimated that there is pvearly 500,000 tons now in 
reserve awaiting shipment. The Polish Government is 
making efforts to obtain a supply of tank cars sufficiently 
large to serve the present needs of the industry. 





PERU. 


PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From F. W. Manners, Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation.) 





LIMA. 


During the past few months important petroleum areas 
have been prospected in the Department of Loreto, in 
the region of the projected railway from Paita to the 
Maranon and along the upper Huallaga ‘in ground of 
analogous geographical formation to that of the petroleum- 
bearing lands of Mexico.”’ 

Another large deposit of petroleum and pitch has been 
discovered in the district of Chumpi, near Coracora, capital 
of the province of Parinacochas, Department of Ayacucho. 

A large area of petroleum-bearing lands in the Provinces 
of Yauli and Jauja has been discovered by private parties 
in Lima. This district is not far from the coast and near 


the line of the Central Railway. 


- 








Chemicals. 
GERMANY. 








THE CHORZOW CALCIUM CYANAMIDE 
FACTORY. 


In March, 1915, the German Government drew up two 
contracts with the Bayerische Stickstoffwerke Aktien 
Gesellschaft in Trostberg, Bavaria, on the same lines as 
similar contracts drawn up for the erection of other factories 
utilised for the production of war material, such as the shell 
factory Deutsche Werke A.G. of Spandau. 

These contracts provided for the construction of two fac- 
tories to be worked by the B.S.A.G., one with a power 
station of 100,000 kilowatts at Piesteritz-Wittemberg, near 
Berlin, and the other with a power station of 30,000 kilo- 
watts at Chorzow, near Beuthen, to develop the process 
discovered by Gheimrat Caro of producing calcium cyana- 
mide with nitrogen obtained from the air. 

The contracts drawn up in March, 1915, laid down that 
the German Government paid all the expenses of the 
B.S.A.G., and the B.S.A.G. guaranteed the working of the 
factory on behalf of the State in consideration of a com- 
pensation for every kilogramme of nitrogen produced. In 
addition, the B.S.A.G. had the right to purchase these 
factories from the Government under certain conditions and, 
vice-versa, especially if the working was not sufficiently 
remunerative during a period of two consecutive years. 

The Chorzow factory started working 74 months after this 
agreement had been drawn up, and the work of construction 
continued till 1917. The B.S.A.G. exercised its right of 
purchase of this factory in 1919, and combined with the 
Petroleum Aktien Gesellschaft in Berlin for the purpose 
of purchasing this right. 

A limited liability company was formed under the name 
of Stickstoff Treu hand Gesellschaft m.b.H. The capital 
was one million marks, half of which was found by the 
Bayerische Stickstoff Werke and the other half by the Petro- 
leum Aktien Gesellschaft. 

The Stickstoff Treuhand Gesellschaft m.b.H. having 
paid for the right of purchase of the factory, formed another 
company for the purpose of purchasing the factory from the 
State. This new company was called the Oberschlesische 
Stickstoffwerke Aktiengecellschaft. The original capital of 
250,000 marks was immediately raised to 110,000,000 marks. 








CHEMICALS — continued. 





Detaits RecGarpine THE Factory. 

The factory covers an area of about 135 acres and employ 
2,200 workmen of German and Russian nationality, N, 
of the work. The present wages, which are in force til 
the end of March, range from 2°60 marks to 3°50 marks a 
hour. No difficulty appears to be experienced in procurj 
the necessary labour. % 

The factory has a central power station of 20,000 kilo. 
watts and is constructing another of 10,000 kilowatts, th 
latter being reserve power. Further, 30,000 kilowatts ay 
supplied by the Schlesische Elektrizitaets und Gaswerke 
The current is an alternating current. 3 


THe Propvuction or Catcium CyaNnamipe. 
There are two distinct processes in the production 9 
calcium cyanamide (CaCN , ):— 
(a) The manufacture of CaC.2 (calcium carbide). 
(b) The conversion of CaC, into CaCN, (calciuy 
cyanamide). 
Process (b) is that discovered by Caro. 

Calcium cyanamide is produced in electric furnaces, o 
which there are 7, two of them being in reserve. The 
negative electrode is an earth. The positive electrode cop. 
sists of six blocks of graphite, size 1:50 metres by 0°50 metry 
by 0°50 metres. The electrodes are manufactured by Siemens 
Schuckert, Berlin, or by Plana in Ratibor. The curreg} 
used is 8,500 amperes, and the voltage ranges from 70-17) 
volts. Temperature attained in the furnaces is 2,500 deg, 


THE CoNVERSION or CaC21ntTo CaCNo¢. 

This conversion is brought about by passing a current of 
nitrogen still containing 0-3 per cent. oxygen over Ca(? 
heated to a temperature of 1,500 degrees, for a period of 
about twelve hours. At least 50 per cent. of the nitrogen 
employed is lost in this process. 

The commercial calcium cyanamide contains about 20 per 
cent. nitrogen (theoretically 24:5 per cent.). 


EXTRACTION OF NITROGEN FROM THE AIR. 

The process used is the Linde process. The air is firs 
liquefied and the oxygen is separated from the nitrogen, the 
a point of the former being lower than that of the 
atter. 


ConsuMPTION oF Raw MarTeriats 1N CoMPARISON WITH THE 
PRODUCTION oF CaC, ano CaCNe. 

One ton of chalk is used for approximately every 950 kilo 
grammes of calcium carbide produced. 

One ton of calcium carbide (CaC,) is used for approxi: 
mately every 1,250 kilogrammes of calcium cyanamide 
(CaCNe) produced. 

The consumption of coal is about twice to three times the 
production of calcium cyanamide. The yearly production of 
CaCN", is approximately 125,000 tons. 

PRICES. 

At the end of February the price was 4:50 mk. per kilo 
gramme of calcium cynamide, but the Government have now 
raised the prices of artificial manures, and the price at the 
end of March was 10°70 mk. the kilogramme. A further 
rise from 10°70 mk. to 15 mk. per kilogramme is con 
templated. 








PRODUCTION OF AMMONIUM NITRATE. 

The factory is equipped with the necessary plant for the 
conversion of calcium cyanamide into ammonium nitrate. 
The total production of CaCN». can thus be converted if 
necessary. The CaCNz, is treated with superheated steam 
under considerable pressure and split up into ammonia and 
chalk. The ammonia is then converted into ammonium 
nitrate. 

The possible yearly production of ammonium is 50,00 
tons, and of ammonium nitrate 36,000 tons. 








CHILE. 
PRODUCTION OF NITRATE OF POTASH. 


(From H.M. Consul.) 
ANTOFAGASTA. 

Several of the nitrate factories are commencing to pre 
duce nitrate of potash regularly. 

During the last two years the total production was only 
about 1,100 tons. Production is now to be increased and 
sales have been made for delivery up to June, 1920, of 
13.500 tons. 

The nitrate of potash is produced by further refining the 
95 per cent. nitrate customarily produced up to 99 per cent. 
and is not a by-product. ; 

At present a premium of from £1 to £1 10s. per ton’ 
secured on the price ruling for ordinary 95 per cent. nitraté, 
and so far all sales have been made to the United States of 
America. 








Poles are employed, as it is said they do not like the natuy © 
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CHEMICALS —continued. 





TURKEY. 
OPENINGS FOR CHEMICALS AND 
DRUGS. 
From H.M. Commercial Secretary to the British High 
\ Commissioner.) 





CoNSTANTINOPLE. 
Turkey consumes a large quantity of chemical produce, 
‘cluding drugs, specialities, and all kinds of pharmaceutical 
roducts, all of which are imported from abroad, for no 
chemical industries of any kind exist in the country itself. 


GERMAN Pre-War METHODS. 


Germany supplied nearly oU per cent. of the chemical 
roducts consumed in this market betore the war, and 
ranked first also in the supply of synthetical products, which 
are greatly appreciated by the medical profession in this 
country. Nearly all the German manufacturers were well 
represented locally by agents, of the same nationality, and 
jong established both in Constantinople and other important 
towns of Turkey, besides which each factory sent round 
yearly travellers for purposes of propaganda and of intro- 
ducing new products. The same propaganda work was also 
grried on regularly by seuding pamphlets and samples to 
all doctors and druggists direct through the Post Oftice. 

In addition, the German manufacturer had been made to 
mderstand that it was essential to allow long credits to 
their customers in Turkey. A further reason for German 
success was the fact that the manufacturers had studied 
the requirements of the Eastern countries and prepared 
gecial products which answered to the exigences of the 
French Pharmacopoeia, which is officially recognised in this 

ry. 

dl the war Constantinople was flooded with German 
produce, and the German military had in their possession 
important stocks, which to a great extent after the Armistice 
vere sold by them to private firms; also an important 
quantity was consigned by them, on their evacuation, to the 
(tteman Government. 


Pre-War DEVELOPMENT oF BRITISH TRADE. 


Fifteen years ago British chemical goods were quite un- 
known in Turkey, except for a little quinine salt and some 
pharmaceutical specialities, which were imported in smal] 
quantities only. If by any chance a druggist filed an order 
vith a British firm, he was obliged to pay half the value of 
the goods when ordering and the balance against documents 
at Constantinople. British firms had no agents in Turkey 
and did not send out travellers to get a footing in the 
uarket. It. was only in 1908 that, thanks to the establish- 
ment of a drug store for British products, the United 
Kingdom started exporting to Turkey. 

Then local purchasers soon realised the advantages of 
these products, and although competition with the German 
artile was very keen, Britjsh goods held the market in a 
comparatively short lapse of time. This was the situation 
it the declaration of war. 


FRENCH COMPETITION. 

French chemical products represented 20 per cent. of the 
cmsumption, but in addition to this, France exported into 
Turkey 75 per cent. of all pharmaceutical specialities. The 
position to-day is that France has slipped in to replace 
Germany for the reason as stated above. that the terms 
fered are more favourable to the market than those offered 
ty British manufacturers. 

The rate of exchange of the franc, it is true, was very 
alvantageous to importers, and it must not be forgotten 
that French products are admirably adapted to use in this 
country. In addition, special facilities are granted, such as 
the expediting of chemical products by post as registered 
amples, while British firms do not enjoy this facility and 
ire obliged to pay Custom-House dues when the French are 
hot. 


For British manufacturers to regain their pre-war _per- 
centage of the imports into Turkey of chemical products, 
(hited Kingdom exporters must study the wants of this 
country and get into touch with British firms of good stand- 
ing established in Constantinople to act as their agents. 

They should adopt a new packing system on the metric 
basis, and their products should answer the requirements of 
the French Pharmacopeeia. 

While export from Germany is impossible, now is the 
time of the British manufacturer’s opportunity, and no time 
should be lost in introducing his products to the Turkish 
market, 


- 
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_ Oils. 


FRANCE. 








GENERAL SITUATION IN 

INDUSTRY. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 

MARSEILLES. 
The cultivation of the olive tree in the South of France 
has grown considerably in importance since the war, though 
owing to unfavourable weather conditions the 1919 olive 
crop was a very poor one. The figures for the olive crop 

since 1913 are as follows :— 


THE OLIVE OIL 


Quintals of 
olives grown. 


Hectolitres of 
oil therefrom. 


ED, etcialiis:-- sdliieateetihas 796,000 135,000 
ee en 825,000 140,000 
a aaa ie 596,000 102,000 
RRS Ra artnet 327 000 26,000 
ERR eaee 1,700,000 280 000 
EP RA eas 400 000 68 ,000 


Before the war the olive tree in the South of France was 
rapidly disappearing owing to the inadequate return for 
olive oil, namely, from frs. 1 to 1:25 per litre. The olive 
trees have been cut down, and the land thus cleared 
planted with more remunerative crops. In the Var and 
Herault, for instance, the grape vine has entirely supplanted 
the olive tree. For the whole olive-growing district of the 
South of France, of the 152,000 hectares devoted to the 
olive, only about 100,000 were left in 1917. The French 
Government took steps to encourage the industry, but to no 
purpose. The rapid extension uf the winter resorts and the 
building of new villas on the Riviera have taken up much 
land on which the olive was grown, and during the war olive 
wood fetched such high prices that a vast number of trees 
were felled for their wood. The destruction of the olive 
trees became so threatening to the industry, that in March, 
1918, the Prefet of the Alpes Maritimes was obliged to forbid 
the felling of the trees in his Department. 

The enormous increase in the value of olive oil has now. 
however, given a new impetus to the industry, and, though 
new trees cannot as yet yield returns, the improved methods 
of cultivation and crushing now being employed under the 
direction of the Service de l’Oleiculture of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, are productive of an increase in the crop. 

The enormous increase in the yalue of olive oil is due to 
the scarcity of that commodity, the supply of which is 
infinitely below even French needs. 

The normal yearly consumption of edible oils in France is 
1,500,000 quintals; the supply of olive oil last year only 
68,000 quintals. The shortage of edible oil in France and 
the consequent enormous demand for olive oil is due:— 

(1) To the difficulties in importing oilseed from abroad. 
In normal times edible oils other than olive oil, pure or mixed 
with olive oil, kept the price of olive oil low and the supply 
ahead of the demand, permitting the export of fair quanti- 
ties of olive oil. About 1,000,000 quintals of the oil pru- 
duced in France were the product of the crushing of sesame, 
cottonseed and ground nuts. 7 

(2) To the impossibility of importing olive vil from Italy, 
Tunis, Algiers, and Spain. The normal pre-war imports 
from these countries amounted to some 350,000 quintals. 
The adverse exchange prevents imports from Spain. Tunis 
and Algiers now only produce enough for their own needs, as 
does Italy, owing to the disease now prevailing amongst the 
olive trees there. 

(3) The diminishing cultivation of French oil-giving seeds. 
The area (in hectares) under these seeds in France has 
practically all been otherwise utilised, as the following 
figures show :— 


Before the war. 1917. 
I ites conden nacian Shed 26,400 6,876 
I Sic ckeck ddsdvatuesnets 1,967 515 
Aelia 30,500 ~° 7,073 


The walnut has alsu practically vanished owing to the 
utilisation of the wood during the war. 


Ontve CRUSHING. 


In view of the present value of the oil, new mills with 
improved crushing machinery are springing up in the olive 
districts, and full advantage is being taken from the oil, 
which may be obtained by treatment with hot water of the 
olive pulp, previously thrown away after pressing, and from 
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OILS—continued 





the crushing of the olive stones. Oil from bad olives or 


tainted olive oil is also refined, and made fit for human con- 


sumption. 

The supply of local olive oil being insufficient to meet 
French demands, there is practically none exported, nor will 
there be any quantity until it is again possible to obtain 
foreign olive oils or oil seeds. The ‘‘olive’’ oil exported 
from France in the past was rarely, if ever, pure Provence 
olive oil, but a mixture of French and foreign olive oils, 
often of olive and oilseed oils after refining. According to 
French law, the term ‘‘olive’’ oil may only be applied to 
pure olive oil, even deodorised olive oil may only be called 
‘‘ huile de table”’ or ‘‘ 4 frire.”’ 


QUALITIES AND GRADES OF OIL. 


Olive oils from Provence are classified in the following 
grades :—Surfine, Fines, Lampantes (enfers), and Ressences. 

‘‘Surfine” and ‘‘Fine’’ olive oils are edible, and the terms 
apply to the results of the first pressings of the olive. For 
the ‘‘Surfine’’ the pressing is less than for the ‘‘Fine.”’ 

The terms ‘‘Lampantes’”’ and ‘‘Ressences’’ apply to olive 
oils which per se are inedible, but become so after being 
refined (deodorised). Lampantes oils are the product of 
poor quality olives, and Ressences, the oil extracted from 
the pulp after pressing and the olive stones by the hot-water 
process. Seren 

The quality of olive oils vary according to the districts 1n 
which the olives were grown. The ‘‘Huiles d’Olives Surfines”’ 
from the Bouches du Rhone, Var, and Alpes Maritimes, are 
generally of better quality than those from the Gard, Vau- 
cluse, or Dréme. The quality is a matter of flavour. 

‘‘Fines’’ and ‘‘Surfine’’ table olive oils are generally con- 
tained in chestnut wood barrels of 5 to 600 kilos net contents. 
Ordinary olive oils, that is, ‘‘(Lampantes”’ or ‘‘Industrielles,”’ 
are contained in used mineral or cottonseed oil drums of 
about 175 kilos net contents. 





FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 





PRODUCTION .OF COPRA IN COCHIN-CHINA. 


Out of the whole of Indo-China, Cochin-China is generally 
considered to be the greatest producer and exporter of 
copra, although Annam and Cambodia also offer excellent 
opportunities. 

From 1910 to 1914 the average exports of copra were 
about 7,160 tons per year, destined almost exclusively to 
France, especially Marseilles. 

The coconut palm is cultivated in most of the villages of 
Cochin-China. In the Provinces of Mytho and Bentré, 
which are watered by the Mékong, the palm plantations 
have been developed with a view to the produetion of copra 
for exportation. The area covered is 3,600 hectares in the 
Province of Mytho, and 3,200 hectares in the Province of 
Bentré. Similar plantations, although of a smaller area, 
exist in the Provinces of Vinh-Long and Gocong. In this 
region the nut-palms are cultivated solely by the natives in 
rich alluvial soil. | 

Between 1907 and 1910 new plantations were planted, not 
only in the coast district, but also in the neighbouring terri- 
tories of Saigon and in upper Cochin-China, whereas in 
lower Cochin-China other efforts have been made on the 
alluvial soil in the Province of Rachgia, particularly by 
European and native planters, who at the same time culti- 
vate rice. 

On account of the difficulties of export to France during 
the war, European planters and owners of coconut palms 
did not establish a market for copra, but sold their palm 
nuts to local merchants. Commercial copra which comes 
to Saigon is almost exclusively from the native plantations 
of Mytho and Bentré. 

Moreover, since 1914, which was the most important year 
of production, the few shipments to overseas markets have 
resulted in decreased production to an extent that in 1917 
the exports only reached 2,000 tons. In 1916 a fairly im- 
portant proportion went to Japan. 

The oil factory established at Caukho, near Saigon, in 
1917 can treat 2,000 tons of copra per year, and its produc- 
tion of oil will probably be extended shortly. Approximately 
1,000 hectares of new plantations will reach their full out- 
put in five or six years, making the annual production 1,500 
or 1,600 tons. The production of copra in Cochin-China 
offers a wide field to planters and capitalists, and it is esti- 
mated that this eountry is capable of producing within the 
next twenty years copra in sufficient quantity to supply the 
greater part of the needs of France. 


—— 





Customs Regulations an 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
AD VALOREM DUTIES. 


The Commissioners of Customs and Excise give notice (j 
41), that before any person can be allowed on behalf of : 
importer or owner to make entry or declaration in re, . 
of goods liable to ad valorem Duties, he must deliver to th 
Collector or other proper Officer of Customs and Excig 
written authority from the person or firmt on whose bebal 
he claims to act. The authority may be either general 1) 
cover any number of importations, or special for pat 
ticular occasion only. 














.. BRITISH INDIA. 


EXPORT DUTY ON RAW HIDEs: 
CONDITIONS OF REBATE. 


The ‘‘Indian Trade Journal’ of 9th April contains copy 
of Notification No. 650, dated 3rd April, 1920, issued by th 
Government of India in the Department of Comm 
specifying the conditions under which the rebate of tm, 
thirds of the export duty on raw hides and skins shall } 
allowed. The Notification is as follows:—‘‘In pursuance ¢ 
Item 3 of Schedule III of the Indian Tariff Act, 1894 (VI 
of 1894), the Governor-General in Council is pleased t ple 
scribe that a rebate of two-thirds of the export. duty on rm 
hides or skins shall be allowed only on the exporter furnig. 
ing to the Collector of Customs at the place of export a bond 
securing the payment of the remainder of the duty with 
six months from the date of shipment of the hides or skin, 
which bond shall be cancelled on receipt, within that periad 
of a certificate granted by such Association or other perm 













































in the country of destination as the Governor-General ip 
Council may designate in this behalf, certifying that th 
raw hides or skins have been delivered to a tanner fy 
tanning in His Majesty’s dominions or in a State of Indy 
or in a territory under the protection of His Majesty or is 
respect of which a mandate of the League of Nations 
exercised by the Government of any part of His Majesty) 
dominions: 

Provided that— 

(1) nothing in this notification shall be deemed ta requir 
the production of a bond in the case of ex 
of raw hides or skins to Indian States other tha 
Cutch; and 

(11) the Collector of Customs at the place of export may, 
if, on the expiry of the six months aforesaid, » 
such certificate has been furnished and he is df 
opinion that sufficient cause has been shom, 
discharge the bond and accept in place thereof 
fresh bond securing payment of the remainder of 
a within such further period as he think 

t. 

In connection with the above Notification, a further 
Notification, No. 652, dated 3rd April, 1920, has been issued 
by the Government of India, designating the Indian Trade 
Commissioner, London, as the person by whom the certificates 
required by the Notification should be granted in the cased 
raw hides or skins exported to the United Kingdom. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


CUSTOMS PROPOSALS IN BUDGET. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial 
Office copy of a telegram from the Governor-General of the 
Union of South Africa giving particulars of the Budge 
which was introduced into the Union Parliament on 
April. With regard to Customs duties, the telegram reports 
a remission of 5 per cent. of the duties on wearing appaté, 
cotton and woollen goods in the piece, cotton and woolle 
blankets and hosiery, and suspension of the duties on gril 
and flour. 








SIERRA LEONE. 


INCREASED EXPORT DUTY ON PALM 
KERNELS. 
By an Order-in-Council of 29th March, 1920, approved ly 
the Legislative Council on 3lst March, 1920, the rate 0 
duty on palm kernels specified in the First Schedule to the 








/ Customs Duty (Export) Ordinance, 1917. (No. 6 of 1917),* 
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subsequently amended, is increased, and the following duties 
yill be operative as from the dates specified, viz. :— 
Date of Increase. Rate of Export Duty. 
Per ton of 20 cwt. 


Palm kernels : — £s. d. 
Be SE, GEE -dnitdewscnsciceioenienens 210 0 
OS SE CT ean) 215 0 
i i, SDS -icininnsviipnbbniiiniebiieeieties 3.0 0 


(Nots.—In addition to the duties specified above, a duty 
of £2 per ton is levied on all palm kernels exported from the 
lony, under the Palm Kernels Export Duty Ordinance, 
1919, except in the case of palm kernels exported to a British 

rt, in which case a bond may be given by the exporter for 
the amount of the duty.] 





ST. LUCIA. 
REDUCED IMPORT DUTY ON RUM. 


It is provided in the Customs Tariff Amendment 
Ordinance, 1920 (No. 3 of 1920), dated 6th March, 1920, 
that the import duty on Rum specified in the first schedule 
of the Customs Tariff Ordinance No. 110 (1916 Revision), 
shall be reduced from 9s. 6d. to 6s. per proof gallon. 


FOREIGN. 


AUSTRIA. 


INCREASED LICENCE TAX ON IMPORTED 
TOBACCO. 

The issue of ‘‘Staatsgesetzblatt fiir die Republik 
Qesterreich ’’ of 25th December last contains a Law author- 
ising the Financial Minister to fix for the period ending 
31st December, 1920, the amount of the licence tax leviable 
in addition to Customs duty on imported tobacco and tobacco 
manufactures. 

A Proclamation of 27th February, 1920, issued under the 
above Law, with effect as from 3rd March, increases the 
amount of the licence tax as follows : — 














Kronen 
I. iin ducinh elecenieviiabeansbece 450 
UP GD | hcscctsessccntcesontvnnnens 400 


For other raw or manutactured 
tobacco 


(For every kilog net weight.) 


BELGIUM. 
EXPORT PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN SKINS. 


A Decree of the Belgian Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
dated 14th Apri] and published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge”’ 
for 17th April, re-establishes the requirement of export 
licences in respect of calf skins and horse hides in the hair. 











EXPORT PROHIBITIONS 
RAISED. 

A Decree of the Ministry of Industry, Labour, and Supply, 
dated 19th April, which appeared in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge”’ 
for the same date, raises the export prohibition in respect of 
the following articles which were previously subject to the 
requirement of export licence under the control exercised by 
this Ministry : — 

Wines; oysters and mussels; ribbons; braces, suspenders, 
collars, ties and neckties, and caps; boots and shoes; gaiters ; 
puttees ; sabots; and boot and shoe laces. 


CERTAIN 








BOLIVIA. 
INCREASED FEES FOR CONSULAR 
CERTIFICATES. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
ce, of telegraphic information from H.M. Minister at 
La Paz, to the effect that the fee for the certification of 
Consular invoices covering goods destined for shipment to 
Bolivia, has been increased from 2 to 3 per cent. ad valorem 
ya Decree issued in February last, with effect as from 26th 


April. 





FINLAND. 
INCREASE OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to the notices on the above subject which 
were published in the issues of the ‘“‘Board of Trade 
Journal” for 4th March (page 344), and 8th April (page 
499), the following notice, based on information supplied by 

® Finnish Consul-General in London, gives full particulars 
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as to the increases of the Finnish import duties brought into 
operation by the Resolution of the Finnish Government 
dated 10th March, 1920. 

The duties prescribed by the Finnish Customs Tariff* on 
imported goods are, under the Resolution, increased by 200 
= cent. during the year 1920, with the exceptions shown 

ow :— : 


Tariff No. 
9 


. 245—-246 


Cx 


(a) The duty will be increased by 100 per cent. only for 
woollen goods specified in Tariff Nos. 273, 275 and 
276, viz.: 
Dress cloths weighing 300 grammes or more per 
Square metre, and containing threads, wholly or 
partly of silk, the silk, however, not exceeding 
3 per cent. of the total weight of the tissue. 
Tissues of other kinds, not specially mentioned 
in the Finnish Customs Tariff; also stamped (not 
woven) wool felt, even if mixed with vegetable 
textile materials, weighing more than 200 
grammes per sq. metre. 
(b) The following goods are exempt from any increase 
of duty :— 


¢ Pork, salted or smoked. 

28 Lard, bacon dripping, and oleomargarine. 

30—32 Rye, barley, buckwheat, oats, wheat, maize, 

34and35 # malt, crushed malt, peas, beans, and other 

37 and 39 ~=edible pulses and cereals (except rice, 
lentils, vetch, and unedible pulses). 

Milled cereals, viz.:—Rvye flour, barley meal, 
oatmeal, and groats of barley and oats, 
groats of buckwheat and millet, wheat 
flour and wheat groats. 

Bran of all kinds. 

Cocoa beans and husks, cocoa in powder and 
chocolate (also cocoa in solid form), and 
cocoa substitutes of all kinds; coffee and 
coffee substitutes; tea and tea substitutes; 
sugar, all kinds. 

Tissues of cotton, even combined with jute, 
not specially mentioned in the Tariff, if 
their whole surface is similarly woven, 
weighing over 100 grammes per sq. metre, 
whether unbleached, bleached, dyed, or 
printed. 

Tissues of cotton, even combined with jute, 
not specially mentioned in the Tariff, in- 
cluding those woven with designs, weighing 
100 grammes or more per sq. metre, 
whether unbleached, bleached, dyed or 
printed. 

Boots and shoes, with wooden soles or leather 
uppers, and other kinds not specially men- 
tioned in the Tariff (not including those 
with uppers of silk or mixed silk, or those 
of patent leather). 

Agricultural machinery and apparatus (ex- 
cept ploughs, rollers, stubble breakers, 
threshing machines, chaff cutters; mashing 
and flour mills, cake crushers, and horse 
gear). 

Electric machines (such as generators, motors, 
and converters, transformers, damping 
rollers, etc.), weighing not more than 500 
kilogs. net each. 

Special apparatus for electro-technical pur- 
poses not specially mentioned in the Tariff. 

Steam engines, steam and water turbines, 
combustion and explosion motors of all 
kinds, air compressors; cooling machinery 
and machine pumps, weighing each 500 
Kilogs. or less net. 

Machinery and apparatus, not specially men- 
tioned in the Finnish Customs Tariff. 

Vessels and boats, with or without fittings. 

Railway and tramway vehicles. 

Carriages and vehicles, not specially men- 
tioned in the Tariff, and frames therefor ; 
also rubber-tyred wheels and tyres for the 
same. 

Articles not elsewhere classified in the Finnish 
Customs Tariff, except raw materials (which 
are admitted duty-free). 


40—45 
49 
112—120 


233 — 241 


476—A77 
653—655 


658 


700 
701—703 
707 


708 


Y 


961 











*Particulars as to the rates of duty prescribed by the 


Finnish Customs Tariff for particular goods or classes of 
goods may be obtained on written or personal application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 
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FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


EXPORT OF WORKS OF ART, PAINTINGS, 
ETC, 

The ‘‘ Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) for 2nd May contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated lst May, the object of which is, 
by export control and export duties, to prevent French art 
treasures leaving the country. In the existing state of the 
French exchange, there is an increasing tendency for such 
treasures to be acquired by countries whose exchange is 
stronger than the French. 

A translation of the Decree is appended : — 

Article 1.—From the date of publication of the present 
Decree, the export of works of art and of furniture of a date 
earlier than 1830, also of works of painters, sculptors, de- 
signers, and engravers who have been dead more than twenty 
years at the date of exportation, is prohibited. 

This prohibition does not apply to products which, on 
importation into France from foreign countries, were placed 
under the warehousing, transit, or transhipment regime, 
nor to works which the exporter proves to have been 
imported into France after the date on which the present 
Decree became effective. 

Derogations from this prohibition may be granted on con- 
ditions to be determined by the Minister ot Finance after 
consultation with the Minister of Public Instruction and 
Fine Arts. 

Article 2.—As from the same date, Schedule B annexed to 
the Customs Law of 11th January, 1892 [7.e., the schedule 
of export duties], is modified as follows :— 




















Number | 
in | Articles. Rate of Export 
Customs | Duty. 
Tariff. | 
656 | Works of art and furniture, of a date 
quing. | earlier than 1830; works of 
| painters, sculptors, designers and 
| engravers, who have been dead 
' more than 20 years at the date of 
exportation—of a value of : 
Less than 100,000 franes .. 50°, ad valorem, 


plus a progressive 
duty of 4% per 
1,000 franes.* 


.. 100% ad valorem.* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 100,000 franes or more 


Article 3.—The /rovisions of the present Decree are appli- 
cable to Algeria. 





*Works which are proved by the exporter to have been 
imported from abroad and properly declared in the Customs 
on or after the date of coming into force of the present 
Decree, are exempt from these export duties. 


GERMANY. 


EXPORT CONTROL REGULATIONS. 


A Proclamation, dated 27th April and published in the 
“Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ of 29th April, notifies that §7 
to §14 of the Export Control Regulations of 8th April, 1920, 
are to take effect as from 10th May, instead of Ist May, the 
date originally fixed (see page 591 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’ for 29th April.) 


§10 of the Export Regulations referred to above provides 
that, for the purpose of computing the ad valorem charges 
levied in respect of goods exported under licence (see the 
notice at page 63 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 6th 
May), if the goods are priced in foreign currency, the value 
is to be calculated in German currency converted at the rate 
of exchange to be fixed by Ministerial Order. In order to 
give effect to this clause, a Proclamation, dated 28th April, 
provides as follows :— 

(1) For the purpose of calculating the amount of the 
export charge in cases where goods are priced in foreign 
currency, the value of the goods is to be converted into 
Germany currency at the average rate of exchange, as 
announced by the Reichsbank, on the first and third 
Friday of each month, calculated on the basis of the Berlin 
daily rate of exchange for the last two or three weeks, 
and a deduction of 15 per cent. made from the value thus 
obtained. The resulting amount in marks, in round 
figures, will be taken as the basis for calculating the export 
charge. 

(2) In cases where the exchange is not quoted, the value 
of the goods is to be converted at the rate of exchange 
which has most recently been paid on the open market, 
according to information to be obtained at the ‘‘Devisen”’ 
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section of the Reichsbank at Berlin by the Office » 
trusted with the calculation of the charge, and after , 
deduction of 15 per cent., is to be suitably rounded off and 
taken as the basis for the calculation of the charge, 

(3) The Reichskommissar for Export and Ip n 
Licences will communicate to the Offices charged with 4, 
calculation of the export charge the conversion rate jy 
round figures ascertained according to para. (1). Phy 
conversion rate remains in force until the publication ¢ 
a vevised rate, 








PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON A Gopp 
BASIS. 


The *‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger”’ of 27th April contains, 
Proclamation of 24th April, which fixes at 900 per cent, fy 
the month of May the surtax or ‘‘agio’’? which is leyjah} 
under the Law of 21st July, 1919, when German Custom 
duties are paid in paper money. 

[NotE.—This is the same rate as was in force in April 
(See page 529 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal’ for 15th 
April last.)] 


] 


a ———— 





AMENDMENTS TO THE ‘** EXPORT FRER 
, LIST.”’ 

As a result of the issue in the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’ 
of 22nd April of a Proclamation dated 17th April, 19% 
the following deletion should be made from the ‘‘Export Free 
List’’ (1.e., list of goods which can be exported from Germany 
without export licence) which was published at pages 526) 
of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ of 29th April :— 
ex 771 Gold leaf, beaten by hand, alloyed (so-called 

book gold) in the form of books. 








GERMANY (Occupied Territory.) 
IMPORT AND EXPORT CONTROL. 


With reference to the notice at pages 591-592 of the “Board 
of Trade Journal’’ for 29th April, respecting the control of 
imports into and exports from the Occupied Territory, the 
British Commercial Commissioner at Cologne reports by 
telegraph that he is informed by the Cologne Delegate of 
the Reichskommissar for Import and Export that details 
of all running contracts concluded before 27th March for 
goods to be imported into Occupied Germany, and before 6th 
March for goods to be exported therefrom, may be submitted 
not later than 30th May to the Delegate in connection with 
applications for import or export licence as the case may be, 
in respect of the goods covered by such running contracts. 
The necessary details of the contracts are to be supplemented 
by a statement from a Notary, Chartered Accountant, 
Chamber of Commerce or Association of Cologne Merchants, 
showing the quantity and value of the goods already 
imported into or exported from the Occupied Territory by 
way of fulfilment of the particular contract concerned. 


GREECE. 


OF ORIGIN 
GOODS. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading on 
page 50U of the “Board of Trade Journal’’ for 8th April, 
the Board of Trade understand that the Greek authorities 
have not laid down any special form of certificate to be used 
by Chambers of Commerce or other bodies when certifying 
the origin of goods imported into Greece. It may be men- 
tioned in this connection that the provisions of the Circular 
which formed thé subject of the above-mentioned notice were 
to come into force on 9th March, but that the Greek 
authorities consented to suspend their operation for two 
months. 

In connection with the requirement of certificates of 
origin for goods imported into Greece from countries entitled 
to the ‘‘ Conventional ’’ rates of duty of the Green Customs 
Tariff, it has been ascertained that the reduced rates of 
Greek import duty provided by the old Greek Conventions 
with Germany and Turkey (e.g., on various iron and steel 
wares, machines and machine parts, knives, mineral colours, 
pottery and chinaware, pianos, woollen yarns, cotton 
woollen passementerie, ribbons, etc.) still apply to goods 0 
the kinds concerned imported into Greece from Great 
Britain. The Greek Government, however, reserves the right 
to modify these rates at any moment (the Treaties under 
which they are fixed being no longer binding), and have, ™ 
fact. already done so in certain cases under the Bill recently 
introduced into the Greek Chamber (see the notice in the 
“Board of Trade Journal’ for 25th March, pages 443-4). 
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jt is further understood that in the case of articles finished 
or manufactured in the United Kingdom from goods or 
materials produced in countries which are not entitled to 
the Greek ‘‘Conventional”’ Tariff rates, the articles in 
question are nevertheless entitled to the ‘‘Conventional’’ 
rates. (The most important countries not entitled to the 
«Conventional ’’ Tariff in Greece are: Germany, Austria, 
Turkey, Bulgaria, Argentina, Russia, and Czecho-Slovakia). 


IfALY. 


REDUCED CUSTOMS DUTY ON FUEL 
MINERAL OILS. 

The ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ (Rome) for 3rd May contains 
a Royal Decree, dated 8th April, which provides for the 
addition of the following Note to No. 11 of the Italian 
Customs Tariff : — 

Crude mineral oils and residues from the distillation of 
such oils, when destined to be used exclusively and directly 
for fuel, are subject to duty, on importation into Italy, at 
the rate of 50 centesimi per 100 kilogs. 

The Minister of Finance is to specify, by Decree, tlie 
characteristics which such products must possess in order 
to be considered as destined for use as fuel, and the appli- 
cation of this reduced duty may be made subject to the 
observance of special conditions intended to prevent such 
products being used for other than fuel purposes. 


PORTUGAL AND PORIUGUESE 
COLONIES. 


MEASURES AFFECTING 
EXPORT, ETC. 
The ‘Diario de Govérno”’ for 9th April contains a Decree 
of the same date (No. 6523), which provides that certain 
specified quantities of sugar of the current year’s crop must 
be exported to Portugal by the growers of cane sugar in 
the Provinces of Mocambique and Angola, and fixes the 
prices at which it is to be sold in that country. The 
refineries are required to sell the sugar produced by them 
at the values and in the quantities determined by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. he amounts of sugar of the 
current year’s crop (apart from the quantities to be sent 
to Portugal under the special price and other conditions 
fixed). which may be exported from Mogambique and 
Angola are to be regulated according to the amount of 
sugar harvested in each Province, and it is provided that 
in the case of Mocambique such quantity must not exceed 
the amount which was authorised in 1919. 
The Decree contains various other provisions affecting the 
manufacture and production of sugar in Portugal and 
the Portuguese colonies affected. 


SPAIN. 


NEW AND REVISED TAXES. 

The Spanish Budget for the year 1920-1 was _ pub- 
lished in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid”’ for 30th April, and in the 
same issue of the ‘‘Gaceta’’ there also appeared two Laws 
(dated 29th April), providing for the revision of various taxes 
already existing in Spain, and establishing various new 
taxes. Notes as to the provisions of these two Laws are 
given below, and it will be observed that various provisions 
of the Spanish Government Bill presented to the Cortes 
towards the end of last year (see the notice at page 744 of 
the “Board of Trade Journal’’ for 11th December, 1919) 
have now been enacted as Law. 

One of the present Laws deals with the Spanish income 
tax, etc., and H.M. Minister at Madrid reports that the 
principal innovation affecting British interests established 
in Spain is that a tax of 1 per mille on total capital, and 
2 per mille on capital employed in Spain, is to be paid by 
foreign banks established in Spain. 

The following paragraphs give an indication of the scope 
and nature of the principal provisions of the second Law :— 

Arts. 1 to 3 relate to industrial and commercial taxes, 
estate duties and taxes on the transfer of property, and the 
tax on titles. 

MopIFICATION OF THE TRANSPORT Tax. 

The Transport Tax (Impuesto del transportes), which is 
collected hy Custom Houses on goods imported and exported 
and conveyed coastwise, as well as in respect of travellers 
entering Spain, is amended, and is to be levied in accord- 

"The text (in Spanish) of the present Laws may be seen 
Y persons interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 
39, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 














SUGAR 











--continued. 
ance with the Schedule contained in the Law. The exemp. 
tion from this tax, which is at present enjoyed by certain 
classes of goods is cancelled except in the special cases 
covered by Article 18 of the Spanish Shipping Law of i4th 
June, 1909. In the Canaries the tax is to be levied at half 
the rate applicable in Spain and the Balearic Islands, and 
provision is made for the ultimate application of similar 
rates in Spanish North African ports. (Article 4.) 
Tax on ALCOHOL AND BEER. 
The manufacturing tax on alcohol and spirits is increased 
to the following rates (Articles 5 and 6):— 





Pesetas per 

hectolitre of 

liquid. 
Spirits and alcohol of wine (that is, those obtained 
from wine, wine lees, and other residues from the 
manufacture of wine; those obtained from cider 
and from figs; and spirits obtained in special 
factories by direct distillation of honey and 


molasses or sugar cane, not exceeding 75 
I = aiiiess cacsstainitedbniahaciaiicidavsindiiignats 70 
Se ne Se I ii. cdeiistescdisesincsndd:-sccees 100 
LNotr.—If these spirits and alcohols are produced 
by the distillation of imported foreign cereals, an 
extra charge of 1 peseta per hectolitre is levied. | 
Denatured alcohol ............... <sennaenniaenneveneuiesediions 2U 


A new scale is given (Article 7) of the taxes (patentes) to 
be paid by factories for making compound spirits and 
liqueurs, 

Imported products which, under the terms of the Spanish 
Customs Tariff, have to pay the alcohol tax in addition to 
the import duty, are to pay the tax at the rate of 70 
centimos for each litre of alcohol which they contain. In the 
case of compound spirits and liqueurs imported in bottles or 
flasks, special stamps shall be affixed of equal value to those 
fixed to Spanish products. (Article 8.) 

Art. 9 deals with the rebates to which exporters of 
alcoholic products are entitled. 

The internal consumption tax on native and foreign beer 
(established by the Law of 2nd March, 1917) is in- 
creased to 10 pesetas per hectolitre of liquid, as from the 
day following the publication of the Law in the ‘‘Gaceta de 
Madrid.’’ (Article 11.) 

If the proceeds of the tax on alcohol (not including beer) 
in any quarter does not reach four million pesetas, and if 
at the same time the price of ordinary wine of more than 
lO degrees in Spanish markets is less than 12 pesetas per 
hectolitre, the Minister of Finance is authorised to reduce 
the duties. (Article 12.) 


Tax on Roan, Rattway anp River TRANSPORT. 

Article 13 amends, as from Ist April, 1920, existing regu- 
lations respecting the tax on transport by land and river. 
(licence fees, etc.) 

Stamp Taxes. 

In Article 14 various modifications are made, as from Ist 
April, 1920, in the Stamp Tax Law. Internal postage, tele- 
graph, and telephone rates are increased, and the fees levied 
on account of the possession of fire and other arms, horses, 
cattle, etc., are revised, as are also the taxes on cheques, 
etc. The stamp duty on Spanish or foreign goods put up in 
bottles, packets, etc., and bearing special marks, labels, 
wrappers, etc., is amended. 

The Ministry of Finance has, within six months, to pre- 
pare a new edition to the Stamp Tax Law, including the 
various modifications now made. 


TonNAGE Tax. 

Under Article 1 of the Spanish Shipping Law of l4th 
June, 1909, Spanish and foreign steamers, whether passenger 
or cargo, engaged in high seas navigation and proceeding 
from European ports or from the Mediterranean ports of 
Asia or Africa, pay, at the first Spanish or Balearic ports 
at which trading transactions are effected, a tax of 75 
pesetas per net register ton. This tax is reduced to 50 
pesetas where the business does not exceed one-half of the 
net register tonnage, this reduced duty, however, being 
increased to 75 pesetas if further business is transacted at 
other ports, bringing tht total up to one-half the tonnage. 
Vessels may compound the tax for one year by paying two 
pesetas per net register ton instead of paying the tax each 
time it becomes due. Vessels loading fresh fruits are 
exempted from the tax. 

Under Article 15 of the present Law this tonnage tax is 
doubled, but it is provided that, in cases where vessels have 
compounded, the increased tax is not to come into operation 
until the 12 months’ period covered by the compounding tax 
has expired. The Government is authorised, so long as 
Spanish tonnage is not sufficient to meet the needs of 
Spanish maritime traffic, to reduce this 100 per cent, surtax 
to a surtax of 50 per cent. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 
ManvFacTtuRIne Tax on Cuicory. 

The tax of 100 pesetas per 100 kilogrammes at present 
imposed on the manufacture in Spain and the Balearic 
Islands of roasted and ground chicory and other substitutes 
for coffee or tea, is increased, by Article 16 of the Law, as 
from the day following the publication of the Law, by an 
amount equal to the duty paid on coffee imported from 
Fernando Po (i.e., 105 pesetas per 100 kilogs). 

[Imported products do not appear to be subject to this 
manufacturing tax.] 


The Government is authorised to fix the date on which 
the provisions of the Law are to come into force. (The date 
of coming into operation of some of the provisions are, it 
will be observed, Jaid down in the Law itself.) 


SWITZERLAND. 


GENERAL EXPORT LICENCE. 


A Decision of the Swiss Federal Department of Public 
Economy, dated 30th March, and effective as from 15th April, 
authorises, under a General Export Licence (revocable at 
any time), the exportation of the following goods from 
Switzerland without the requirement of an individual permit 
in each case : — 

No. in Swiss 

Customs Tariff. Articles. 

473 Gassed woollen stuffs for embroidery. 

479—480 Coverings (bed covers and table covers, etc.), 

with borders, with or without needlework or 

trimming, even with fringes made in weav- 
ing or merely knotted. 

Manufactures of felt, without needlework, 
other than hat shapes; _ unbleached, 
bleached, dyed or printed. 

Shirts, shirt collars, fronts, cuffs, etc., and 
other underclothing (except knitted goods 
and hosiery) of cotton, linen, ramie, etc. 

Clothing of cotton, linen, ramie, etc., for 
men, boys, women, or girls. 

862 Aluminium, pure, in lumps, ingots, cast slabs, 

bars and scrap. 


TURKEY. 
EXPORT OF OLIVE OIL. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Constantinople reports, by 
telegraph, that the export of olive oil from the vilayet of 
Aidin is now permitted in so far as such oil is not required 
for local consumption or the local soap factories. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


ANTI-DUMPING PILL AMENDED. 


With reference to the notice at pages 206-7 of the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal”’ for 5th February which gave particulars 
of an Anti-Dumping Bill (H.R.10918) as passed by the 
House of Representatives and referred to the Senate, the 
Board of Trade are now in receipt of copy of the report of 
the Senate Committee on Finance which examined the Bill. 
The Committee recommend that the Bill be amended by 
striking out the whole of the Bill after the enacting clause 
and substituting the following :— 

That when used in this act— 

The word “person” shall include individuals, partnerships, 
corporations, and associations ; 

The term “purchase price” shall mean the price or amount 
paid or to be paid for purchased merchandise as packed ready 
for shipment to the United States; 

he term “selling price ” shall mean the price or amount paid 
or to be paid by the person to whom imported merchandise 
obtained otherwise than by purchase shall be sold in the United 
States, not including duties, commissions, or any expenses sub- 
sequent, to shipment of the merchandise to the United States; 

The term “purchased merchandise” shall apply to imported 
merchandise, dutiable or free, when the price or amount. to be 
paid therefore by a person in the United States to a person in a 
foreign country or to his agent or representative in the United 
States has been fixed or agreed vpon at the time of or prior 
to the exportation of the merchandise, whether the merchandise 
is shipped directly to the purchaser or to an agent of the seller 
or to the seller’s branch house in the United States for delivery ; 

The phrase “otherwise than by purchase” shall apply to im- 
ported merchandise, dutiable or free, shipped from a foreign 
country to the United States without a price or consideration paid 
or to be paid by a person in the United States to a person in 
a foreign country or to his agent or representative in the United 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





States having been fixed or agreed upon at the time of or prig 
to the exportation of the merchandise ; 

The term ‘United States” shall mean the United States ay 
any territory or place subject to the jurisdiction thereof ex 
the Philippine Islands, the islands of Guam and Tutuila, the 
Virgin Islands, and the Isthmian Canal Zone. 

Section 2.—That whenever the purchase price of imported me. 
chandise, dutiable or free, of a kind or class made or produc 
in the United States shall be less than the actual market val, 
thereof as defined in section 5 of an act entitled “An act j 
reduce tariff duties and to provide revenue for the Governmey, 
and for other purposes,” approved October 5, 1915; or, if then 
be no such actual market value, whenever the purchase price oj 
said merchandise shall be less than the price at the time of «&. 
portation for which such merchandise shall be sold for exports. 
tion to a country other than the United States; or in cay 
there is neither said actual market value nor said price fg 
exportation ; or in case said value or price cannot be ascertainej 
to the satisfaction of the appraising officer, whenever the 
chase price of said merchandise shall be less than the cost of 
production, as prescribed in paragraph L of section 3 of gaiq 
act of October 5, 1913, there shall be levied, collected, and paid 
in addition to the duties, if any, otherwise provided by law o 
such imported merchandise a special or dumping duty in the 
amount of the difference between the purchase price and gaid 
actual market value, or between the purchase price and said 
price for exportation to a country other than the United States, 
or between the purchase price and said cost of production, ag the 
case may be: Provided, that such special or dumping duty shall 
not apply to any advance in said actual market value or in said 
price for exportation, as the case may be, between the time of 
purchase and the time of exportation of the merchandise. 

Section 3.—That whenever the selling price of imported mer 
chandise, dutiable or free, of a kind or class made or produced 
in the United States shall be less than the actual market value 
as defined in said section of said act of October 3, 1913, or if 
there be no such actual market value, whenever the selling price 
of said merchandise shall be less than the price at the time of 
exportation for which such merchandise shall be sold for exporta. 
tion to a country other than the United States, or in case there is 
neither said actual market value nor said price for exportation, 
or said value or price cannot be ascertained to the satisfaction 
of the appraising officer, whenever the selling price of said mer 
chandise shall be less than the cost of production, as prescribed 
in paragraph L of section 3 of said act of October 3, 1913, then 
shall be levied, collected, and paid, in addition to the duties, if 
any, otherwise provided by law on such imported merchandise, 
a special or dumping duty in the amount of the difference between 
the selling price and said actual market value, or between the 
selling price and said price for exportation to a country other 
than the United States, or between the selling price and said cost 
of production, as the case may be. 1s 

Section 4.—That if any person selling, shipping, consigning, 
or manufacturing merchandise exported to the United States shall 
fail or refuse to submit to the inspection of a duly accredited 
investigating officer of the United States, when so requested to 
do, any or all of his books, records, or accounts pertaining to the 
value or classification of such merchandise, then the Secretary 
wf the Treasury is hereby empowered and directed. while such 
failure or refusal continues. to refuse entry into the United States 
of any goods, wares, or merchandise, sold, shipped, consigned, or 
manufactured by such person. 

Section 5.—That any person who shall by rebate or concession, 
or bv any other means, directly or indirectly, effect a reduction 
or diminution of the purchase price, or of the selling price, 
whereby the purchase price or the selling price of imported 
merchandise, dutiable or free. covered by this act shall be les 
than the actual market value, or the price for exportation, or the 
cost of production, as the case may be; and any person impott- 
ing said merchandise. or to whom said merchandise shall be cot 
signed, who shall fail or refuse to submit to the inspection of 4 
duly accredited ‘investigating officer of the United States, when s0 
requested to do. any or all of his books, records, or accounts 
pertaining to said merchandise. shall upon conviction be fined for 
each offence a sum not exceeding $5.000, or be imprisoned for 4 
time not exceeding two years, or both, in the discretion of the 
court. 


-_ 
_ 


Commercial Treaties and Arrangements. 


HUNGARY—SWITZERLAND. 


EXTENSION OF COMMERCIAL TREATY 
OF 1906. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information through 
the Foreign Office to the effect that the Commercial Treaty 
concluded between Hungary and Switzerland in 1906, which 
was to have terminated on 6th March last, has been 
extended until 6th June next. It appears that the Treaty 
is to continue in force thereafter subject to a month's 
notice of termination, which may be given by either of the 
contracting parties. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
_British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
rsons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In vie of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Sasriment of except where otherwise 
stated. 








BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

CANVAS.—Tenders are invited by the Corporation of Trinity 
sued for the supply of canvas required for the year ending 3lst 
March, 

Forms of tender with all necessary information may be obtained 
at Trinity House, Tower Hill, London, E.C.3, between the hours 
of 10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, must be addressed to the 
Secretary and delivered at Trinity House, as above, not lares 
than 10 a.m. on 20th May, 1920. 








AUSTRALIA. 


ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in Australia reports that a firm of electrical apparatus manu- 
facturers in Melbourne wish to get into touch with United 
Kingdom firms who are in a position to supply the following. 
which are required for direct current motors from 4 to 5 h.p., and 
for alternating current motors up to 10 h.p. :—Core stampings for 
armatures, fieid magnets, stators and rotors; and commutators. 

Full particulars are reauired of diameters, number, and size 
of slots, and thickness, and full size illustrations or sample stamp- 
ings would also be of service. (Reference No. 679. 

COTTON DRESS GOODS.—A well-known manufacturers’ 
representatve in Melbourne, who has a full knowledge of the 
textile trade in Australia, is desirous uf obtaining agencies, on a 
commission basis, for cotton dress goods, for the whole of the 
Commonwealth. The agent in question has represented several! 
British soft goods manufacturers for many years, and has ex- 
cellent connections amongst leading wholesale houses, etc., 
throughout, Australia. e is regarded as a most energetic 
representative of the highest standing, has good sub-agents in 
each State Capital and regularly visits the principal cities him- 
self. He is also prepared to purchase suitable stock outright and 
pay cash in London. (Reference No. .) 

JEWELLERY, ELECTRO PLATE, ETC.—An Australian 
business man, with 20 years’ experience of the jewellery and 
plate trade, is at present visiting the United Kingdom, with a 
view to securing the Australian agencies of British manufacturers 
of all lines connected with wholesale jewellery and plate, especially 
general E.P. and silver goods. spoons, forks and cutlery, fancy 
jewellery, good rolled gold jewellery, watches, fancy leather 
goods, etc. (Reference No. 681.) 

HARDWARE, MOTOR ACCESSORIES, ETC.—A Melbourne 
firm of agents and importers wish to secure additional agencies 
for hardware, cutlery, lock sets and general builders’ hardware, 
aluminium household goods and enamelled-ware, motor accessories 
and fittings, including body fittings. A representative of the 
firm is expected to visit the United Kingdom shortly, and is 
prepared to interview firms interested upon his arrival. (Refer- 
ence No. 682.) 

SOFT FURNISHINGS.—A Melbourne house, engaged in the 
furnishing trade, are desirous of securing agencies for soft fur- 
nishings, including cretonnes, tapestries, etc.. chair webbing. 
bandings, tassels and cord, and cabinet hardware. A member of 
the firm will probably arrive in the United Kingdom in the 
near future, and is prepared to discuss the question of their 
representation with manufacturers interested. (Reference No. 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 

Department of Overseas Trade. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE INSTRUMENTS, ETC. 
—H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia has forwarded copies 
of the schedule, special conditions, and tender form in connection 
with a call for tenders by the Postmaster-General’s Department, 
Perth, for the supply and delivery of various instruments, tele- 
graph and telephone, and parts. (Schedule No. W.A. 680.) 

Sealed tenders may be inspected at the offices of the Con- 
troller of Stores, Perth and Sydney, and the General Post. Offices, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, and Hobart. | Commonwealth, 
sealed patterns are also on view at the Office of the High 
Commissioner in London for the Commonwealth of Australia, 
Australia House, Strand, W.C.2. 

Sealed tenders will be received by the Deputy Postmaster- 
General, Perth, W.A., up to 3 p.m. on 16th June. A deposit 
of 2 per cent. on the first £500, and 1 per cent. on the amount 
— that sum (minimum deposit £2) must accompany each 
ender. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





The above-mentioned copies of the schedule, etc,, may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Department of Overseas. 
Trade, (Room 59), 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 3.W.1, 
and at the Enquiry Office, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation therefore, will be of use only 
to firm having agents in the Commonwealth, who can be in- 
structed by cable. 





CANADA. : 

CUTLERY, GLASSWARE, CROCKERY, DRY GOODS, 
ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal desire to- 
represent United Kingdom suppliers of cutlery, glassware, 
crockery, general dry goods, and smallwares, on a commission,. 
sales or consignment basis, for the Provinces of Quebec and 
Ontario. One trip a year to the Western Provinces. (Reter- 
ence No. : 

HARDWARE.—A manufacturers’ agent and broker in Van-. 
couver desires to represent United Kingdom suppliers of heavy 
and light hardware, particularly hardware specialities, on @ 
commission basis, for the Province of British Columbia. (Refer- 
ence No. ; 

CARPETS AND LINOLEUM.—A firm of manufacturers’ 
agents in Winnipeg desire to represent United Kingdom suppliers 
of carpets and linoleum, on a commission basis, for Western 
Canada (Fort William, Ontario, to Victoria, B.C.). (Reference: 
No. 686. 

ROPE WIRE.—A well established Toronto firm desire to 
receive quotations from United Kingdom makers of steel rope 
wire. The company are making their purchases in the United 
States, but prefer to buy in the United Kingdom. (Reference: 
No. 687. 

DENTAL SUPPLIES, DRUGS AND CHEMICALS, AND 
HIDES.—An agent in Quebec desires to represent United King- 
dom suppliers of dental supplies, instruments and equipment, and 
drugs and chemicals, on a commission, sales or consignment basis, 
for the whole of Canada. The applicant is also desirous of making: 
a connection with London dealers of hides, more especially 
Singapore elk and other Indian hides. (Reference No. 688 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 
The following enquiries have been received at the Canadiam 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 


may be obtained :— 
MARKETS SOUGHT. 

PEARL BUTTONS.—A Canadian company manufacturing 
pearl buttons wish to hear from United Kingdom buyers. 

MOTOR LORRIES.—A company in Ontario, who are manu- 
facturing motor lorries of various kinds, are both desirous and 
able to develop export trade and invite enquiries. They are 
prepared to consider the appointment, of selling agents in the 
United Kingdom. 





i 





NEW ZEALAND. 
ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
NEW ZEALAND. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for New Zealand, New Zealand Government 
Offices, 415, Strand, London, W.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

TUMBLERS, GLASSWARE, ETC.—A New Zealand firm 
representing British manufacturers (with a representative at 
present in England) desires to be placed in touch with manufac- 
turers of tumblers, glassware, etc. The firm possess a thorough 
knowledge of the glass trade, and the representative is pre- 
pared to call on manufacturers who wish to secure his services. 

Replies should be addressed to P.D. 12, Office of the High Com- 
missioner for New Zealand, at the above address. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

STATIONERY, LINOLEUM, TAPESTRY, ETC.—A South 
African business man, at present in this country, desires to 
secure agencies, for South Africa, for United Kingdom firms, 
particularly in the following lines :—Stationery, paper (news, 
wrappings, etc.), linoleum, grain bags (new), agricultura] imple- 
ments, confectionery, leather for furniture, tapestry, etc. (Refer- 
ence No. 689.) 

Applications for names and addresses myst be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


EUROPE. 








BELGIUM. | 

HOSIERY AND HABERDASHERY.—An_ enquirer in 
Brussels desires to secure an agency, on commission, for the whole 
of Belgium, for Unite? Kingdom firms wishing to export hosiery 
and haberdashery. (Reference No. 690.) 

ALIMENTARY PRODUCTS.—An enquirer at Liége desires an 
agency, with depot, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
alimentary products. (Reference No. 691.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





GERMANY. 

COLONIAL AND NEAR EAST PRODUCE.—<A British sub- 
ject, established at Hamburg, desires to act as agent for 
British firms for Colonial and Near East produce, such as dried 
fruits, tanning materials, tobacco, olive oil. References given. 
(Reference No. 692.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


eee 





GREECE. 


TEXTILES, CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRO- 
DUCTS, COLONIAL PRODUCTS, ETC.—A general commis- 
sion agent, established in Salonica, desires to get into touch with 
British exporters of cotton, woollen, and silk textiles, hosiery, 
chemical and pharmaceutical products, Colonial products, soap, 
candles, and provisions. (Reference No. 693.) 

TYPEWRITERS, STATIONERY AND OFFICE RE- 
QUISITES.—A general agent, established in Athens, desires 
to get into touch with British manufacturers of typewriters, 
stationery, and office requisites. (Reference No. 694.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ITALY. 


WOOLLEN GOODS; AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL PRO- 
DUCTS.—An Italian firm, established in Genoa, desire agencies, 
for the whole of Italy, for British manufacturers of woollen 
goods and agricultural chemical products. Correspondence in 
English and Italian. (Reference No. 695.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








NETHERLANDS. 


IRON AND STEEL MATERIAL, ETC.—A firm in Groningen 
have intimated that they are desirous of entering into communi- 
cation with United Kingdom firms who are in a position to 
offer reasonable delivery of rolling mill products, including thin 
sheets and sections, and also of smiths’ anvils. (Reference No. 
696 


ANTI-FRICTION METAL, IRON AND STEEL SHEETING, 
AND ELECTRICAL MATERIAL.—A British South African, 
recently established in Amsterdam, desires to obtain the repre- 
sentation, for Holland, of British manufacturers of anti-friction 
metals, iron and steel sheeting for shipbuilding purposes. The 
applicant also desires an agency for British manufacturers of 
electrical material. (Reference No. 697. 

H.M. Consul-General at Rotterdam reports the receipt of the 
following enquiry :— 

CARPETS, RUGS, LINOLEUM AND GENERAL HOSIERY. 
—A firm of wholesale commission agents at Amsterdam desire 
to obtain an agency for Holland for British manufacturers of 
carpets, rugs, linoleum, textiles (for export to Java), woollen 
piece-goods, silk neckwear, knitted garments, shirts and pyjamas. 
(Reference No. 698.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS. 

CONSTRUCTION OF DAMS.—The Commercial Secretary to 
H.\M. Legation at the Hague reports that a notice published in 
the “ Staatscourant,’’ of the 8th May, by the Zuiderzee Raad, 
states that tenders will be invited on 2nd June for the con- 
struction of dams on the Amsteldiep from the shore of North 
Holland to the island of Wieringen, in addition to other works 
ir. connection therewith, the total estimate for which is about 
700,000 florins. 

Interested firms are invited to apply to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, §.W.1, for 
further particulars. 








ROUMANIA. 


CONSTRUCTION OF BRIDGES IN THE BUCOVINA.—The 
Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Bucharest reports 
that according to an official publication of the Roumanian Rail- 
road Administration, there are 102 bridges in the Bucovina 
requiring permanent, repairs. 

These bridges have been temporarily put in order by the use 
of wooden baulks and beams. 

It is stated that the particulars necessary to contractors desir- 
ing to enter into negotiations on the subject are available at the 
Direction of Bridges (Direction de Poduri Metalic) at the office 
of the Direction Generale des Chemins de Fer Roumains, 
Bucharest. The Head of that Department is Mr. Engineer C. 
Raileanu, and any representatives of British contractors visiting 
Bucharest expressing interest in these contracts would be put in 
touch with him by the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation. 





SWEDEN. 

MACHINE BELTINGS.—A firm in Gothenburg desire to 
obtain agencies for British firms manufacturing machine be!tings. 
(Reference No. 699.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued 





SWITZERLAND. 

_YARNS (MERCERISED AND GREY).—An agent, estab, 
lished at Altstatten, St. Gall, reported to possess a good knoy. 
ledge of the yarn and embroidery trades and to be well COn- 
nected among buyers in the embroidery districts, desires { 
obtain the representation of Lancashire manufacturers of gre 
and mercerised yarns in addition to similar agencies already held 
(Reference No. 700. 

OILCLOTHS, HESSIANS, LININGS, CURTAINS. AND 
METALS.—A well recommended firm of merchants, established 
at Zurich, desire to represent, in Switzerland, British manufac. 
turers of oilcloths, hessians, linings, curtains, and also of metals 
The firm also desire to secure the representation of similar British 
firms in Italy and Spain. (Reference No. 701.) 

The Acting British Consul at Geneva reports the receipt of 
the following inquiry :— 
_ TOILET SOAP.—A firm of perfumery manufacturers, estab. 
lished at, Meyrin, near Geneva, desire to represent, on a com. 
mission basis, a British manufacturer of toilet soap. (Reference 
No. 702.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. : 


AFRICA. 











ALGERIA. 

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY ; CHEMICAL MANURES. 
ETC.—One of the largest agricultural machinery and chemical 
manure businesses in Algeria desire commercial relations with 
British firms. The firm will take up a wholesale or retail 
agency, for the whole of Algeria, for firms dealing in machinery 
and preparations for agriculture, and in particular for vine 
growing and wine-making. Correspondence’ in English and 
French, the latter preferred. (Reference No. 703.) 

METALS.—A commission agent in Algiers desires agencies, 
for the department of Algiers, fur the followmy gouds :—Black 
and galvanised sheets, tin, zinc, iron, and steel. (Reference 
No. 704.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





MOROCCO. 

TEXTILES, CANDLES, AND ELECTRO-PLATE.—A whole. 
sale merchant at Fez wishes to be put in touch with British 
exporters of cotton goods, cloths, silks, candles, and electro. 
plate. The applicant will deal on his own account or on com 
708) Correspondence in Arabic or French. (Reference No. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





TRIPOLI. 

TEXTILES.—A commission agent and general merchant in 
Tripoli desires to receive offers, with samples, from British 
manufacturers, desiring to open up business relations with that 
country, in the following goods :—Cotton piece-goods (white 
shirtings, grey calico, longcloth, cotton and linen handkerchiels, 
and printed cotton goods), hosiery (ladies’, women’s, men’s, and 
children’s hose and underwear), laces, and curtains. The ap- 
plicant will act as manufacturers’ agent or buyer on his own 
account. (Reference No. 706 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


LATIN AMERICA. 








BRAZIL. | 

TEXTILES.—H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro reports 
that a newly-founded Brazilian firm in that city is desirous of 
obtaining an exclusive agency for an important British manv- 
facturer of fine cotton cambrics, zephyr, and _ batistes, fine 
linen sheetings, and white and coloured handkerchiefs. (Refer- 
ence No. 707.) 

CEMENT, HARDWARE, TEXTILES, ETC.—H.M. Consal, 
Sao Paulo, reports that a Brazilian firm of general merchants 
in that city, dealing principally in cement, hardware, textile, 
and generai ieee sear. Tg are desirous of entering into commercial 
relations with firms in the United Kingdom. (Reference No. 


= 


708. 
WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE SYSTEM.—The Secte- 
tary of the British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo an 
Southern Brazil reports that the Municipal Authorities of the 
town of Santa Maria da Boccia do Monte, Rio Grande do Sul, 
have decided to install, as soon as possible, an up-to-date water 
supply and drainage system, and that it is understood they — 
welcome offers and proposals from British engineering and other 
firms interested in that class of work. 
Firms interested in the undertaking may have all the informa 
tion and details which are available on application to the Secre 
tarv, British Chamber of Commerce of Sio Paulo and Southern 
Brazil, Rue 15 de Novembro, No. 20 (Postal Address: Caixa 
Postal 1,621), Sao Paulo, Brazil. h 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


AMENDMENTS TO EXPORT PROHIBITED 
LIST. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that as 
from 13th May, 1920, the following have been removed from 
List ‘A’? of #rohibited Exports : — 

Pears, canned or bottled in water. 
Peaches, canned or bottled in water. 
ifeat, imported, fresh and frozen, of all kinds. 








POSTAL SECTION. 
LONDON-PALus AIR MAIL. 


The Postmaster-Generat gives notice that on and aiter 
Wednesday, the 1Zth instant, tae present 12.3U p.m. despatch 
of mails by air to Paris wi cease, and two despatches, at 
9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m., witli be established instead. On and 
from the same date postal packets (other than parcels) not 
intended tor express delivery will be admitted to the service 
as well as those tor which express delivery 1s required, Lhe 
rates of charge, in addition to the ordinary postage (e.g., 
Yd. tor the nrst ounce and 13d. for each succeeding ounce 
in the case of jietters) will be:— 

for air transmission without express delivery—2s. per 
ounce. 

For express delivery, if required—an additional fee of 
6d. per packet, irrespective of weight. 

Every postal packet intended for despatch by air must 
bear in the left-hand top corner of the cover the words ** Air 
Mail Express’ if express delivery is required, or ‘* Air 
Mail’ if express delivery is not required. ‘The appropriate 
fee must be prepaid in stamps affixed to the cover. 

9.30 a.M. DEespatTcH. 

This will benefit chiefly letters posted overnight, whether 
in London or in the Provinces, for Paris, which should reach 
the addresses in the early afternoon, if prepaid for express 
delivery, and in the afternoon or evening if not so prepaid. 

All postal packets for this despatch, whether for express 
delivery or not, should, if unregistered, be enclosed in an 
outer cover addressed to The Postmaster, Croydon. Both 
covers should be marked ‘‘ Air Mail’”’ or ‘ Air Mail Ex- 
press ’’ as the case may be; but the postuge stamps should 
be affixed to the INSIDE, not to the outside cover. The 
packets should be posted in the public letter boxes in the 
ordinary way—in the Provinces in good time for the night 
mails to London, in London before the latest night collec- 
tins (e.g., General Post Office, 12.25 a.m.; Head District 
Offices, about midnight; Sub-Districts, 10-11 p.m.) 

ltegistered postal packets must not be posted under cover, 
and can, for the present, be accepted only at the following 
offices, where special arrangements exist :— 

Croydon H.O. (up till 8.45 a.m. same day). 

London. 

General Post Office (9 p.m.). 

Threadneedle Street. 

Lombard Street. 

Western Central District Office. 

Western District Office. 

South Western District Office. 

Charing Cross. 

Parliament Street. 

Provinces. 

Birmingham Head Office. 

Liverpool Head Office (and Exchange, Corn Ex- 
change, Bold Street and Lime Street B.O.’s). 

Manchester Head Office. 

Sheffield Head Office. 

Leeds Head Office. 

Edinburgh Head Office (and George Street, Hope 
Street, Leith and Newington B.O.’s). 

Glasgow Head Office (and Charing Cross, Hope 
Street, Howard Street, and Waterloo Street 











B.O.’s). 
Cardiff Head Office (and Bute Docks and Barry 
B.O.’s). 


Bristol Head Office. 
Coventry Head Office. 
4.30 p.m. DESPATCH. 

This will benefit chiefly letters from London for Paris, and 
for places beyond Paris. Letters for express delivery may 
be delivered in Paris the same night, and others by first post 
next morning, as compared with delivery on the following 
afternoon if sent by the ordinary Mail Service. Letters for 
places beyond Paris, for Switzerland, Italy, Spain, and 
Portugal, ete., should obtain from 12-24 hours’ acceleration. 


| GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—contonued. 


| 








IN LONDON and CROYDON packets, if handed in, may 
be accepted up till the following latest times : — 


tnregistered. Registered. 
General Post Office ......... 3 p.m. 2.55 p.m. 
Threadneedle Stre.t  ...... 2.45 p.m. 2.40 p.m. 
Lombard Street ............ 2.45 p.m. 2.40 p.m. 
Parliament Street. ......... 3.15 p.m. 3.10 p.m. 
a 3.15 p.m. 3.10 p.m. 
MEI | Sci bieisnetiiactbos 3.10 p.m. 3. 3 p.m. 
WES. 4eesssnsidbncwaevedueniin’ 2.45 p.m. 2.40 p.m. 
on a 3.10 p.m. 3. 5 p.m. 
NED ebiestainitadions anit 3.00 p.m. 3.45 p.m. 


ftegistered packets cannot, for the present, be accepted at 
any Other Offices in London; but unregistered packets may 
be posted under cover to the Postmaster, Croydon, in the 
same way as tor the 9.30 a.m. despatch, in time for the 
latest appropriate collection, e.g., at the General Post Office 
and South Kastern District Office, 12.30 p.m.; Eastern Cen- 
tral District and District Head Offices, about 11 a.m.; Sub- 
Districts, about 8.30 a.m.; in the South Eastern District, 
about 10.30 a.m. 

It is hoped to arrange shortly for later postings in special 
boxes at those Branch Offices in the Eastern Central District 
from which direct Air Mail despatches are not already made ; 
and a further announcement on this subject will be issued 
in due course. 

IN THE PROVINCES letters posted the same day will 
not connect with the 4.30 p.m. despatch, unless forwarded by 
train due at the London terminus by midday, or at Croydon 
Station by 2.30 p.m. Information as to the latest time of 
posting should be sought from the local Post Office. Regis- 
tered letters will, for the present, be accepted only at the 
Offices already named in connection with the 9.30 a.m. air 
despatch ; but unregistered letters may be posted under cover 
in the same manner as for that despatch. 

LETTERS, ETC., FOR INDIA, EG@ypt, e£TC¢. 

The 9.30 a.m. Air Despatch on Fridays will normally con- 
nect with the Mail despatched from London the previous 
evening for Egypt, Aden and East Africa, India, Ceylon, 
Straits Settlements, Hongkong, and, in certain weeks, 
Australia. 





MAILS DESTROYED. 

The Postmaster-General gives notice that letters for 
Serbia, Bulgaria, and Turkey (except Palestine, Syria, and 
Mesopotamia) which reached the General Post Office, 
London, between 6 p.m. on 29th March and 6 p.m. on 30th 
March have been destroyed by fire on the railway during 
transit on the Continent. No parcel mails were involved. 


FOOD SECTION. 
CONTROL OF FISH. 


The Food Controller has given careful consideration to the 
question of the retention of maximum prices for fish. These 
prices were imposed last November, and in January this 
year they were revised with the object of providing sufficient 
margin to cover increased cost of labour, coal, and trans- 
port, and of giving an inducement to the fishermen to main- 
tain an adequate supply of fish during the period of stormy 
weather. 

The present situation is as follows:— 

The number of trawlers at work kas increased, and appears 
still to be increasing. It is estimated that in this respect 
the fishing industry is already working to a greater extent 
than was the case on the outbreak of war, and there are 
reasonable prospects of further development. For example, 
a considerable number of steam trawlers built for Admiralty 
purposes have already been adapted for fishing, and more 
will soon become available. During-the war most of the 
principal fishing grounds were, for all practical purposes, 
preserved. The estimate of increased catches on this account 
alone, has been fully justified, and the landings at the ports 
during the last two months have been considerably in excess 
of pre-war figures. Supplies at Billingsgate for the same 
period have shown an average increase of approximately 
50 per cent. over those in 1913-1914. 

For a considerable time, landed prices, apart from the 
prices on occasional days when bad weather created a purely 
temporary shortage, have been well below the maximum 
prices in force for all except three or four special varieties 
of fish. Under these circumstances, the Food Controller has 
informed himself as to the views of the trade generally and 
of the Consumers’ Council, and after considering their repre- 
sentations decided that it is now possible to suspend the 
operation of the current Fish Prices Order, and he has issued 
a General Licence permitting all varieties of fish to be sold 
and bought without restriction as to price en and after 
17th May. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


HAY (RETURNS) ORDER, 1919, REVOKED. 


The Board of Trade have revoked the Hay (Returns) 
Order, 1919, made by the Board of Trade on 16th October, 
1919 (Statutory Rules and Orders, 1919, No. 1478), as from 
the 5th day of April, 1920. 

This Order, dated 4th May, may be cited as the Hay (Re- 
turns) Order, 1919, Revocation Order, 1920. 











COAL. 


THE COAL (REVOCATION OF RESTRICTIONS) 
ORDER AND DIRECTION. 


The Board of Trade, in exercise of the powers vested in 
them by and under the Defence of the Realm Regulations as 
respects coal, hereby order and direct as follows :— 





1. On and after the 12th day of May, 1920, the follow- 
ing Orders, Directions, and Prescriptions shall cease to 


bave effect, that is to say :— 
(1) The Coal (Pit’s Mouth) Prices Order and Direction, 
1919, dated the 28th November, 1919, and all other Coal 


(Pit’s Mouth) Prices Orders of earlier date made by the 


Board of Trade. 
(2) The Wholesale Coal Prices Order, 1919, dated 28th 
November, 1919, made by the Board of Trade; and 
(3) The Prescriptions dated respectively the 30th and 
3lst December, 1919, and made by the Controller of Coal 
Mines under the Coal (Pit’s Mouth) Prices Order and 
Direction, 1919, aforesaid. 
Provided that nothing in this Order and Direction shall 
affect any matter or thing done or suffered, proceeding taken 
or penalty or obligation incurred under such Orders, Direc- 
tions, or Prescriptions, or any of them, before the date 
when they cease to have effect. 
2. Nothing in this Order shall affect the provisions of the 
Wholesale Coal Prices Order, 1917. 
3. This Order may be cited as the Coal (Revocation of 
Restrictions) Order and Direction, 1920. 
Dated this 10th day of May, 1920. 
R. S. Horne, President of the Board of Trade. 


THE COAL (PIT’S MOUTH) PRICES 
ORDER, 1920. 


Whereas the Board of Trade are satisfied that special cir- 
cumstances affect all coal mines in Great Britain, now there- 
fore, in exercise of the power conferred on them by Section 
1, Sub-Section (2), of the said Act, the Board of Trade 
hereby order as follows : — 

1. On and after 12th day of May, 1920, for the standard 
amount of 4s. fixed by Section 1, Sub-Section (2), of the said 
Act, there shall be substituted in the case of mines in the 
South Wales, Monmouthshire, and the Forest of Dean dis- 
tricts, and in South Staffordshire and East Worcestershire 
south of a line drawn from Bushbury Station, on the London 
and North-Western Railway, to Streetly Station on the Mid- 
land Railway, and in so much of the area in South Stafford- 
shire and East Worcestershire north of this line as is com- 
prised in the Wolverhampton Union for Poor Law purposes, 
or the east division of Wolverhampton for Parliamentary 
purposes, a standard amount of twenty-three shillings and 
twopence, and in the case of mines situated elsewhere a 
standard amount of twenty shillings and eightpence. 

2. This Order shall take effect in substitution for all 
Orders heretofore made by the Board of Trade under the 
provisions of Section 1, Sub-Section (2), of the said Act. 

3. This Order may be cited as the Coal (Pit’s Mouth) 
Prices Order, 1920. 

Dated this 10th day of May, 1920. 

R. S. Horne, President of the Board of Trade. 








THE COAL (BUNKERING AND EXPORT) 
PRICES ORDER AND DIRECTION, 1920. 


In exercise of the powers conferred upon them by 
Regulations 2F, 2J, and 2JJ of the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations, the Board of Trade hereby order and direct as 
follows : — 

1. The fixed prices, specified in the Schedule appended to 
the Directions of the Board of Trade as to the sale of coal 
for bunkering certain ships at ports in the United Kingdom, 
dated 27th November, 1919, which were increased by 9d. per 
ton as from 15th January, 1920, by the Directions of the 
Board of Trade as to such sales dated 10th January, 1920, 
are hereby increased by a further four shillings and twopence 
per ton. 











—, 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued, 





2. The increase ordered in the preceding paragraph shal] 
be payable in respect of all coal despatched from a colliery 
on or after the 12th day of May, 1920, for bunkering the 
classes of vessels specified in paragraph 1 of the said Direg. 
tions dated 27th November, 1919. 

3. All contracts for the sale of coal for bunkering the 
said classes of vessels in force at the date when this Order 
and Direction comes into effect, are hereby modified so that 
the price of coal or of any instalment despatched from 
colliery on or after such date shall be increased as hereby 
ordered, and the price to be paid by any person to whom 
the coal is delivered in pursuance of any subsidiary contract 
shall be increased by an equivalent amount and, subject as 
aforesaid, all such contracts shall remain in force. 

4. Paragraph (1) of the Directions of the Board of Trad 
as to the Sale of Coal, Coke-oven Coke, and Patent Fuel, 
dated 28th May, 1919, is hereby revoked and cancelled. 

5. Subject as aforesaid the said Directions dated respec. 
tively 28th May, 1919, 27th November, 1919, and 10th 
January, 1920, shall have effect as if they were incorporated 
in this Order. 

6. This Order and Direction shall come into force on 12th 
day of May, 1920, and may be cited as the Coal (Bunkering 


- and Export) Prices Order and Direction, 1920. 


Dated this 10th day of May, 1920. 
R. S. Horne, President of the Board of Trade. 


- — 
——<— 


Commercial Returns, 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURNS. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 19 weeks ended 6th May, 1920 :— 





























| Week | 19Weeks | Week | 19 Weeks 
_ ended ended == ended ended 
vase | 6th May,| 6th May,|| 6th May,| 6th May, 
| 1920. 1920. | 1920. | 1920. 
, Impo|Rts. | Exr ORTS. 
| Bales. Bales. | Bales. Bales. 
American .-| 25,530 | 1,655,206 | 2,043 58,078 
Brazilian .. «5 — 58.456 | — 2,538 
East Indian --| 5,127 71,783 | 1,036 | 36,167 
Egyptian .. - 2,343 | 237,385 | 1,871 122,712 
Miscellaneous ———-20,616*|  152,376t, 327 | 10,635 
Total ..| 53,616 | 2,176,206 5,277 | 230,125 








* Including 501 bales British West Indian, 569 bales British 
West African, and 1,238 bales British East African. PP 

+ Including 4,631 bales British West Indian, 5,689 bales British 
West African, 12,959 bales British East African, and 1,639 bales 
Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


STATEMENT showing the Average Price of British Corn per 
Quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 8th May, 192%, 
pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 


el 





| 
} 











| Average Price. 
| Wheat. | Barley, Oats. 
ee erw ed. 
Week ended 8th ag 4 1920 ..| 72 8 St 3 57 17 
Corresponding week in— | | 
1913 ng ow ove --| 32 10 25 4 19 9 
1914 .. o-0 ow >| 82 7 26 3 18 11 
1915... on om 61 7 34 0 32 5 
1916 .. oe on 55 5 63 5 33 | 
1917... ae _ uit aa © 64 11 55 2 
SMa 56 6 O47 «6 
1919 .. =~» om a| I 2 63 1 47 5 


} 








* Section 8 of the Corn Returne Act, 1882, provides that where revurm 
of purchases of Britis) corn are made to vhe local inspector of Com 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight 
by a weighed measure, that officer ehall convert euch returns into the 
imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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May 18, i920. 


United Kingdom. 


FOREIGN TRADE IN 
The value of the imports into the United Kingdom in 
April was less than the Value for any of the earlier months 
ut the present year, or for December, 1919, Compared with 
March, the total of £167,154,000 for April shows a decrease 
ot £9,493,000. The exports of produce and ‘manufactures of 
the United Kingdom during April were yalued at 
£106,252,000, the highest monthly value ever recorded ; the 
increase over the total for March amounting to £2,552,000, 
Exports of foreign and cotonial merchandise fel] to 
£2,407 ,000 in April, a decrease of £6,624 000 compared with 
the total for the previous month. The total] for such mer- 
chandise, like that for tho imports, is also less than the 
corresponding amount for either of the four months jm- 
nediately preceding. 
Vauve or Trapr 
The following table gives, under the three principal classes 
of articles, the values for April and March, 1920, and for the 
four months ended 30th April, 1920 and 1913; — 


Raw Articles Total, in- 
Materials wholly or cluding mis- 

and Arti- mainly  cellaneous 

cles mainly manu- and un- 
unmanu- factured. classified. 
factured. 

Thousand Thousand 

£ £ 


APRIL, 


Food, 
Drink, 
and 
Tobacco. 


Thousand 


Thousand 
¢ . 


April, 1920— 
Imports - 
Exports— 
British , “% 
Foreign and Colonial 

March, 1920— 

Imports ‘ -» 61,808 
Exports— 

British ‘ a 4,280 
Foreign and Colonia] F242 

Four Months ended 
April 30th, 1929-— 
Imports , 
Exports— 

British “ oe 
Foreign and Colonial] 
Ditto, 1913 — 

Imports - 
Exports— 

British - +n 
Foreign and Colonia] 


12,194 
l?,771 


167,154 


106,252 


LO,404 


38,050 


88,689 


45 124 
76,50 
14,482 


yen 
IS ,767 


38,156 
83,387 


{s7 
thy or ag 


176,648 
103,699 
27 f42T 
249,617 
16,989 


4 Dov 
Deed 4 


305,876 


57,156 
12,771 


140,777 


321,895 
1,887 


697,167 


401,795 


0,404 
) > ’ 


170,364 
41, Lg? 


90,432 99,901 
9,280 21,375 
5,254 25,544 

Imports. 

The imports in April, of food, drink, and tobacco, were 
less in value than those of March by £4,421 ,U00; a decrease 
being shown of £2,307,UUU in grain and flour, of £574,000 
ln feeding stutts for animals, of £641 000 in meat, and of 
£2,804,U0U in other articles of food and drink not subject 
to Customs uuly. An increase o} £622,000 is shown in the 
value of dutiabie food and drink, and of £1,183,000 in the 
ralue of tobacco imported, Among articles classed as raw 
aterials and mainiy UnmManutactured, the Most important 
difference, in conlparison with the Stroup values for March, 
8a decrease of £7,348,000 in the value of raw Cotton and 
“olton waste. This decrease followed one of £8,753,000 in, 
March, as compared with the value of such imports in 
February. The imports of Sheep’s and lambs’ Wool in April 
were valued at £923,000 less than those of the preceding 
wonth, An increase of £1,755,000 is shown in the value 
of undressed hides and skins imported, of £431,000 in Paper- 
aking Materials, and of £380,000 in iron ore and scrap. 
Imports of articles Wholly or mainly manufactured show the 
iollowing differences in April, compared with the values for 
March :—Machinery, £684,000 increase ; leather, undressed 
ind dressed. £248 000 Increase : jute manufactures, £295 ,000 
increase ; non-ferrous metals and manufactures thereof, 
“149.000 decrease » Woollen and worsted yarns and mann- 
lactures, £456 000 decrease: si}k and silk manufactures, 
£587,000.) decrease: and flax and hemp yarns. £740,000 
decrease, 


67,962 


136,591 
LU,. LD 


Exports. 
The €xports of coal in April amounted to 1,996,000 tons, 
valued at £7 838,000. compared with 2,406,000 tons in March, 
valued at £9,250,000, the vverage value in April being 
steater by 1s, Sq. pet ton. The exports of United Kingdom 
lanufactures in April were greater in value than those of 
March by £5,302,000, and it may be noted that the 
otal exceeded the February total] by £16,654 ,000. 
mowing important increases are shown jn April : —Cotton 
and manufactures, £4 625,000 ; machinery (agricul. 
ural, electrical, manufacturing, ete.), £634,000: and ships, 
Including machinery, but excluding sailing ships, £1,558,000. 
A decrease of £206,000 js shown in the value of chemicals, 
"ugs, dyes and colours, and of £292.000 in that of leather 
“xported. The fall in the value of the exports of foreign 


and colonia] merchandise jn April is mainly accounted for 
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by a decrease of £2,104,000 in respect of raw 

£2,436,000 in sheep’s and lambs’ wool, and of £307,000 in, 

undressed hides and skins, and of £662,000 in ray rubber. 
TRADE FOR FOUR MONTHS. 

The imports during the first four months of 1920 were 
valued at £697,167 ,UUU, showing an increase of £238,505,U00, 
or 52 per Cent., compared with the corresponding period a 
year earlier. A simiiar comparison with the particulars for 
1913 shows an increase of £437 969,000, or 170 per cent. 
Food, drink, and tobacco totalied to £46,987 000 more than 
in 1919, raw materials and articles mainly unmanutactured 
to £145,185, 000 more, and articles Wholly or mainly manu- 
factured to £47,096,0U0 more. The most Important Increases 


Cotton, of 


are shown in grain and flour, £24,361,000 ; raw cotton and 
COLtOn Waste. £99,474 00 : raw jute, £5,336,000 ; and in oil 


feeds, nuts, oils (excluding refined petroleum), 


fats, resins, 
and gums, £11,556,000. 


Che net imports of ray cotton since Ist August last have 
amounted to 18,304,000 centals, or 205,000 centals less than 


in the “orresponding period of 1913-14, and 6,895,000 centals 
in excess of the imports jy the first nine months of the 
season 1918-19, The value of the imports of the current 
season reached £227, 136,000, aM increase of £166 ,863,000 on 
the vorresponding figure fop 1913-14, and of £114,956,000 on 
that for 1918-19 

The value of the exports of produce 
the United Kingdom in the four months of 1920 totalled to 
£401,795,000, an increase of £195,946,000 (or 95 per cent.) 
on the corresponding value for earlier, and of 
£231,432, 000 (or over 135 per cent.) compared with the total] 
tor the four months of 19]3. The coal ©xports were valued 
at £17,613,000 more in the four months of the current year 
than in 1919, when the average export value per ton was 
36s., as against (3s. 11d. during the Current year. The 
quantity of coal exported during the four months of 1920 
has been 1,146 (00 tons less than in the Period of 1919. 

Articles Wholly or mainly manufactured show an export 
value of £321 895,000 in 1920, compared with £170,100,000 
for the four months of the previous year, an Increase of over 
89 per cent. Increases are shown in al} Sroups of articles 
included in this class, iron and Steel and manutactures 
thereof accounting for £17,572,000 of the increase, machinery 
for £7 003,000, cotton yarns and Manufactures for 
£53,540,000, woollen and worsted yarns, and manutactures 
for £18,458,000, and manufactures of other textile materials 
for £8,940,000. 

The exports of foreign 
four months of 1920 
rorresponding value 


and Manutactures of 


and colonial] merchandise in the 
amounted to nearly three times the 
tor 1919, an increase of £63,532,000 
being recorded. The value of re-exports of raw cotton and 
cotton waste was greater by £16,677 ,000. Of sheep’s and 
lamb’s wool by £18,354,000,” of undressed hides and skins 
by £6,956,000. and of raw rubber by £4,916,000 
The excess of imports in the four months was £199,865,000 
in 1920, £220,838,000 jn 1919, and £47.693,000 jn 1913. 
WEIGHT OF IMPORTS. 


The estimated Weight of the merchandise imported 


into 
the United Kingdom in April, 1920, was 3,680,000 tons, 
being 130.000 tons more than the estimate for March, 1926, 


and 600,000 tons less than that for April, 19] 


Estimatep WEIGuT or Imports. 
April, 1913. April, 1919. 


April, 1920. 


Thousand Thousand housand 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Food, drink and tohaeeo .. 1,587 053 1,162 
Raw materials and articles 
mainly unmanufactured 1,979 1,193 1,929 
Articles Wholly or mainly 
manufactured .. ec 713 - 307 589 
Animals, not for Food, and Less than 
Parcel Post aS - | ] 500 tons 
Total 4,280 2,454 3,680 
Net tonnage of shipping 
entered with cargoes 3,778 2,200 2,749 


Of the decrease in the weight of the imports as compared 
with April, 1913, over 70 - 1S shown in the class of 
food, drink, and tobacco, 257,000 tons of the difference being 
accounted for by decreased imports of grain and flour, and 
65,000 tons by decreased imports of potatoes. The weight 
of earthenware and glassware. etc., was less by about 106,000 
tons, and of iron and steel and manufactures thereof by 
about 120.000 tons; while oils, fats, and resins, manufac- 
tured, show an increase of about 170,C99 tons. 

he estimates for the four months show 16,736,000 tons 
for the Period of 1913, 7 ons for 1919, and 
13,423,000 tons for 1920. The following important decreases 
are shown in 1920 compared ‘—Grain and flour, 


620,000 tons : tons; metallic ores, 1,100.900 | 
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tons; wood and timber, 400,000 tons; earthenware, glass- 
ware, etc., 390,000 tons; and iron and steel and manu- 
factures thereof, 500,000 toms. An increased importation 
of 400,000 tons of manufactured oils, fats and resins is 
shown in the four months of 1920, compared with the period 
of 1913. 

The weight of the exports of United Kingdom products 
in April is estimated at 3,129,000 tons, inclusive of 2,251,000 
tons of coal, coke,.and manufactured fuel, compared with 
7,963,000 tons in April, 1913, inclusive of 6,605,000 tons of 
coal, coke, and manufactured fuel. The exports other than 
coal, coke, and manutactured fuel, amounted therefore to 
878,000 tons in April, 1920, and to 1,358,000 tons in 1913. 
Their aggregate weight in April, 1919, is estimated at 
632,000 tons, the difference between this amount and that 


The following table shows the value of the external trade in April, 1920, compared with particulars for a year earlier :— 


UNITED KINGDOM : {FOREIGN TRADE IN APRIL 


fur April, 1920, being partly accounted for by an increagg 


manufactures thereof. 


The 


tons in 





1920. In 


exports of coal, coke, and manufactured fy 
amounted to 24,634,000 tons, 12,410,000 tons, and 11,858,099 
tons respectiv ely in the first four months of 1913, 1919, ang 
1920 respectiv ely, and the estimated weight of other 
exported in those periods to 4,984,000 tons, 2,123,000 tons, 
and 3,500,000 tons. 

The estimated w eight of foreign and colonial merchandise 
exported in April was 160,000 tons in 1913, 182,000 tons ig 
1919, including 82,000 tons of sodium nitrate, and 133,00 
the first four months the re-exports 
amounted to 641,000 tons in 1913, to 376,000 tons in 1919 
and to 626,000 tons in 1920. 


| 
| 
| 
| of nearly 100,000 tons in the exports of iron and steel and 
| 
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“ tree on board ”’ values. 


1920. 1919. | 1920. | 1919. 1920. 
I.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— | £ £ £ £ £ | £ 
A. Grain and Flour _ o. -- , 8,114,204 14,215,492 613,767 | 119,740 350,249 | 165,333 
B. Feeding Stuffs for Animals. ee 722,365 | 430.068 23,875 | 33,014 1,208 | 58,875 
- _ ze out, .: . 15,176,048 7,825,312 70,576 73,982 3,224,762 | 972,191 
Ving, tor fo ee am ame — a — omnis 
E. Other Food = Drink, Non-Dutiable -- | 11,511,998 | 13,501,634]. 1 94) 046 2.817.291 | f 1,025,561 | 730,857 
F. - Dutiable.. .- 14,899,257 | 17,026,167 1f "| [519,528 | 1,1,4,095 
G.Tobocoo .. 96. 2 «wet we | 8 589 4,388, 166 306,369 914,840 | 51,405 186,022 
Total, Class I... - - ae ae 53,668,461 | 57,386,839 2,855,833 3,958,867 | 5,172,713 ! 3,287,373 
H—Raw Materials and ‘Articles Mainly =~ | aa | 
Unmanufactured— | | | | | 
A. Coal _— | an 4,887,174 | 7,838,082 | _ | ~s 
B. Other Non-Metallic Mining and | Quarry Pro- | | | 
ducts and the like - | $370,069; —- 908,539 57,591 | 176,115 | 31,450  —«:106, 763 
@. Iron Ore and Scra rap | 875,924 | 2,123,012 23,392 61,788 | te me 
D. Non-Ferrous Metalliferous Ores and Sorap -. 1,555,888 ‘1,741,022 1,311 | = 277,380 | 16,619 | 42,439 
E. Wood and Timber . | 2,730,857 | 5,797,805 67,595 | 110,554 | 23,105 | 136,94] 
F. Raw Cotton and Cotton “Waste -- | 10,549,749 | 29,980,964 _ | 381,562 | 863,024 | 3,555,223 
G. Wool, Raw and Waste, and Woollen Rags -»  . 9,764,934 | 7,208,729 357,397 | 1,032,094 | 592,728 | 3,386,214 
H. Silk, Raw, Knubs.and Noils .. .. | *j44313 "395/351 390) | 22,607 | 18,115 | 4,646 
4 Other Textile Materials - | 1,434,870 | 3,862,965 10,722 | 24,046 | 404,889 | 451,684 
. Oil Seeds, Nuts, Oils, Fats, Resins, and Gams | 4,071,078 | 7,246,029 534,870 | 876,452 | 649,192 | 974,738 
x. Hides and Skins, Undressed “ : > | 2,642,822 | 5,674,603 163,247 | 456,868 | 437,987 | 1,693,443 
L. Paper-making Materials ee 1,040,619 | 2,075,792 56,998 | 240,907 | — | 7 ,468 
M. Rubber | 8,752,818 | 2,646,529 12,132 | 54,645 | 740,058 1,987,058 
N. Miscellaneous Raw Materials and Articles | | | | | 
mainly Unmanufactured ... | 962,162 1,925,856 417,455 | 641,155 | 387,758 | 424,454 
Total, Class II. .. ie ie -- | 39,896,103 | 71,587,196 6,590,204 | 12,194,255 | 4,164,925 | 12,771,072 
| | | 
IlI.—Articles Wholly or wong be ramones a | | 
A. Coke and Manufactured F —_ | _ 479,594 1,265,947 | — == 
B. Earthenware, Glass, be ody &e. . - 131,775 | 826,932 665,753 1,277,782 | 831 20,108 
G. Iron and Stecl and Manufactures thereof .. 429,782 | 1,533,400 5,145,957 = 9,686,263 | 157,708 60,166 
D. Non-Ferrous Metals and Manufactures thereof 2,544,668 | 3,149,260 898,539 | 2,204,231 161,609 620,664 
£. Gatlery, Hardware, Implements and — _s | piers | 
ments 640,667 | 852,022 591,725 | ~=1,021,826 | 38,494 193,447 
F. Electrical Goods and Apparatus = “* 132,664 | 103,276 364,122 756,529 | 4,658 13,522 
G. Machinery : _ 1,093,688 | 1,883,162 1,935,726 | = 4,051,663 | 47,325 123,023 
H. Manufactures of Wood and Timber ve 447,588 | 611,055 61,511 — 191,938 | 13,406 19,607 
I. Cotton Yarns and Manufactures 348,332 | 796,456 | 18,795,185 | 34,665,578 | 63,883 150,482 
J. Woollen and Worsted Yarns — Manufse- ’ | | 
tures ; : 85,646 | 1.222.271 7,112,833 | 11,582,834 | 57,165 138,969 
K. Silk and Silk Manufactures .. 2,209,232 | 3, 533,825 316,451 | 456,139 147,051 544,906 
L. Manufactures of other Textile Materia!s 65 042,440 9 197,483 1,811,268 | 3,886,193 117,081 327,126 
M. Apparel " 399,098 | 15585,254 1 1,700,502 3,373,180 | 33,109 163,507 
N. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes, and Colours... 1,302,836 | 2,789,306 | 2,487,551 | 2,997,383 2,473,306 425,562 
O. Oils, Fate, and Resins, Manufactured ve 9 =68.969 | 5 946,339 1,124,715 | 1,319.225 268,522 614,522 
P. oaeage and Manufactures thereof _ 1,652,879 2779 948 484,752 | 1,075,934 40,232 416,957 
Q. P chi and Cardboard .. 707,324 2105,120 333,899 —«- 714,130 4,447 34,393 
R. V woos} Gutating Locomotives, Ships, and , .-, ee | oi al 
‘ | 271.895 9.97% 546,443 | 3,852,341 10,776 yt 
8. Rubber, iniiteiaiins - | 352,460 | gee ee 488,329 | 936,847 | 19,304 34,351 } 
T. Miscellaneous Articles, mainly or wholly Manu- ’ — | | : 
factured. . ove one oe o- -- | 41,710,935 | 3,232,900 2,922,407 | 3,372,947 | 349,913 401,158 
Total, Class IIT. “ ‘e oe | 18, 102,878 38,050,140 | 48,267,262 | 88,688,915 | 4,008,820 4,326,878 
| i ; , | 29 H96 
IV.—Animals not for Food— —, 02 | 50,500 eae |. aes - | 
V.—Pareel Post, Non-Dutiable Articles— 301,479 | 19,634 ceases opis aoe 
ee: | 
Tora. swe wm | 112,065,828, 167,154,809 58,482,412) 106,251,692) 13,346,458, 20,407,419 
oohe values of the Imports represent the cost, insfance, and freight ; or, when goods are consigned for sale, the latest sale value 
of such goods. 
{The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and are known a6 - 












































